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A B S T R A C T
The survey which forms the basis of this study was carried out amongst 
the Yoruba of the Western and Lagos States of Nigeria, between June and July, 
1973» It was the second segment of the Changing African Family Project in 
Niger ia(CAFN II). Lata were collected on the perceived social, economic 
and psychological values and costs of children from 2996 Yoruba respondents 
of both sexes, aged seventeen years and above and living in the two states 
at the time of the survey. This was the first attempt at gathering 
comprehensive information on perceived values of children in Western and 
Lagos States in particular and Nigeria as a whole.
This study has specifically attempted to look at the perceived values 
of children within the Yoruba society from the urban and rural perspective.
The fifty sampled centres have been grouped into urban and rural on the basis 
of their population and existing social and economic facilities in 1973»
The study identifies urban and rural differentials in the socio­
economic and demographic characteristics of the sample population. This 
socio-economic background affects decisions on family formation, socializa­
tion and upbringing of children, attitudes towards family size, sex preference 
of children and use of birth control methods. Lifferentials in perceived 
costs of children have also been examined.
There has been an on-going debate on rural-urban fertility differentials 
in Yoruba. society. The observed differentials in this study, have been used 
to attempt an explanation of the observed rural-urban fertility differential 
thereby contributing to the rural-urban fertility debate. It is concluded 
from the CAFII II evidence that contrary to some earlier research findings, 
rural fertility may be slightly higher than urban.
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1CHAPTER 1
I N T R O D U C T I O  N
1. 1 C oncep tua l Framework
The v a lu e s  o f  c h i ld r e n  to  p a re n ts  can "be viewed as th e  needs o f p a re n ts  
t h a t  a re  f u l f i l l e d  by c h i ld r e n ,  o r ,  a c c o rd in g  to  Esp enshade(1977:4)*  th e  
c o l l e c t i o n  o f  good th in g s  v/hich p a re n ts  r e c e iv e  from  h av ing  c h i ld r e n .  W hile 
T e rh u n e (l9 7 2 :9 9 ) has argued  th a t  th e se  v a lu e s  shou ld  be viewed as rew ards to  
bo th  p a r e n ts ,  s o c ie ty  and th e  c h i ld r e n  th e m se lv es , M ie l le r ( 1972:174) f e l t  
t h a t  th e re  i s  a marked d if f e r e n c e  betw een v a lu e s  o f c h i ld r e n  as p e rc e iv e d  by 
p a re n ts  and th e  s o c ie ty  as a  w hole. C a ld w e ll(1977:1) a lso  o bserved  t h a t  th e  
c e n t r a l  f a c t  o f  dem ographic t r a n s i t i o n  may w e ll be t h a t  f e r t i l i t y  has rem ained  
h ig h  and s ta b l e  in  many s o c i e t i e s  because  th e  v a lu e s  and c o s ts  o f  c h i ld r e n  
a re  n o t c o n fin e d  to  p a re n ts  a lo n e .
The s tu d y  o f th e  v a lu e  o f c h i ld r e n  h as  become a m u l t id i s c ip l in a r y  to p ic  
because  o f  th e  f a c t  t h a t  a l l  human b e h a v io u r, in c lu d in g  p e rc e p tio n s  o f  th e  
v a lu e s  o f c h i ld r e n  and f e r t i l i t y ,  i s  de te rm in ed  by e lem en ts  o f econom ic, 
s o c i a l ,  p sy c h o lo g ic a l and dem ographic c o n s id e ra t io n s  to  v a ry in g  d e g re e s . 
A ccord ing  to  F a w c e tt(1972:5)>  c o n c e p tu a l app roaches to  th e  s tu d y  o f  v a lu e  o f 
c h i ld r e n  by dem ographers, eco n o m is ts , p s y c h o lo g is ts  and a n th ro p o lo g is ts  
app ea r to  be d i s t i n c t i v e  b u t have an u n d e r ly in g  s i m i l a r i t y :  c h i ld r e n  a re  viewed 
as f u n c t io n a l  f o r  p a re n ts  o r  f o r  th e  s o c io - c u l tu r a l  g ro u p s . Each d i s c i p l in e  
th en  t r i e s  to  em phasize d i f f e r e n t  ty p e s  o f fu n c t io n s  se rv ed  by c h i ld r e n .
The a tte m p t a t  economic e x p la n a tio n  o f  th e  e f f e c t  o f th e  v a lu e  o f 
c h i ld r e n  on f e r t i l i t y  h as  drawn p a r t i c ip a n t s  in to  two g ro u p s:
1. The ' u t i l i t y  t h e o r i s t s ’ o r  th e  ’m icro-econom ic t h e o r i s t s '
2 . The 'demand t h e o r i s t s '  o r  th e  'C h icago  School t h e o r i s t s ' .
The ' u t i l i t y  t h e o r i s t s ' ,  p io n e e re d  by L e ib e n s te in ( l9 5 7 )  argued  th a t  peop le  
behave in  th e  same way as th e y  would i f  they  a p p lie d  rough c a lc u la t io n s  to  
th e  problem s o f  d e te rm in in g  th e  number o f b i r t h s  th e y  d e s i r e .  Such c a lc u la t io n s  
would depend on b a la n c in g  th e  s a t i s f a c t i o n s  o r  u t i l i t i e s  to  be d e r iv e d  from  an
2additional child(nth child). Leibenstein argued that an nth child is wanted 
for three types of utility:
1. Consumption utility - that children are "consumption goods" from which 
parents can derive personal pleasure and that the child is wanted for 
itself rather than for the services, goods or income it can provide 
for the household.
2. Work or income utility - that children are productive agents and may 
enter the labour fource at some future date and hence contribute to 
the family income. The income utility of a child falls as per capita 
income of parents rises, hence the positive contribution of children 
to household income decreases as the household income rises.
3. Security utility - that children are potential source of old age 
security for the parents. As income of parents rises, the need for 
children as a source of security declines since parents are then more 
likely to afford old age support for themselves through insurance and 
state social security.
He also envisaged two types of disutility:
1. Disutility arising out of the direct cost involved in feeding, housing, 
clothing and schooling a child.
2. Disutility arising out of the indirect costs which involve income 
earning(and other) opportunities foregone by parents in raising a child.
Although the applicability of Leibenstein's ideas, especially in developing 
societies appears questionable, their applicability in western developed socie­
ties, for which he appears to be writing, does not seem to be a foregone conclu­
sion. He appeared to argue that children shirk their responsibilities towards 
their parents and siblings as soon as they establish their own families, and 
that it is only at old age of their parents that children begin to render 
both physical and economic help to them.
The ’demand theorists’ led by Becker, used the theory of the demand for 
consumer durables as a framework in analysing the demand for children. Becker 
(1960:216) regarded children as both "durable consumption and production goods" 
because according to him, neither the outlays on them nor the income they yield 
are fixed but vary in amount over time with child’s age. Children as "consumer 
durables" provide utility to the extent that if more is voluntarily spent on
3one c h i ld  th a n  a n o th e r , i t  i s  because  th e  p a re n ts  o b ta in  a d d i t io n a l  " u t i l i t y "  
from  th e  a d d i t io n a l  e x p e n d itu re  and t h i s  a d d i t io n a l  " u t i l i t y "  B ecker(1960:12) 
term ed " h ig h e r  q u a l i ty " .  He th e re f o r e  d is t in g u is h e d  betw een th e  q u a n t i ty  
(number) and th e  q u a l i ty  o f  c h i ld r e n  a rg u in g  th a t  as incomes r o s e ,  p a re n ts  
s u b s t i t u t e d  c h i ld  q u a l i ty  f o r  c h i ld  q u a n t i ty .  In  h i s  app ro ach , he t r i e d  to  
a v o id  th e  is s u e  o f  changes in  t a s t e .
Both s o c io l o g i s t s ,  a n th ro p o lo g is ts  and dem ographers have c r i t i c i s e d  the  
'demand t h e o r i s t s '  on s e v e r a l  g rounds in c lu d in g  t h e i r  c la im s th a t  c h i ld r e n  
a re  n o t i n f e r i o r  goods, th e  demand f o r  which f a l l s  as  income r i s e s  and th a t  th e  
" c o s t"  o r  " p r ic e "  o f  c h i ld r e n  does n o t  r i s e j i n s t e a d  i t  i s  t h e i r  " q u a l i ty "  th a t  
r i s e s  w ith  r i s i n g  e x p e n d itu re  on them. B la k e (1968:15) has argued  t h a t  n o t on ly  
i s  th e  q u a l i ty  o f c h i ld r e n  beyond th e  c o n t ro l  o f p a re n ts  and canno t be p re d ic ­
te d  in  advance s in c e  b io lo g ic a l  d e f e c ts  a re  u n fo re s e a b le ,  th e  way o f l i f e  o f 
p a re n ts  a t  any g iv e n  s o c ia l  l e v e l  has i t s  mark on th e  le v e l  o f  c h i ld  q u a l i ty  
e s p e c i a l l y  a t  c h i l d 's  d ependen t s ta g e .  The poor and r i c h  have th e re fo re  no 
ch o ice  s in c e  th ey  have to  r e f l e c t  t h e i r  own s ta n d a rd  o f  l i v in g  on t h e i r  
c h i ld r e n .  The an alogy  betw een c h i ld r e n  and consumer d u ra b le s  i s  u n te n a b le  
s in c e  i t  ig n o re s  exogenous s o c io lo g ic a l  v a r ia b le s  e .g .  s o c ie ty  p re s s u re s  and 
tab o o s t h a t  may b e a r  on in d iv id u a ls  to  m arry and s t a r t  c h i ld b e a r in g  n o t 
n e c e s s a r i ly  economic p r e s s u re .
From a  s tu d y  o f  C au casian  women in  th e  U n ited  S ta te s  o f A m erica, Terhune 
( 1972: 101) argued  t h a t  g iv e n  what i s  known abou t fa m ily  s iz e  d e s i r e s  and th e  
g e n e ra l  d e te rm in a n ts  o f human m o tiv a tio n  and b e h a v io u r, i t  seems t h a t  fa m ily  
s iz e  d es ire s (d em an d  f o r  c h i ld r e n )  a r i s e  from  unco n sc io u s needs and i n s t i n c t s ,  
c o n fo rm ity  to  s o c ia l  norms and e x p e c ta t io n s  and more o r  l e s s  r a t i o n a l  p ro c e s se s  
in  w hich th e  d e s i r e d  fa m ily  s iz e  i s  t h a t  c o n s id e re d  l i k e l y  to  y ie ld  th e  
g r e a t e s t  n e t  s a t i s f a c t i o n .  F aw ce tt e t  a l ( 1972:237) from  a s tu d y  o f e th n ic  
groups in  H aw aii a lso  o b se rv ed  t h a t  c h i ld b e a r in g  d e c is io n s  a re  d i f f e r e n t  in  
both  a  p r a c t i c a l  and a  c o n c e p tu a l sen se  from , f o r  in s ta n c e ,  "consum er-cho ice"  
d e c i s io n s .  A coup le  does n o t  n e c e s s a r i ly  need to  d ec id e  to  have c h i ld r e n  b u t
4on ly  d e c id e s  n o t to  have c h i ld r e n ,  hence c h i ld b e a r in g  i s  n o t s u b je c t  to  a d e c i ­
s io n  making' a n a ly s i s  t h a t  cou ld  be measured b e h a v io u ra lly .
E a s t e r l i n ( 1969 :127) r e j e c te d  B e c k e r 's  assum ption  o f s ta b le  t a s t e  and argued  
t h a t  " t a s t e s  change s y s te m a t ic a l ly  a c c o rd in g  to  o n e ’ s u p b rin g in g " . A ccord ing  to  
S a n d e rso n (19 7 6 :4 7 0 )» E a s t e r l in  in tro d u c e d  th e  concep t o f s o c i a l i z a t i o n  in to  economic 
m o d e l-b u ild in g , and h i s  p u b l ic a t io n s  showed a d i s t i n c t i o n  betw een e x p la n a tio n s  o f 
f e r t i l i t y  b eh av io u r based  on "pu re  economic th e o ry "  and th o se  based  on th e  " a l lo y  
o f economic th e o ry  w ith  so c io lo g y " . Okore (1 9 7 7 c :19) a lso  argued  t h a t  r e g a r d le s s  
o f w hether th e  p r ic e  o f c h i ld r e n  i s  low o r  c o n s ta n t ,  th e  r i c h  have no ch o ice  to  
make w ith  r e g a rd  to  th e  q u a l i ty  o r  q u a n t i ty ,  on th e  amount to  be sp en t on t h e i r  
c h i ld r e n  f o r  th e y  a re  under g r e a t e r  p re s s u re  th a n  th e  poor to  m a in ta in  th e  
" s t a tu s  quo" bo th  f o r  them se lv es  and f o r  t h e i r  c h i ld re n .
1.2  S tu d ie s  on V alue o f  C h ild re n
The a tte m p t a t  fo rm u la tin g  a th e o ry  th a t  e x p la in s  f u l l y  th e  human f e r t i l i t y  
b e h a v io u r, has prom pted th e  s tu d ie s  o f th e  V alue o f C h ild ren  as a  more sy s te m a tic  
and t h e o r e t i c a l  approach to  th e  e v a lu a t io n  o f th e  m ic ro le v e l d e te rm in a n ts  o f  th e  
human f e r t i l i t y  b e h a v io u r. The work o f  K offm an(1972) and Hoffman and E offm an(1973) 
had a m ajor c o n t r ib u t io n  to  th e  developm ent o f t h i s  m ic ro le v e l app roach . They 
p re se n te d  a  t h e o r e t i c a l  model f o r  r e s e a rc h  in  t h i s  a re a  and d is c u s se d  how th e  
model can h e lp  to  e x p la in  v a r i a t io n s  in  f e r t i l i t y  beh av io u r in c lu d in g  c u l t u r a l  
d i f f e r e n c e s  and h i s t o r i c a l  t r e n d s  in  th e  m o tiv a tio n  to  have c h i ld r e n .
Much o f  th e  work on V alue o f C h ild re n  e s p e c ia l ly  in  d e v e lo p in g  s o c i e t i e s ,  
has been based  on th e  o b s e rv a tio n s  o f  Hoffman(1972:3 0 ), M u e lle r(1972: 177) and 
o th e rs  t h a t  a t t i t u d e s  o r  v a lu e s  p e r ta in in g  to  c h i ld r e n  sh o u ld  be looked  a t  in  r e l a ­
t io n  to  a more g e n e ra l  fram ework o f  a t t i t u d e s  and v a lu e s  and th a t  th e  lin k a g e  
between th e s e  v a lu e s  and a t t i t u d e s  v a r ie s  w ith  r a t e  o f s o c ia l  change in  a  c u l tu r e  
o r w ith in  s u b c u ltu re s  o v e r tim e and i s  a f f e c te d  by in d iv id u a l  as w e ll as  group  
d i f f e r e n c e s .  T h is o b s e rv a t io n ,  to g e th e r  w ith  th e  i n a p p l i c a b i l i t y  o f 
f in d in g s  in  developed  s o c i e t i e s  to  d ev e lo p in g  ones and th e  u rge  to  f in d
5e x p la n a t io n s  f o r  th e  p r e s e n t  and f u tu r e  tre n d s  o f f e r t i l i t y  l e v e l s ,  has 
prom pted a  d is p r o p o r t io n a te  in v e s tm en t o f funds by p o p u la tio n  b o d ies  and 
governm ents on s tu d ie s  on Value o f  C h ild re n  in  d ev e lo p in g  s o c i e t i e s .
1 .2 .1  Workshops on V alue o f  C h ild re n
R ecen t i n t e r e s t  in  th e  s tu d y  o f  V alue o f  C h ild re n  in  d ev e lo p in g  s o c ie t i e s  
by s o c io lo g i s t s  and dem ographers was k in d le d  by th e  Workshop on th e  S a t i s f a c ­
t io n s  and C osts  o f C h ild re n  o rg a n iz e d  by th e  E ast-W est P o p u la tio n  I n s t i t u t e ,  
H on o lu lu , Haw aii in  1972. The p r in c ip a l  aim o f th e  Workshop v/as to  d evelop  a  
b ro ad  c o n c e p tu a l iz a t io n  o f th e  s a t i s f a c t i o n s  and c o s ts  o f c h i ld r e n .  The 
Workshop made th e  fo llo w in g  c o n c lu s io n s  and recom m endations: " th e  s a t i s f a c t i o n  
and c o s t  o f  c h i ld r e n  may be view ed as a  to p ic  c lo s e ly  r e l a t e d  to  f e r t i l i t y  th a t  
h a s  been c u r io u s ly  n e g le c te d  by p o p u la tio n  r e s e a r c h e r s " .  R esearch  on t h i s  
to p ic  h as  th e  " im p l ic a t io n s  f o r  p o p u la tio n  p o l i c i e s ,  fa m ily  p la n n in g  
com m unications programmes, u n d e rs ta n d in g  and p r e d ic t io n  o f  f e r t i l i t y  beh av io u r 
by u s in g  d a ta  on s a t i s f a c t i o n  and c o s ts  o f  c h i ld r e n  as  in d ep en d en t o r i n t e r ­
v en in g  v a r ia b le s  in  m u l t iv a r ia te  a n a ly s is " (F a w c e t t ,  1972 :11 ).
F o llo w in g  t h i s  w orkshop a  number o f  f i e l d  work was c a r r i e d  o u t b o th  in  
South E a s t A sia  and A f r ic a .  In  A f r ic a ,  th e  Changing A fr ic a n  Fam ily P ro je c t  
was d e s ig n e d  in  1972 w ith  two o b je c t iv e s :  to  in v e s t ig a t e  th e  p re -c o n d i t io n s
o f  f e r t i l i t y  d e c l in e  and examine th e  c o n d i t io n s  o f s ta b le  h ig h  f e r t i l i t y  th a t  
te n d  to  r e s i s t  th e  o n s e t  o f  t r a n s i t i o n ;  to  s tu d y  f e r t i l i t y  d e c l in e  t h a t  had 
begun in  an e f f o r t  to  d e te rm in e  i t s  cause  and mechanism. The programme 
c o n s is te d  o f  th r e e  su rv e y s : P r o je c t  I ,  th e  B eginning  o f  F am ily  L im ita tio n : 
P ro je c t  I I ,  th e  V alue o f  C h ild re n ; and P ro je c t  I I I ,  th e  A chieved Sm all F am ily . 
Between 1972 and 1975» phases o f  th e  p r o je c t  were begun in  e le v e n  c o u n t r ie s :  
N orth  A f r ic a  -  T u n is ia  and th e  Sudan; Francophone West A f r ic a  -  S en eg a l, Upper 
V o lta  and Togo; Anglophone West A f r ic a  -  N ig e r ia  and Ghana; M iddle A f r ic a  -  
Cameroon, th e  Congo and Z a ire ;  and E a s t A f r ic a  -  Kenya and U ganda(O ked iji e t  a l ,  
1976 :126). A nother V alue o f C h ild re n  p r o je c t  v/as a ls o  u n d e rta k en  a t  th e  same 
p e r io d  in  s ix  c o u n t r ie s  o f  South E a s t A sia  -  The R epub lic  o f C h in a (T aiw an ),
6Japan, the R epublic o f Korea, the P h il ip p in e s , Thailand and in  Hawaii in  the  
U nited S ta te s  o f A m erica(see Arnold e t  a l ,  1975 f o r  f u l l  r e p o r t) .
1 .3  V alue o f  C h ild re n  S tu d ie s  in  N ig e r ia
Many s tu d ie s  have been done on th e  v a lu e  o f c h i ld r e n  o r a sp e c ts  o f i t  in  
N ig e r ia  e s p e c i a l l y  in  th e  so u th  w e s t. T h is  a p p a re n t g e o g ra p h ic a l b ia s  has 
been p a r t l y  because  s o c ia l  su rv ey s have been d is p r o p o r t io n a te ly  lo c a te d  in  
t h a t  a re a  o f  th e  co u n try  and p a r t l y  because  th e  S ocio logy  departm en t o f th e  
U n iv e r s i ty  o f  Ibadan has alw ays been in v o lv ed  w ith  such su rv e y s .
N e v e r th e le s s ,  some work h as  been done on th e  o th e r  e th n ic  groups both  in  th e  
so u th  e a s t  and th e  n o r th  o f th e  co u n try (O k o re , 1977e: T revo r, 1975)»
On th e  r u r a l  and u rban  d im ensions o f th e  v a lu e  o f c h i ld r e n ,  W are(l975)> 
C lig n e t  and S w een(l971)> C a ld w e ll(1 9 8 2 ), Im oagene(l9 76 ), Lucas and Ukaegbu 
(1977)» O k e d i j i ( l9 6 9 ) » V ong(l977) and K ag(l980) among o th e r s ,  have c a r r i e d  o u t 
s tu d ie s  w hich have exam ined b o th  th e  p a t te r n s  o f  u rb a n iz a t io n  and th e  c h a r a c te r ­
i s t i c s  o f u rb an  s o c ia l  system s in  l e s s  developed  c o u n t r ie s  in c lu d in g  N ig e r ia .  
W are(1977) and C a ld w e ll(1982) have looked  a t  th e  e f f e c t  o f u rb a n iz a t io n  on 
fa m ily  s t r u c t u r e s  and v a lu e  system s in  B lack A f r ic a  w ith  s p e c ia l  r e f e r e n c e  to  
th e  Yoruba o f  so u th  w est N ig e r ia .  A ccord ing  to  them, in  r u r a l  B lack A f r ic a  
where th e re  a re  s tro n g  t r a d i t i o n a l  s o c ia l  system s w ith  re g a rd  to  la n d  h o ld in g , 
m utual a id  o b l ig a t io n s ,  p a r e n ta l  c o n t ro l  o f  th e  la b o u r  and som etim es income o f 
bo th  a d o le s c e n t and a d u l t  c h i ld r e n ,  p a re n ts  g a in  a  marked economic advan tage  
from  m axim izing th e  number o f  t h e i r  c h i ld r e n .
The p r e s e n t  s tu d y  ap p ea rs  to  be th e  f i r s t  a tte m p t a t  a m ic ro le v e l approach 
to  th e  s tu d y  o f V alue o f  C h ild re n  from  th e  p e r s p e c t iv e  of u rb an  and r u r a l  
s e t t i n g s  in  Yoruba s o c ie ty  o f  th e  W estern  and Lagos S ta te s  o f N ig e r ia . The 
s tu d y  i s  b ased  on th e  C hanging A fr ic a n  Fam ily  P ro je c t  I I ,  N ig e ria n  Survey 
(CAFE I I )  , c a r r i e d  o u t in  1973 aimed a t  c o l l e c t i n g  d a ta  on p e rc e iv e d  v a lu e s  o f 
c h i ld r e n  among th e  Y oruba, r e s id e n t  in  th e  tv/o s t a t e s  a t  th e  tim e o f th e  su rv ey .
In  C h ap te r 2 an a t te m p t h as  been made to  g roup  th e  sam pled c e n t r e s  in to  
u rban  and r u r a l  on th e  b a s is  o f  t h e i r  p o p u la tio n  in  19&3 and dhe e x i s t in g
7social and economic facilities. Some of the socio-economic and demographic 
characteristics of the respondents at the time of the survey have also been 
discussed. In Chapter 3» the social and economic setting of the society with 
regard to family formation decisions and the upbringing of children in the 
society were discussed. Family size ideals and attitudes towards birth 
control in the society have been discussed in Chapter 4« In Chapter S, respon­
dents’ perceived advantages and disadvantages of having children,including 
costs, have also been discussed. In these chapters data from the survey have 
been analysed with a view to finding out differentials, if any, in the perceived 
values and disvalues of children by the rural and urban Yoruba respondents.
There has been an on-going debate on rural and urban fertility differ­
entials within Yoruba society(Olusanya, 1969; Morgan, 1975; Lucas, 1977 
and 1962; and Okore, 1980 and 1982). In Charter 6 an attempt has been ni2.de to 
contribute to this debate by relating the observed rural and urban differen­
tials of perceived values and disvalues of children to estimates of fertility 
levels for the two subgroups of the Yoruba society.
Social surveys of a demographic nature in developing societies appear to 
have always had an inbuilt problem of not getting at the actual perceptions 
of respondents because of the structure of the questions which in many cases 
are close-ended. This has tended to give pre-conceived results which though they 
might have satisfied western and westernized investigators, showed significant 
deviations from actual situations. Suggestions have therefore been made in 
Chapter 6 on future surveys on Value of Children in developing societies 
which can lead to data that can be used for more meaningful and useful 
analysis on fertility.
8CHAPTER 2
THE CHANGING AFRICAN FAMILY PROJECT I I :  NIGERIAN SURVEY
2.1  A rea o f th e  F ie ldw ork
F ie ld w o rk  covered  W estern  and Lagos S ta te s  which betw een 1967 and 1975
com prised  th e  fo llo w in g P ro v in ces :
S ta te P rov ince
Lagos Ike j a
Lagos
W estern A beokuta
Ibadan
I je b u
Ondo
0yo
P o p u la t io n (1965 C ensus)
778,000
665 ,000
975.000
5 .5 27 .000
576.000
2 .7 2 8 .0 0 0
1 ,882 ,000
Source: F e d e ra l  O f f ic e  o f  S t a t i s t i c s ,  1975: Annual A b s t r a c t  o f  S t a t i s t i c s ,
1975, P 14.
The two s t a t e s  covered  an a r e a  o f  abou t s e v e n ty —n in e  thousand  square  k i lo m e te r s
and th e  1965 Census o f  N ig e r ia  enum erated a p o p u la tio n  o f  a lm ost e le v e n  m i l l io n  
(F e d e ra l O ffic e  o f  S t a t i s t i c s ,  19 7 5 :1 4 ). Py 1960(the  y e a r  o f  N ig e r ia ’s 
Independence) th e  so u th  wre s t  o f  N ig e r ia  com prised th e  W estern R egion and th e  
F e d e ra l  C a p i ta l  T e r r i to r y  o f  Lagos and was la r g e ly  synonymous w ith  Y orubaland .
In  1965 p a r t  o f th e  W estern R egion was ca rv ed  o u t and became th e  M id-W estern 
R egion . P r io r  to  th e  adven t o f  th e  C iv i l  War in  1967, th e  whole F e d e ra t io n  was 
d iv id e d  up in to  tw elve  s t a t e s  and r e g io n a l  governm ents gave way to  s t a t e  g o v e rn - 
m en ts(see  f i g .  1 ).
A lthough in  1965, 94 p e r  c e n t o f  th e  p o p u la tio n  in  W estern  R egion and Lagos 
F e d e ra l T e r r i to r y  were Y oruba(L ucas, 1 9 7 6 :1 ), Y orubaland has c o n ta in e d  a sub­
s t a n t i a l  number o f  o th e r  lang u ag e  g ro u p s . L u ru (1968:75) observed  t h a t  in  th e
e a s te r n  a re a s  o f Y orubaland ’where most o f  th e  f o r e s t  p ro d u c ts ,  n o ta b ly  ru b b e r  and
palm produce e x i s t ,  non-Y oruba m ig ran ts  a re  found m ain ly  in  r u r a l  com m unities 
l i v in g  in  camps. In  c o n t r a s t  in  th e  savanna open f o r e s t s  and w es te rn  cocoa b e l t ,  
th e se  non-Y oruba m ig ran ts  l i v e  in  towns e i t h e r  mixed up w ith  th e  lo c a l  p o p u la tio n  
o r  in  d i s t i n c t  s e t t le m e n ts  th e  most n o ta b le  o f which i s  th e  Sabo o r  ’ s t r a n g e r s ' 
q u a r t e r ' .
*
*
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The i n c r e a . s e  i n  t h e  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  n o n -Y o ru b a  e l e m e n t s  h a s  t e n d e d  t o  be m ost 
p ro n o u n c e d  i n  t h e  b i g  u r b a n  c e n t r e s .  E j i o g u ( 1 9 6 8 :3 2 2 )  c a r r i e d  o u t  a  s o c i a l  
s u r v e y  o f  L agos F e d e r a l  T e r r i t o r y  i n  196 4  and  o u t  o f  3>339 r e s p o n d e n t s  i n t e r -  
v i e w e d ,  a b o u t  60 p e r  c e n t  w e re  Y o ru b a .  I n  m o s t  s t u d i e s  o f  W e s te r n  N i g e r i a ,  
t h e  Y o ru b a  co m p o n en t  o f  t h e  s t u d y  p o p u l a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  a t  l e a s t  95 p e r  c e n t  
( L u c a s ,  1 9 8 2 ) ,  y e t  f o r  L agos S t a t e  h e  show ed t h a t  t h e  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  n o n -Y o r u b a  
p o p u l a t i o n  a m o n g s t  t h e  a d u l t  f e m a l e  p o p u l a t i o n  h a s  i n c r e a s e d  o v e r  t h e  y e a r s  
p a r t l y  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  e f f e c t  o f  t h e  C i v i l  War f ro m  1967 t o  197 0 ,  and  c o m p r i s e d  
a  t h i r d  o f  h i s  1973 s a m p le .  T h ese  f i n d i n g s  show ed t h a t  t h e  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  n o n -  
Y o ru b a  e l e m e n t s  i n  Y o ru b a la n d  i s  s u b s t a n t i a l  i n  a  fev; a r e a s ,  n o t a b l y  L a g o s ,  
and  may w e l l  h a v e  g ro w n  s i n c e  e a r l y  1 9 7 0 ( t h e  end  o f  t h e  C i v i l  W a r ) .
The P l a n n e r s  o f  CAFN I I  S u rv e y  r e c o g n i z e d  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  t h e s e  n o n -Y o r u b a  
w i t h i n  t h e  s t u d y  a r e a  a n d  t o  make t h e  s a m p le  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  t h e  Y o ru b a  
p o p u l a t i o n  o n l y ,  i n s t r u c t e d  t h e  i n t e r v i e w e r s  n o t  t o  l i s t  n o n -Y o r u b a  i n h a b i t a n t s  
i n  t h e i r  sa m p le  s e l e c t i o n ( O k e d i j i  e t  a l ,  1 9 7 6 :1 3 5 )»  The s a m p le  p o p u l a t i o n  was 
s e l e c t e d  f r o m  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  c e n t r e s  w h ic h  c o v e r e d  t h e  p r o v i n c e s  o f  W e s te r n  and
Lagos S ta t e s :  
P ro v in ces  
ABEOKUTA 
IBADAN
IJEBU
0ND0
Oyo
LAGOS
C e n t r e s
A b e o k u ta ,  A i y e t o r o ,  I j a k a - I s a l e ,  A ja n g b o ju .
I b a d a n ,  E d e ,  O sh o g b o ,  E ruw a, E r i n ,  G bongan , Iw o, L a t in w o /  
A w o r in / S a d i k u ,  O lu p o n a ,  L a n l a t e ,  T a p a ,  E l e p o / A l a g b a ,  
W a s im i,  O l u k u t a / A j e b a n d e l e ,  I d i - I r o k o .
I j e b u - I g b o ,  C d o g b o lu ,  F o w o s e ie ,  I s h i w o .
A d o - E k i t i ,  I k e r e ,  I g e d e - E k i t i ,  I l a w e - E k i t i ,  I l u t i t u n ,  
I g o g o ,  Aram oko, I k u n ,  A kungba , I s h u a ,  I j a g b a ,  C ru n ,
0 j u m u - A l a b a t i ,  A g e r i g e .
I f e ,  I l a ,  I l e s h a ,  I l o r a ,  S h a k i ,  I p e t u - I j e s h a ,  O b a g b i l e /  
To n icer e / B a l e ,  I p o n d a ,  A law u sa ,  C n i g b o g i .
L a g o s ,  E p e ,  S g g a n .
F i g u r e  2 show s t h e  g e o g r a p h i c a l  l o c a t i o n s  and  s i z e  o f  t h e s e  s e l e c t e d  c e n t r e s .  
F o r  t h e  L agos  and  I b a d a n  m e t r o p o l i s e s ,  e i g h t  and t h r e e  c e n t r e s  w e re  s am p led  
r e s p e c t i v e l y .
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2.2 Survey Methodology
The planning of CAFN IT. Survey started in 1972. As is usual of social 
enquiries of demographic nature, the survey was a sample survey since it was 
not possible both as a result of physical constraints and paucity of finan­
cial resources to have full enumeration in the two states. Since the majority 
of the population in these states were Yoruba, it was felt that a sample selected 
randomly could as well be as good as full enumeration. The universe of the 
survey was therefore the male and female Yoruba aged seventeen years and over, 
and the frame was the inhabited centres with a population of 10.93 million.
A probability sample stratified by provinces and size of centres at the 
1963 Census of Western Region and Lagos Federal Territory, was designed aimed 
at getting 3*000 interviews evenly distributed in the 50 centres selected.
Because of language problems even in a seemingly monolingual society as the 
Yoruba- in such social enquiries, a decision was made to limit the survey 
language to Yoruba and English. In practice less than six per cent of the 
respondents, though Yoruba, opted for interview in English(Okediji et al, 1976: 
134).
2.2.1 Sampling■  ■ ■ ■ ■  ■ ■ ■ !  » I -
Within each of the provinces of the two states, inhabited centres were 
stratified by size of their population enumerated in the 19&3 Census of 
’Western Region and Lagos Federal Territory. Allowance was made for differen­
tially rapid growth in Lagos and Ibadan metropolises although no allowance was 
made for possible sampling bias in these cities due to the high proportion of 
non-Yorubas in their populations. These stratified centres were then listed and 5^  
of them were selected by random selection: 4 in Abeokuta Province, 15 in Ibadan 
Province, 4 in Ijebu Frovince, 3 in Lagos Territory, 14 in Ondo Province and 
10 in Gyo Province. Eaoh centre was subdivided into blocks and the blocks were 
stratified also according to their 1963 Census population and then selected by 
random selection. In each of the selected blocks, the households and household 
members were listed by age and ethnic origin. The non-Yoruba members of any 
listed household were rejected while the Yoruba members of both sexes aged
13
s e v e n te e n  and over were random ly s e le c te d  fo r  th e  in te rv ie w . L is t in g  and 
random s e le c t io n  w ith in  s t r a t a  were th e r e f o r e  employed a t  each o f  th e  fo u r
s t a g e s :
1. S e le c t io n  o f c e n tre s
2. S e le c t io n  o f b lo ck s  w ith in  c e n t r e s
3. S e le c t io n  o f h o u seho lds w ith in  b lo ck s
4. S e le c t io n  o f p e rso n s w ith in  s e le c te d  h o u seh o ld s .
T h is  was n e c e s sa ry  because o f  th e  o v e r a l l  s iz e  o f th e  sam ple needed which 
was sm a ll due to  c o n s t r a in t s  a l re a d y  m entioned . A e r ia l  m aps(l : 10 ,000) were 
a v a i la b le  f o r  th e  la rg e  c e n t r e s  l i k e  Ibadan , Lagos w h ile  th e  sm a ll c e n t r e s  
w ere mapped co m p le te ly . The in te rm e d ia te  c e n t r e s  c re a te d  some p rob lem s, p a r t l y  
because  th e re  were no e x i s t in g  maps and p a r t l y  because t h e i r  s iz e  cou ld  n o t 
make com plete  mapping easy  w ith in  th e  c o n s t r a in t s  o f  tim e and money. T his 
problem  was overcome by th e  u se  o f  th e  'c a k e - s l i c e '  m ethod(see O k e d iji  e t  a l ,  
1976:135 f o r  f u l l  a  f u l l  d e s c r ip t io n  o f  th e  m ethod).
The p lanned  sample s iz e  was 3 ,000  b u t i t  was p o s s ib le  to  p h y s ic a l ly  i n t e r ­
view 2996 re sp o n d e n ts  made up o f  1497 m ales and 1499 fem ales  aged 17 y e a rs  and 
above and Yoruba by e th n ic  o r ig in .  T his o v e r a l l  number was th e r e f o r e  s h o r t  o f
th e  t a r g e t  by 3 m ales and 1 fem a le . C r i t ic i s m s  have been le v e l l e d  a t  th e  sample
d e s ig n  and s e le c t io n  on th e  fo llo w in g  g ro u n d s:
1. S ize  o f th e  sam ple in  r e l a t i o n  to  th e  p o p u la tio n  o f  th e  a re a  o f  s tu d y
-  L ucas(1976:5) ha.s c r i t i c i s e d  th e  method o f th e  sam ple s e l e c t i o n  o f th e  
su rvey  e s p e c ia l ly  th e  s iz e  o f  th e  sam ple. He f e l t  t h a t  th e  sam pling  
f r a c t i o n  o f 1 1 was v e ry  sm a ll compared w ith  t h a t  o f CAHN I  (■mr) •
2 . The use o f  th e  1963 Census f ig u r e s  as  th e  b a s is  o f s t r a t i f i c a t i o n  
-  th e  1963 Census f ig u r e s  o f  N ig e r ia  were a n y th in g  b u t a c c e p ta b le  on 
dem ographic g rounds because  o f many in c o n s i s te n c ie s  w ith  r e g a rd  to  
p e rc e n ta g e s  o f grow th o f  th e  R egions and P ro v in ces  w ith in  th e  i n t e r -  
c e n s a l  p e r io d  1953-1963 and th e  g e n e ra l  s t r u c t u r e  o f th e  p o p u la tio n . 
U sing th e se  f ig u r e s  th e r e f o r e  t r a n s f e r r e d  th e se  in c o n s i s te n c ie s  and 
compounded th e  sam pling  e r r o r .  N e v e r th e le s s  s in c e  th e re  was no a l t e r ­
n a t iv e ,  on ly  th e se  1963 Census f ig u r e s  were a v a i la b l e .
i .  Lagos and Ibadan c i t i e s  appeared  to  have been over sam pled w ith  40C 
(13 p e r c e n t)  and 15C(5 p e r c e n t)  sam ples r e s p e c t iv e ly .  T h is  was
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bound, to  in tro d u c e  some b ia s  s in c e  th e se  a re  th e  most cosm opo litan  
a re a s  where th e  r e a l  Yoruba t r a d i t i o n a l  and. c u l tu r a l  v a lu e s  must 
h av e , to  come d e g re e , been a ffe c te d , by th e  u rban  way o f  l i f e  o f  
th e  in h a b i ta n t s .  Also th e r e  was bound, to  be a s h i f t  in  th e  randomness 
o f  th e  sample e s p e c ia l ly  in  Lagos because  o f th e  h igh  number o f 
non-Y oruba groups and. th e r e f o r e  g r e a t e r  chances o f  any p a r t i c u l a r  
Yoruba be ing  se lec ted , in  th e  sam ple.
D esp ite  th e se  c r i t i c i s m s ,  a  m ic ro le v e l su rv ey  o f t h i s  n a tu re  aimed, a t  
g e t t in g  d e ta i le d  in fo rm a tio n  on s o c ia l  and p s y c h o lo g ic a l n a tu re ,  d id  n o t 
r e q u ir e  la rg e  sample s iz e .  The c o s t  o f CAFN I I  Survey , w ith  a q u e s tio n n a ire  
o f  65 q u e s tio n s ,  co u ld  have been p r o h ib i t iv e  in  term s o f  money and manpower 
e s p e c ia l ly  as th e  q u e s tio n s  were s o c i a l ,  p s y c h o lo g ic a l,  dem ographic and 
economic in  n a tu r e ,  i f  th e  sam ple s iz e  was l a r g e r .
2 .2 .2  The Q u e s tio n n a ire
The q u e s t io n n a ire  com prised  both  c lo se -e n d e d  and open-ended q u e s tio n s ,  
b u t more o f  th e  fo rm er th a n  th e  l a t t e r ,  th e re b y  r e s t r i c t i n g  re sp o n d e n ts  to  p re ­
conce ived  re sp o n se s  in  m ost c a s e s .  The q u e s tio n s  covered  th e  fo llo w in g :
1. G eneral in fo rm a tio n (d e m o g rap h ic , s o c ia l  and econom ic) on re sp o n d en ts  
-  t h e i r  age , se x , r e s id e n c e ,  m a r i ta l  s t a t u s ,  age a t  m a rria g e , educa­
t i o n ,  o c c u p a tio n , income and r e l i g i o n .
2. In fo rm a tio n  on c h i ld r e n  -  number o f  l i v e  b i r t h s ,  r e s id e n c e  o f  c h i ld r e n ,  
number o f c h i ld r e n  dead , e d u c a tio n  o f c h i ld r e n ,  economic a c t i v i t i e s
o f  c h i ld r e n .
3. P erce iv ed  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  ad v an tag es  and d isa d v a n ta g e s  o f c h i ld r e n .
4. Fam ily s iz e  and se x  p re fe re n c e  o f c h i ld r e n  and use o r  non-use  o f  
b i r t h  c o n t ro l  m ethods.
5. P erce iv ed  economic ad v an tag es  and d isa d v a n ta g e s  o f c h i ld r e n .
In  th e  c u r r e n t  a n a l y s i s ,  th e  com puter space a v a i la b le  was o n ly  1,500
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b lo c k s  so t h a t  o n ly  abou t 4Ö o f th e  q u e s tio n s  were a n a ly se d . 'These main 
q u e s tio n s  n e v e r th e le s s  have many s u b s e c tio n s  which have been in c lu d e d  in  th e  
a n a l y s i s .  The c r i t e r i a  f o r  th e  s e le c t io n  were b ia se d  tow ards economic and 
dem ographic c o n s id e ra t io n s  o f th e  s tu d y . Q u estio n s  t h a t  d e a l t  in  d e t a i l  w ith  
KAP(Knowledge, A t t i tu d e  and P re n t ic e  o f  Fam ily  P lan n in g ) were l e f t  o u t s in c e  
s e v e r a l  su rv ey s  have been c a r r i e d  o u t p u re ly  on KAP in  Yoruba s o c ie ty ( s e e  
C a ld w e ll, 1968). A lso some q u e s tio n s  t h a t  d e a l t  w ith  in -d e p th  ex am in a tio n  o f 
s o c ia l  r e l a t i o n s h ip s  betw een co u p les  w ere l e f t  o u t.  The ex p ec ted  s iz e  o f  th e  
p r e s e n t  d i s s e r t a t i o n  i t s e l f  was a,Iso a  m ajor l im i t in g  f a c t o r  to  th e  number of 
q u e s tio n s  t r e a te d .
The q u e s tio n s  were a d m in is te re d  to  th e  re sp o n d e n ts  as s in g le  in d iv id u a ls .  
T h is  was n e c e s s a ry  s in c e  th e y  embodied in d iv id u a l  p e rc e p tio n s  o f  p sy c h o lo g ic a l,  
economic and s o c ia l  a s p e c ts  o f th e  s o c ie ty .  For th e  m a rried  re s p o n d e n ts , a l l  
th e  s e le c te d  q u e s tio n s  w ere asked b u t f o r  th e  unm arried  on es , some o f the  
q u e s tio n s  wre re  n o t a p p l ic a b le  l i k e  "number o f  l iv e  b i r t h s "  and "number o f  tim es 
m a rr ie d " .
2 .2 .5  F ie ld  In te rv ie w s
A f te r  th e  s e le c t io n  o f  th e  f i f t y  c e n t r e s ,  r e c ru i tm e n t o f  enum era to rs  was 
begun. S even ty  en u m era to rs  were r e c r u i t e d  and t r a in e d  and th e se  com prised  
Yoruba young men and women who were e i t h e r  u n iv e r s i ty  s o c ia l  s c ie n c e  s tu d e n ts  
o r had f in i s h e d  seco n d ary  e d u c a tio n . A llo c a t io n  o f  in te rv ie w s  to  th e  s e le c te d  
c e n t r e s  was based  on th e  s iz e  and c la .ss  o f th e  c e n t r e s .  The se v e n ty  enum erato rs 
and t h i r t y  f iv e  s u p e rv is o r s  were s e n t  in to  th e  c e n t r e s  in  teams o f  betw een 
th r e e  and s ix  depending  on th e  s iz e  and c l a s s  o f th e  p a r t i c u l a r  c e n tre s (W a re , 
1975*276). Yale and fem a le  re sp o n d e n ts  w ere in te rv ie w e d  s e p a r a te ly  in  sec lu d ed  
s p o ts .  T his was to  e l im in a te  as much in d iv id u a l  b ia s  as  p o s s ib le  due to  
h u sb an d /w ife  o r  m o th e r /f a th e r  in f lu e n c e  on re sp o n d e n ts .
Fach in te rv ie w  l a s t e d  f o r  one to  one and h a l f  h o u rs . The enum era to rs  
s ta y e d  in  t h e i r  a l lo c a te d  c e n t r e s  f o r  th e  d u ra tio n  o f  th e  su rv e y (Ju n e  to  J u ly , 
1973;* The s u p e rv is o rs  on th e  o th e r  hand were r o ta t e d  f r e q u e n t ly  so as  n o t to
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form  f r ie n d s h ip s  w ith  en um era to rs  w hich cou ld  le a d  to  em o tio n a l p re s s u re  to  
a c c e p t shoddy o r  in co m p le te  work from  them (see  O k e d iji e t  a l ,  1976:134; Ware, 
1975:276 f o r  more d e t a i l s  on th e  f i e l d  o p e ra t io n  o f  th e  p r o je c t ) .
2 .3  The U rb an /R u ra l Dichotomy o f  th e  Survey I r e a
As p a r t  o f  th e  e x e rc is e  o f  l i s t i n g  o f th e  c e n t r e s  f o r  th e  su rv ey , th e re  
was d o cu m en ta tio n  o f in fo rm a tio n  on in d iv id u a l  s e le c te d  c e n t r e s ( s e e  CAFE I I :  
In fo rm a tio n  S h e e ts  on In d iv id u a l  C e n tre s ) .  T h is  in fo rm a tio n  in c lu d e d  among 
o th e rs  tw en ty  f a c i l i t i e s  o f s o c ia l  and economic n a tu re :  p o s t o f f i c e ,  hank, 
p o l ic e  s t a t i o n ,  d a i ly  m arke t, h o s p i t a l ,  d is p e n s a ry , m a te rn ity ,  p rim ary  sc h o o l, 
seco n d ary  and modern sc h o o l, te c h n ic a l  and te a c h e r  t r a i n in g  sc h o o l, u n iv e r s i ty ,  
f a c to r y  o r  la rg e  f irm , p ip eh o rn e  w a te r , e l e c t r i c i t y ,  t a r r e d  ro a d , d a i ly  news­
p a p e r, cinem a, sew erage , d o c to rs ,  t r a in e d  h o s p i t a l  w orkers and param ed ics . As 
th e  p re s e n t  s tu d y  looked  a t  th e  v a lu e  o f  c h i ld r e n  from  th e  u rban  and r u r a l  p e r s ­
p e c t iv e ,  an a t te m p t has been made to  group  th e  f i f t y  sam pled c e n t r e s  in to  
u rban  and r u r a l ,  based  more on th e  e x i s t in g  s o c ia l  and economic f a c i l i t i e s  
re c o rd e d  f o r  each  o f th e  c e n t r e s  in  th e  In fo rm a tio n  S h ee t th a n  th e  p o p u la tio n  
o f th e  c e n t r e s  in  1 9 6 3 .
U rb a n iz a tio n  as  n o te d  by Schnore and Lam pard(l 968:24) i s  a  complex 
s o c ie ta l ,  p ro c e s s  t h a t  h as  many co n co m ita n ts  which a re  n o t encom passed by a 
m inim al d e f i n i t i o n  o f p o p u la tio n  c o n c e n tr a t io n .  Eo s in g le  m easure o f th e  
d eg ree  o f u r b a n iz a t io n  can  th e r e f o r e  e f f e c t iv e l y  se rv e  a l l  r e s e a r c h  p u rp o ses .
Any p a r t i c u l a r  m easures ad o p ted  w i l l  depend upon th e  pu rpose  o f  th e  re s e a c h  
and th e  a v a i la b le  in fo rm a tio n . The g ro u p in g  was th e r e f o r e  an a tte m p t a t  
e v o lv in g  a  b e t t e r  d e l im i ta t i o n  o f  Yoruba in h a b ite d  c e n t r e s  in to  u rban  and 
r u r a l  c a te g o r ie s  w ith o u t c o n s id e r in g  p o p u la tio n  f ig u r e s  a lo n e  f o r  th e  b e n e f i t  
o f  th e  p r e s e n t  s tu d y . These f a c i l i t i e s  have more e f f e c t  on p e o p le 's  b eh av io u r 
p a t t e r n s ,  in c lu d in g  f e r t i l i t y ,  th a n  p o p u la tio n  p e r s e .  W are(1 9 7 4 a :132) 
observed  t h a t  th e r e  i s  a fu n d am en ta l d i s t i n c t i o n  betw een u r b a n iz a t io n (a s  
deno ted  by p o p u la tio n  f i g u r e s )  and u rb a n ism (th e  d i s t i n c t i v e  way o f  l i f e ) ,  
w h ile  G a is ie ( l9 6 9 :3 1 )  a ls o  observ ed  t h a t  a  m ajor problem  in v o lv ed  in  a t te m p tin g
17
to  d e te rm in e  th e  r e a l  e x is te n c e  and m agnitude o f r u r a l  and urban  d i f f e r e n t i a l s  
( in c lu d in g  f e r t i l i t y  d i f f e r e n t i a l s )  l i e s  in  th e  s t a t i s t i c a l  d e f i n i t i o n  o f 
u rban  and r u r a l  a r e a s .  Thus th e  r e l a t i o n  between u rban ism  and l e v e ls  o f 
f e r t i l i t y  i s  alw ays o b scu red  by "n u m erica l d em arca tio n s  o f a re a s  as  u rban  and 
r u r a l " .  The g ro u p in g  o f th e  sam ple c e n t r e s  in  t h i s  s tu d y  in to  u rb an  and r u r a l  
h as  ta k e n  a s  c r i t e r i a  bo th  th e  p o p u la tio n  o f th e  c e n t r e s  and th e  s o c ia l  and 
economic f a c i l i t i e s  and i n s t i t u t i o n s  p re s e n t  in  th e  c e n tre s  which a f f e c t  p e o p le ’ s 
l i f e  s t y l e s .
Those sam ple c e n t r e s  t h a t  had p o p u la tio n  o f  20 ,000  and above and a t  
l e a s t  te n  o f  th e  f a c i l i t i e s  w ere c o n s id e re d  as u rban  f o r  th e  p re s e n t  s tu d y .
On t h i s  b a s is  tw en ty  th r e e  o f th e  c e n t r e s  were grouped u rb an  f o r  th e y  had ten­
o r more o f  th e  f a c i l i t i e s  and p o p u la tio n  above 20,000 ex cep t f o r  I d i - I ro k o  
(1 ,0 0 0 ) w here n e a rn e s s  to  b ig  u rban  c e n t r e  o f Ibadan made p o s s ib le  th e  s e t t i n g  
up o f  b ran ch es  o f  m ost o f  th e  f a c i l i t i e s  o f  Ibadan u rban  d e s p i te  i t s  sm all 
p o p u la tio n . G d ogbo lu (lO ,219) had tw elve  o f th e  f a c i l i t i e s  b u t w ith  p o p u la tio n  
l e s s  th an  20 ,000  and was c o n s id e re d  u rb an . The rem a in in g  tw enty  seven  c e n t r e s  
had below te n  o f  th e  f a c i l i t i e s  and a lth o u g h  few had p o p u la tio n  over 20,000 
were c o n s id e re d  r u r a l ( T a b le  2 .1 ) .
W ith h ig h  p o p u la tio n  o f N ig e r ia  in  g e n e ra l  and th a t  o f  W estern  and Lagos 
S ta te s  in  p a r t i c u l a r ,  th e  in h a b ite d  c e n t r e s  have g e n e r a l ly  ten d ed  to  be h e a v i ly  
p o p u la te d . The u se  o f p o p u la tio n  p e r s e ,  to  id e n t i f y  u rban  and r u r a l  c e n t r e s  
would in e v i ta b ly  have ten d ed  to  g iv e  a lm o st a l l  th e  in h a b ite d  c e n t r e s  u rban  
s t a t u s  d e s p i t e  th e  f a c t  t h a t  even in  b ig  c e n tre s  l i k e  0 1 u p o n a(3 6 ,0 7 5 )>
Aramoko(26,075) and Ig o g o ( 20, 150) th e re  w ere on ly  few u rban  f a c i l i t i e s  t h a t  
cou ld  in f lu e n c e  th e  l i v e s  o f  th e  in h a b i ta n t s .  Udo(1975• 305; h as a rgued  th a t  
Yoruba towns w ere l a r g e ly  a g r i c u l t u r a l  and s t i l l  a re  o ccu p ied  by p red o m in an tly  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  p o p u la tio n  and A d e p o ju (l9772125) a ls o  n o te d  th a t  most Yoruba towns 
a re  p r e - c o lo n ia l  in  o r ig i n  and s t i l l  rem ain  p r e - i n d u s t r i a l  t r a d i t i o n a l  c i t i e s .
R e p lie s  to  th e  q u e s t io n  on th e  a d m in is t r a t iv e  d iv i s io n  o f  r e s id e n c e  and 
th e  number o f  th e  c e n t r e  o f  re sp o n d e n ts  were used  to  d iv id e  th e  re sp o n d e n ts  in to
TABLE 2.1
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THE SAMPLE CENTRES
URBAN RURAL
rKU V J L N G E  -
C e n tre  name S co re P o p u la t io n C e n tre  name S c o re P o p u la tio n
A beoku ta A beokuta 18 187,292 A iy e to ro 9 15 ,040
I j a k a - I s a l e 2 1 ,230
A jan g b o ju 1 389
Ib ad a n Ibadan 20 6 2 7 ,3 7 9 Iwo 6 543
Ede 13 134 ,550 L atin w o /A w o rin /
Oshogbo 18 2 0 8 ,9 6 6 S ad iku 1 716
Eruwa 11 2 6 ,9 6 3 O lupona 7 3 6 ,0 7 5
E r in 12 32 ,8 8 9 L a n la te 9 15 ,290
Gbongan 13 2 9 ,7 3 0 Tapa 7 9 ,4 2 0
I d i - Iro k o 18 1 ,000 E le p o /A la g b a 0 913
Wasimi 2 1 ,054
O lu k u ta /A ja -
b a n d e le 2 2 ,5 2 7
I je b u I je b u - Ig b o 15 4 3 ,1 8 0 Ish iw o 9 4 ,6 5 7
O dogbolu 12 10 ,219 Fow oseje 2 620
Ondo A d o -E k iti 18 157 ,519 Igogo 5 2 0 ,1 5 0
Ik e re 15 107 ,216 Aramoko 9 2 6 ,5 0 0
I g e d e - E k i t i 12 31,041 Ikun 6 14,391
I la w e - E k i t i 11 8 0 ,4 1 3 Akungba 7 9 ,8 5 0
I l u t i t u n 11 2 4 ,7 1 1 Ish u a 6 10 ,069
I ja g b a 2 5 ,0 5 7
Orun 6 2 ,2 4 4
0 jum u-A laba t i 0 1 ,0 7 4
A gerige 1 949
Oyo I f e 20 1 3 0 ,0 5 0 O b a g b ile /T o n -
I l a 11 1 1 4 ,6 8 8 k e re /B a le 1 1 ,9 3 8
I le s h a 17 156 ,822 Iponda 5 420
I l o r a 11 2 1 ,7 1 7 Alawusa 1 1 ,035
S h ak i 16 7 6 ,2 9 0 O nigbog i 2 510
I p e t u - I j e s h a 14 2 0 ,9 8 3
Lagos Lagos 20 6 6 5 ,2 4 6 3ggan 3 872
Epe 14 4 4 ,2 8 6
S o u rc e : 1. CAEN I I  1973» I n fo rm a t io n  S h e e t  on I n d iv id u a l  C e n t r e s .
2 . N a t io n a l  C ensus o f  N ig e r i a ,  1963 -  W este rn  R eg ion  and  L agos.
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u rb an  and r u r a l  c a te g o r ie s  based on th e  g ro u p in g  o f th e  c e n t r e s  a lre a d y  
d is c u s s e d .  A t o t a l  o f 1648 re s p o n d e n ts (55 p e r  c e n t)  were p u t in to  th e  u rban  
c a te g o ry  and 1548(45 p e r c e n t)  in to  th e  r u r a l .
2.3*1 C h a r a c te r i s t i c s  o f  R espondents
The age o f th e  re sp o n d e n ts  ranged  from  17 y e a rs  based  on com pleted y e a rs
o r  age l a s t  b ir th d a y .  T able 2 .2  shows t h a t  abou t 19 per c e n t o f th e  r u r a l
re sp o n d e n ts  were aged below 25 y e a rs  compared w ith  26 p e r  c e n t f o r  th e  u rban  
r e s p o n d e n ts .  For th e  ag e-g ro u p  25-35» th e  u rban  p e rc e n ta g e  was on ly  s l i g h t l y  
h ig h e r  th a n  th e  u rb an . In th e  s o c ie ty  t h i s  age s t r u c tu r e  in  fav o u r o f u rban
d w e lle rs  a t  younger ages and th e  r u r a l  a t  o ld e r  ages m ight be due to  i n t e r n a l
m ig ra tio n  by young a d u l ts  to  th e  u rban  c e n t r e s ,  a m ajor p u l l  f a c t o r  b e in g  th e  
e s ta b l i s h e d  modern u rban  f a c i l i t i e s .
More than  70 p e r  c e n t o f th e  re sp o n d e n ts  were m arried  a t  th e  tim e o f  th e  
su rv e y (T a b le  2 .3 )»  The t a b le  a ls o  shows t h a t  th e  p e rc e n ta g e  o f  d iv o rce d  
p e rso n s  was g e n e ra l ly  low, b u t was h ig h e r  in  th e  u rban  c e n t r e s .  T able 2 .4  
shows th a t  abou t th e  age o f  20 y e a rs  more fem ales  th an  males were a lre a d y  
m a rr ie d . By th e  age o f  34 y e a rs  a l l  fem a les  as a g a in s t  14 p er c e n t o f th e  
m ales w ere a lre a d y  m a rr ie d . By th e  age o f 20 y e a rs  more r u r a l  th a n  urban  
fem a les  were a lre a d y  m a rried  b u t by th e  age o f 30 y e a rs  t h i s  d i f f e r e n c e  had 
a lm o st d is a p p e a re d . T ab le 2 .5  a lso  shows t h a t  a t  younger ages th e  p e rc e n ta g e  o f 
ev e r m a rried  u rban  fem ale  re sp o n d e n ts  was low er th a n  t h a t  o f th e  r u r a l  fem ale 
re sp o n d e n ts  b u t evened up t h e r e a f t e r .  A lthough th e  ta b le  does n o t show 100 
p er c e n t m arriag e  f o r  fem a les  a f t e r  th e  age o f 40 y e a r s ,  i t  does n o t 
d i f f e r  in  form  from  th e  r e s u l t s  o f  o th e r  su rv ey s  c a r r i e d  o u t in  W estern  
N ig e r ia  by 0 1 u sa n y a ( l9 6 9 :6 1 ) , 0 m ia ta (1975:86) and e s p e c ia l ly  O ru b u lo y e (l9 7 7 t: 
107) in  h i s  s tu d y  o f  r u r a l  S k i t i .  The S in g u la te  Mean Age a t  M arriage c a l ­
c u la te d  from  th e  ta b le  f o r  th e  fem ale  re sp o n d e n ts (u p  to  th e  age o f 49 y e a rs )  
shows a  h ig h e r  mean age a t  m arriag e  (2 1 .6  y e a rs )  f o r  u rban  th a n  f o r  r u r a l  
f e m a le s ( 19 .8  y e a r s ) .
A ccord ing  to  C a ld w e ll(1$7 6 :198) th e  1963 Census o f  W estern Region re c o rd e d
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TABLE 2 .2
PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONDENTS BY AGE, SEX AND RESIDENCE
ATT?
URBAN RURAL TOTAL
M F T o t a l M F T o t a l
17-19 5 . 6  8 . 9 7 .2 5 .6 5 .0 5 .3 6 .3
20 -24 1 7 .0  2 0 .7 18 .9 11 .1 16 .5 1 3 .8 1 6 . 6
25 -29 1 9 .0  1 5 . 5 1 7 . 2 13.5 13 .4 15 .9 16 .7
30-34 1 4 .3  1 7 . 6 16 .0 13 .3 17 .7 16 .5 16.2
35-39 1 1 .8  11 .2 11 .5 14 .7 1 3 .4 1 4 . 0 1 2 .6
4 0 - 4 4 8 . 0  8 . 4 8 .2 8 .8 10 .5 9 .6 8 .8
45 -4 9 5 . 7  5 . 6 5 .6 6.1 6.1 6.1 5 .8
50+ 1 8 .6  12 .3 15 .5 2 4 .9 12 .4 13 .7 16 .9
T o t a l 100 100 100 100 100 100 100
N 823 825 1648 674 674 1348 2996
S o u rc e :  CAFN I I  1973» a n a l y s i s by th e  a u t h o r .
TABLE 2 .3
PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONDENTS BY MARITAL STATUS, SEX AND
RESIDENCE
TYPE OF MARRIAGE
URBAN RURAL TOTAL
M F M F
Now m a r r i e d ( a n d  n o t  s e p a r a t e d ) 6 3 . 7 7 1 . 8 76 .1 80.1 7 2 .4
Now i n  d e f a c t o r e l a t i o n s h i p 0 .9 1 .3 0 .9 1 .6 1 .2
D iv o rc e d  o r  s e p a r a t e d 2 .4 1 .9 1 . 0 1 .9 1 .9
W idow ed(not i n  d e f a c t o  r e l a ­
t i o n s h i p ) 0 . 2 6 .7 1 . 9 7 .3 3 .9
Never m a r r i e d  b u t  was in  
d e f a c t o  r e l a t i o n s h i p 1 . 0 0 .6 0 . 5 0 .7 0 .7
Never m a r r i e d ,  
r e l a t i o n s h i p
n o t  i n  d e f a c t o
3 1 .5 17.7 1 9 . 4 8 .0 19.7
O th e rs 0 . 4 - 0 .2 0 .3 0 .2
T o ta l 100 100 100 100 100
N 823 825 674 674 2996
S o u rc e :  CAFN I I  1973» a n a l y s i s  by t h e  a u th o r .
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TABLE 2 .4
PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OP RESPONDENTS BY AGE AT MARRIAGE,
SEX AND RESIDENCE
a  n z ?
URBAN RURAL TOTAL
M F M F
17-19 3 .6  17 .9 4 .5 3 2 .0 14 .2
20-24 2 0 .5  4 5 .6 2 7 .3 4 4 .7 3 4 .4
23-29 3 0 .9  1 7 .0 3 2 .9 1 2 .8 2 3 .4
30-34 11.1 1 .5 1 0 .8 1 .8 6 .3
35-39 2 .1 2 .5 - 1.1
40-44 0 .1 2 .1 - 0 .5
45-49 - - - -
50+ - - - -
Not m a rr ie d 3 1 .7  18.1 1 9 .9 8 .5 2 0 .0
No re s p o n s e - - 0 .3 0 .1
T o ta l 100 100 100 100 100
N 823 825 674 674 2996
S o u rc e : CAFN I I  1973, a n a ly s i s by th e  a u th o r .
TABLE 2 .5
PERCENTAGE OF EVER-MARRIED FEMALE RESPONDENTS B'i( AGE AND RESIDENCE
AGE URBAN RURAL TOTAL
Number o f  
F em ales
% E v e r-  
M a rrie d
Number o f  % S v e r -  
F em ales  M a rr ie d
Number o f  
F em ales
% E v e r -  
M a rr ie d
17-19 72 12 .5 34 2 3 .5 106 1 6 .0
20-24 171 5 1 .5 111 7 5 .7 282 6 4 .5
25-29 128 9 5 .3 124 9 2 .7 252 94 .1
30-34 145 9 7 .9 119 9 8 .3 264 98 .1
35—39 92 9 7 .8 90 9 8 .9 182 9 8 .4
40-44 69 9 5 .7 71 9 7 .2 140 9 6 .4
45-49 46 9 7 .8 41 9 7 .6 87 9 7 .7
50+ 102 9 9 .0 84 9 5 .2 186 9 7 .3
N ote : E v e r -m a r r ie d  -  women now m a r r ie d (a n d  n o t  s e p a r a t e d ) ,  d iv o rc e d  o r
s e p a r a te d  women, women widow ed.
S o u rc e : CAFN I I  1973» a n a ly s i s  by th e  a u th o r .
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C h r is t ia n s  as  50 p e r c e n t ,  Moslems 44 p e r c e n t and o th e rs  m ostly  o ld e r  peop le  
a d h e rin g  to  t r a d i t i o n a l  r e l i g i o n  as  3 p e r c e n t .  The r e s u l t  o f CAST? I I  Survey- 
showed t h a t  34 p e r c e n t  o f  th e  re sp o n d e n ts  were Moslems, 59 p e r c e n t were 
C h r is t i a n s  w h ile  on ly  5 p e r c e n t were in  t r a d i t i o n a l  r e l i g i o n .  There was a 
more pronounced r e l i g io u s  d i f f e r e n t i a l  by re s id e n c e  th an  by sex (T ab le  2 .6 ) .
About 50 Per c e n t o f  th e  t o t a l  sam ple p o p u la tio n  had betw een p rim ary  and 
u n iv e r s i ty  e d u c a tio n  w h ile  ab o u t 48 p e r  c e n t had no sc h o o lin g  and on ly  2 p e r 
c e n t had K oranic e d u c a tio n (T a b le  2.7)» T his ag ree s  w ith  C a ld w e ll 's  o b s e rv a tio n  
( 1982) t h a t  w ith in  th e  l a s t  g e n e ra t io n  o f  th e  Yoruba, sc h o o lin g  h as  sp read  
so r a p id ly  t h a t  a lm o st h a l f  th e  p o p u la tio n  o v e r 17 y e a rs  o f  age has had some 
e d u c a tio n  w ith  th e  p ro p o r tio n  re a c h in g  s e v e n - te n th s  f o r  p e rso n s in  t h e i r  
tw e n t ie s .  The ta b le  a lso  shows t h a t  more o f th e  urban  th a n  r u r a l  p o p u la tio n  
both  male and fem ale had betw een p rim ary  and u n iv e r s i ty  e d u c a tio n  w h ile  more 
o f th e  r u r a l  than  u rban  p o p u la tio n  had K oranic e d u c a tio n . There was p ro ­
nounced d i f f e r e n t i a l  in  e d u c a tio n  by re s id e n c e  in  fa v o u r o f  th e  u rb an . The 
d i f f e r e n t i a l  by sex  on th e  o th e r  hand was pronounced in  fa v o u r  o f th e  male 
on ly  a t  t e r t i a r y  and u n iv e r s i ty  l e v e l s ,  w h ile  th e  in c id e n c e  o f  'no  schoo ling*  
was s i g n i f i c a n t l y  h ig h e r  f o r  women.
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TABLE 2 .6
PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONDENTS BY RELIGION, SEX AND RESIDENCE
RELIGION
URBAN RURAL TOTAL
M F M F
Koslem 31.7 30.2 37.7 38.3 34.1
C h r i s t i a n ^ 62.9 63.4 53.0 53.3 59.1
T r a d i t i o n a l 2.1 3 .0 2.2 3 .0 2 .6
No r e l i g i o n 1.1 1.1 1.5 0 .6 1.1
No re sp o n s e 2 .2 .
C
\J 3 .6 4 .7 3.1
T o ta l 100 100 100 100 100
N 823 825 674 674 2996
Note: a  -  in c lu d e s C a t h o l i c s ,  P r o t e s t a n t Churches from Europe, P r o t e s t a n t
Churches developed  in  A f r i c a ,  P r o t e s t a n t  s e c t s  from Europe, and
u n s p e c i f i e d  C h r i s t i a n s .
Source: CAFN I I  1973» a n a l y s i s  by th e  a u th o r .
TABLE 2.7
PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONDENTS BY HIGHEST EDUCATION, SEX
AND RESIDENCE
URBAN RURAL TOTAL
EDUCATIONAL LEVEL ------------------
M F M F
No S ch o o lin g 26 .5 41.7 55.7 73.1 47.7
Koranic e d u c a t io n 1 .8 0 .5 4 .5 1.8 2 .0
Primary e d u c a t io n 20 .6 22.3 20.2 16.5 20.2
Secondary e d u c a t io n 29 .8 23 .0 11.2 5 .9 18.4
Teacher t r a i n i n g 5.7 5 .7  ' 5 .6 1.5 4 .7
T e r t i a r y  e d u c a t io n 15.3 6 .4 1.2 0 .4 6 .3
O th e rs3, 0 .3 0 .5 1 .0 0 .7 0 .7
T o ta l 100 100 100 100 100
N 823 825 674 674 2996
Note: a  -  in c lu d e s u n s p e c i f i e d  e d u c a t io n and ' no re s p o n s e ' •
Source: CAFN I I  1973» a n a l y s i s  by th e  a u th o r .
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CHAPTER 3
SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC SETTINGS IN YORUBA SOCIETY AT THE TIME OF CAEN II
SURVEY
3.1 Family and Society Roles in Family Formation Decisions
According to Leibenstein(l981:381) "almost all explanations of human 
fertility have some decision-making ideas at their heart. At the very least, 
decision-making plays a partial role, especially if choice in some way is 
involved and if we view non-decision as decision(a type of passive choice­
making)". Jones(1977:8) also noted that sociologists stress societal con­
straints on individual decision-making process acting through norms and taste 
formation, whereas economists stress the individual's maximization of utility 
through choices between alternative possibilities with respect to scarce 
resources and time. People, he contended, unquestionably seek to maximize 
their welfare or utility but they do so, according to sociologists, within 
severe cultural and normative constraints which turn out to be important even 
in determining what people understand to be their welfare.
3.1.1 Marriage
In Yoruba society, the desire for offspring as well as a help-mate in the 
household and family economy were responsible for the fact that praotically 
every individual male of the customary age of marriage got married sooner or 
later. In the society, the society’s interest in marriage was both direct 
and very positive. In fact, the kindred of the man and woman who were to 
marry were as equally interested in the marriage to be contracted as the 
individuals who were entering into marriage.
Although society's interest was restricted to the purposes of the union, 
its terms and conditions, the prospects of realising the principal purposes of 
the union and the possible consequences(legal, social, economic and political), 
it could be so overpowering that even the decision of the groom was not 
sought. Similarly, Mendosa(l977:247) observed in northern Ghana that indivi­
duals are not free to make independent decisions about marriage so long as 
they remain under the authority of the conservative lineage elders who are
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the keepers of the ancestral customs and wisdom. Saefullah(l979*20) also 
observed that in Sundanese tradition the extended family had more 
authority than the nuclear in some family decisions including marriages and 
circumcision and that young couples were still influenced by their parents 
especially if they lived together or their houses were in the same compound.
It was therefore the immediate marriage agents of the community at large 
in Yoruba society, who were relatives of the sides to any marriage contract, 
who had a high degree of responsibility for a marriage alliance and who 
always saw to it that the choice of bride or groom was socially approved. It 
was actually the duty of a boy’s immediate female relatives, sisters, aunts or 
first cousins on the father’s side, to look round for a mate for him. The 
only conditions that restricted choice were physical convenience with respect 
to distance, psychological compatibility with respect to dialect, blood rela­
tionship on father's or mother’s line and hereditary diseases or diseases 
believed to be hereditary like leprosy, epilepsy, alcoholism and insanity. 
Caldwell(1982:156) has argued that the reason for this practice in Yoruba 
society may be the society's awareness that serious conjugal ties between the 
bride and groom, even at the early stage of choosing a marriage partner, could 
intensify conjugal emotional relationships to the detriment of the existing 
power structure in the family and society. According to him, social forces 
have tried to weaken these relationships through this system of marriage, the 
result has been that in traditional Yoruba society, relationships that existed 
between spouses even in monogamous marriages were not strong.
Ethnic endogamy was always practised, which therefore implied that almost 
all marital unions were made within the ethnic group. This practice is common 
in West Africa, but as Podlewski(l975:551) observed in Cameroon, it has tended 
to decline, especially in the urban centres where contacts with modern ways of 
life have affected the behaviour pattern of the residents.
5.1.2 Conjugal Relationship
The CAFN II questionnaire included questions which tried to find out the
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degree of emotional relationship that existed between couples by investigating 
sleeping and eating arrangements and how often couples attended social engage­
ments together. The result showed that about half of the respondents reported 
that they always slept with their spouses in the same house, while about 
a third reported sleeping in the same room. Almost half reported that they 
never ate with their spouses and below a third reported eating with their 
spouses. The situation with attendance at social engagements was not different 
for almost half of the respondents never sat with their spouses at parties. 
These findings only pointed to the fact that the type of external manifesta­
tions of conjugal love that obtain in western societies, do not exist in 
purely traditional Yoruba society. Within the limits of the degree of conju­
gal relationship that existed in the society, the urban Yoruba appeared 
to have more affection for their spouses than the rural(Table 3«1)* This 
situation nevertheless may be explained by the traditional arrangement of the 
family homes in the rural areas as against the urban.
In the rural(purely traditional) setting, the husband usually had his 
own room, each of the wives was alloted a room, the children slept either 
with their mothers, if of a tender age or female, or in the varandah. With 
such an arrangement, it was more common in the areas with strong traditional 
values, for husband and wife to live and sleep under one roof than in the same 
room. In the urban centres where financial constraints limited the number of 
rooms even a monogamist could rent, strict adherence to the traditional 
allocation of rooms does not exist.
3.1.3 Marital Obligations
After marriage, apart from the obligations a husband owed his wife and 
parents and even his children, he had more obligation to his father and mother 
in-law. These, according to Fadipe(l970:73) included periodic gifts of 
harvested yams and maize, manual labour especially during planting and har­
vesting periods and gifts of goods, money and services on special occasions 
like funeral and wedding ceremonies. Although the intensity of these obliga-
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TABLE 3 .1
PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF EVER-MARRIED RESPONDENTS BY SPOUSE
RELATIONSHIP AND RESIDENCE
AFFECTION URBAN RURAL TOTAL
S le e p in g  A rran g e m e n t: 
S le p t  in  same room 3 6 .4 2 7 .9 3 2 .3
S le p t  in  same h o u se  n o t  in  same room 4 3 .8 5 2 .6 4 8 .0
S le p t  in  same compound n o t  in  same h o u se 3 .6 5 .3 4 .5
L ived  in  same town o r  v i l l a g e 2 .0 2 .9 2 .5
L ived  in  p la c e s  q u i t e  a p a r t 6 .3 4 .4 5 .4
Widowed, d iv o r c e d ,  p e rm a n e n tly  s e p a r a te d 7 .3 6 .6 6 .9
O th e r8- 0 .6 0 .3 0 .5
T o ta l 100 100 1 0 0
N 1238 1160 2398
E m o tio n a l A f f e c t io n :  
D i s l i k e  h im /h e r 0 .5 0 .3 0 .4
R e s p e c t h im /h e r 8 .7 8 .0 8 . 4
F a i r l y  fo n d  o f  h im /h e r 9 .9 1 4 .9 12 .3
V ery fo n d  o f  h im /h e r 4 8 .7 4 8 .7 4 8 .7
V ery much in  lo v e  w ith  h im /h e r 2 4 .3 21 .1 2 2 .7
V/idowed, d iv o r c e d ,  s e p a r a te d 7 .2 6 . 4 6 .8
O th e r3- 0 .8 0 .6 0 .7
T o ta l 100 100 100
N 1237 1159 2396
E a t in g  A rran g em en t: 
Always a t e  t o g e t h e r 3 6 .0 2 5 .3 3 0 . 8
O c c a s io n a l ly  a t e  t o g e t h e r 2 2 .3 2 0 .4 2 1 .4
N ever a t e  t o g e t h e r 4 1 .7 5 4 .3 4 7 .8
T o ta l 100 <100 100
N 1191 1 1 1 4 1305
S i t t i n g  a t  P a r t i e s :
Always s a t  t o g e t h e r  a t  p a r t i e s 3 6 .2 2 4 . 4 3 0 .5
O c c a s io n a l ly  s a t  t o g e t h e r  a t  p a r t i e s 2 2 .4 20.1 2 1 .3
N ever s a t  t o g e t h e r  a t  p a r t i e s 4 1 .4 5 5 .5 4 8 .2
T o ta l 100 100 100
N 1191 1 1 1 4 2305
N ote: a  -  in c lu d e s  ’ no r e s p o n s e '
S o u rce : CAFN I I  1973» a n a l y s i s  by th e  a u th o r .
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tions has reduced appreciably with modernization, especially for the urban 
men, it is still strong within the pure traditional rural areas.
Parents provided for their sons after marriage, in most cases for periods 
ranging from one month to six. Since Yoruba society was patrilocal, fathers 
provided sufficient land for the exclusive use of the new couples, but until 
the first harvests subsistence was also provided. This form of arrangement 
was also reported for Kenyan society(Monsted, 1977:269) where the support that 
was provided for the new couple involved also the bride’s parents and her 
extended family until children were b o m  to the couple. It was the duty of 
the husband to find employment for the wife, based on which occupation, if any, 
she was trained for in her home. Alternatively he gave her some capital to 
start a trade from money earned from their first harvest. Customarily, even 
though he provided this capital, he was not entitled to the financial returns 
from his wife’s trade.
3.1.4 Polygyny
Brown(1981:322) gave some of the reasons why people chose polygyny in sub- 
Saharan Africa. These included cultural and religious acceptance of the prac­
tice, economic reasons, prestige, desire for many offspring and continual 
marital sexual relationships. In her comparison of the incidence of polygyny 
in the sub-region, she found that within the Yoruba society of western Nigeria, 
68 per cent of married women were in polygynous marriages as against 50 per 
cent in Dakar, Senegal and 30 per cent in Kenya. Podlewski(1975:551) also 
observed that in the Cameroon polygyny concerned about 20-30 per cent of 
married women. In Yoruba traditional society, polygyny was valued for social 
and economic reasons but did not appear to be the most preferred form of 
marriage for many except those who were relatively affluent and were in a 
strong position to maintain a big household. Adepoju(1977:135) observed that 
while the economic pre-requisites for marriage(gifts, bridewealth and expensive 
ceremonies) acted as constraints on the propensity to marry more than one wife, 
the incidence of polygyny nevertheless was substantial, the major incentive
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being the provision of social, economic and domestic assistance by the wives.
The result of CAFN II Survey showed that about 28 per cent of the males had 
more than one wife each, while about ^  per cent of all married females were 
in polygynous marriages. This agreed also with Caldwell*s(1982:16) observa­
tion based on CAFN II that about half of all Yoruba women were in polygynous 
marriages.
Polygyny appeared to be more prevalent in rural than urban centres of the 
society. The result of CAPN II Survey showed that 47 per cent of urban as 
against 5& per cent of the rural females were in polygynous marriages(Table 3«2). 
The same situation was reported for the Cameroon where, according to Brown, 
the proportion of married women in polygynous marriages varied from 17 per cent 
in modern urban suburbs to 68 per cent in rural villages. Caldwell(l976:3) 
attributed this situation to housing shortages and financial difficulties 
which make polygyny less feasible in urban centres. Brown(l981:322) also 
thought that the situation resulted from the variation in reporting polygyny 
between the rural and urban centres.
Incidence of polygyny was also high within the traditional religious 
group. This group, whether urban or rural, had the highest percentage of 
polygynous marriage for both sexes. This situation was not different from 
Podlewski’s(l975i552) observations in the Republic of the Cameroon.
3.1.5 Parenthood
Yoruba society like all developing societies attached much importance 
to parenthood. The most important blessing parents and relatives of a bride 
gave her during her wedding ceremony concerned her longevity, that of her 
husband and her fruitfulness. There was always a prayer to God to bless her 
household, spare her spouse from death, give her both sons and daughters and 
keep her alive to give her daughters in marriage and get wives for her sons. 
According to Fadipe(l970:84), a bride who was found a virgin was the cause of
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TABLE 3.2
PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONDENTS BY POLYGYNOUS MARRIAGE, 
SEX AND RESIDENCE
RESPONDENTS URBAN RURAL TOTAL
Male Respondents: Number of Wives
1 42.0 43.6 42.8
2 14.0 22.3 17.7
3 4.4 6.1 5.1
4+ 4.9 6.1 5.2
Not married 33.3 20.8 27.7
No response 1.3 1.3 1.3
Total 100 100 100
N rovC\JCO 674 1497
3.Female Respondents: Number of wives of husband
1 41.6 38.3 40.1
2 19.0 27.0 23.0
3 9.1 11.7 10.5
4+ 8.5 9.5 8.9
Not married 21.1 11.1 1 6 . 6
No response 0.7 1.5 1.1
Total 100 100 100
N 825 674 1499
Note: a - includes the particular respondent
Source: CAEN II 1973* analysis by the author.
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much r e jo i c in g  to  h e r  husband, and o f  r e jo i c in g  and c o n g ra tu la t io n s  to  h e r  
p a re n ts  and r e l a t i v e s .  I f  on th e  o th e r  hand a b r id e  was found u n c h a s te (n o t a 
v i r g in )  on h e r  b r id a l  n ig h t ,  she s u f f e r e d  c o n s id e ra b le  lo s s  o f fa c e  in  th e  
c i r c l e  o f h e r  husband’ s k in d re d  and a ls o  m issed  a g r e a t  many o f  b r id a l  g i f t s  
from  im p o rta n t members o f h e r  h usband ’ s k in d re d .
F i r s t  b i r t h s  were v e ry  im p o rta n t , w hether male o r  fe m a le . A lthough 
m a rriag e  and c h i ld b e a r in g  s t a r t e d  e a r ly ,  th e  te rm in a t io n  o f c h i ld b e a r in g  d id  
n o t  n e c e s s a r i ly  c o in c id e  w ith  th e  age o f  menopause, n e i th e r  was i t  c o n t ro l le d  
p u re ly  by r a t i o n a l  economic c o n s id e r a t io n s .  There w ere s o c ia l  norms w hich 
te n d ed  to  c o n t ro l  te rm in a t io n  o f c h i ld b e a r in g  in  th e  s o c ie ty .  M others d id  n o t 
b e a r  c h i ld r e n  in  c o m p e tit io n  w ith  t h e i r  d a u g h te rs  o r  so n s . T r a d i t io n  r e q u ire d  
a  m other to  s ta y  w ith  h e r  d a u g h te r  f o r  betw een one and two months a f t e r  
d e l iv e r y  o f a c h i ld  to  h e lp  n u rse  th e  new c h i ld .  I t  was th e r e f o r e  d i f f i c u l t  
f o r  a  m other to  be n u rs in g  h e r  own baby and t h a t  o f  h e r  d a u g h te r  a t  th e  same 
tim e . The f a c t  t h a t  women became grandm others  made i t  a lm ost o b l ig a to r y  t h a t  
th ey  te rm in a te d  t h e i r  c h i ld b e a r in g  f o r  t h e i r  s o c ia l  d u t i e s  as  g randm others  
u s u a l ly  im pinged on t h e i r  d u t ie s  as n u rs in g  m others . L ike most N ig e r ia n  
women, age r a t h e r  th a n  p a r i t y  made women f e e l  l i k e  te rm in a t in g  t h e i r  c h i ld -  
b e a r in g (O k e d i j i ,  1976:128; Ware, 1975:291 and K atcha, 197 8 :5 6 ).
3 .1 .6  I n f e r t i l i t y  o f C ouples
The i n a b i l i t y  o f a  woman to  b e a r  c h i ld r e n  was ta k e n  v e ry  s e r io u s ly  in  the  
s o c ie ty .  B arren n ess  o f a  woman was and s t i l l  i s  looked  upon a s  a  c u r s e ,  and 
was a t t r i b u t e d  to  th e  re a so n s  g iv e n  in  T ab le 3.5» W hile th e  m a jo r i ty  o f 
re sp o n d e n ts  th o u g h t i t  was due to  th e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  th e  woman l i k e  p r e m a r i ta l  
sex , a b o r t io n  and a d u l te r y ,  a  few th o u g h t i t  was due to  bad f e e l in g s  o f  th e  
m a rried  fem ale  tow ards th e  r e l a t i o n s  o f  h e r  husband. T h is  l a s t  re a so n  was one 
o f  th e  s o c ia l  c o n t ro l s  on th e  b eh av io u r o f  bo th  m a rried  and unm arried  fem ales  
in  th e  s o c ie ty .  The same s i t u a t i o n  e x is te d  in  Ib o lan d  where i t  was th e  b e l i e f  
t h a t  a  woman who was n o t f r i e n d l y  w ith  th e  r e l a t i o n s  o f  h e r  husband , e s p e c ia l ly  
th e  younger o n es , showed th a t  she had no lo v e  f o r  c h i ld r e n .  The god o f  c h i ld r e n
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TABLE 3-3
PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONDENTS BY PERCEPTIONS OF THE 
CAUSES OF FEMALE STERILITY
CAUSES UREANM F
RURAL
M
I
F
TOTAL
Not from anything- they have 38.6 44.5 44.7 47.5 43.6
done
Pre-marital sex 30.0 29.6 28.5 29.5 29.4
Venereal disease 14.7 8.5 10.7 9.4 10.9
Adultery 1.2 2.7 4.0 2.7 2.6
Bad feelings with spouse 0.2 0.2 0.3 0.3 0.3
Bad feelings with relatives
of husband 1.1 0.7 1.0 0.6 0.9
Abortion 5.2 5.5 3.4 3.1 4.4
Othera 8.9 8.4 7.4 6.8 7.9
Total 100 100 100 100 100
N 823 825 674 674 2996
Note: a - includes ’no response’
Source: CAFN II 1973» analysis by the author
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i t  was b e l ie v e d , would th e r e f o r e  n o t g iv e  h e r  any c h i ld  o f  h e r  own. Where th e  
re a so n  f o r  i n a b i l i t y  to  p ro c re a te  was th e  im potence o f th e  husband , Yoruba 
custom  fo rb a d e  re m a rr ia g e  o f th e  woman. In s te a d  someone was found among th e  
h u sb a n d 's  r e l a t i v e s  to  whom she t r a n s f e r r e d  h e r  a t t e n t i o n  even though she was 
s t i l l  n o m in a lly  m arried  to  h e r  r e a l  h u sb an d (F ad ip e , 1970:91)• T h is  p r a c t ic e  was 
and s t i l l  i s  a ls o  common in  Ibo s o c ie ty .  T here , in  c a se s  where none o f  th e
h u sb a n d 's  r e l a t i v e s  was in t e r e s t e d  in  th e  woman, she was a llow ed  to  g e t  a man 
o u ts id e  th e  h u sb a n d 's  fa m ily  to  whom she t r a n s f e r r e d  h e r  a t t e n t i o n  w h ile  any 
r e s u l t i n g  c h i ld  belonged  to  h e r  r e a l  husband . Where i n a b i l i t y  to  p ro c re a te  was 
due to  th e  woman's proven  i n f e r t i l i t y ,  a t te m p ts  were u s u a l ly  made to  cu re  h e r  
th rough  h e r b a l i s t s  and th e  o r a c le .  Where such a tte m p ts  p roved  u n s u c c e s s fu l ,  
th e  husband was encouraged  to  m arry a n o th e r  w ife  o r  in  some c a s e s ,  th e  i n f e r t i l e  
w ife  m arried  a n o th e r  w ife  f o r  h e r  husband w ith  h e r  own money.
The i l l  f e e l in g  tow ards th e  b a rre n n e s s  o f  e i t h e r  th e  m a rried  fem ale  o r  
male by th e  s o c ie ty  was r e v e a le d  by th e  r e s u l t s  o f CAFN I I  Survey and O rubuloye 
(1976:370)» Over 90 p e r c e n t  o f bo th  r u r a l  and u rban  re sp o n d e n ts  th o u g h t th a t  
a  woman who found she co u ld  n o t b e a r  a  c h i ld  l iv e d  a  m ise ra b le  and sad  l i f e  
and looked a t  l i f e  as  n o t w orth  l i v i n g .  R a re ly  d id  a w ife  s u s p e c t  h e r  husband 
o f b e in g  th e  cau se  o f h e r  i n f e r t i l i t y .  She acc e p te d  h e r  c o n d i t io n  as G od 's 
d e c is io n .  I f  she l iv e d  a  c le a n  l i f e  b e fo re  m a rr ia g e , she en joyed  a  g r e a t  d e a l  
o f s o c i e t y 's  sym pathy. I f  n o t ,  even though she was r i d i c u l e d ,  sco rn ed  and 
re g a rd e d  as  th e  cause  o f h e r  own problem , she s t i l l  r e c e iv e d  s o c i e t y ’ s sym pathy 
f o r  h e r  p red ic am en t(T ab le  3»4)» The same f a t e  b e f e l l  a  man p roven  to  be 
i n f e r t i l e  b u t h i s  m isery  was g r e a t e r  s in c e  he knew th a t  h i s  name d ie d  w ith  him .
3»1.7  R ole o f  th e  Fam ily  in  th e  S o c ia l i z a t io n  o f  C h ild re n
A ccording  to  F a d ip e (1970:99) and O rubu loye(1 9 7 7 :2 0 4 ), th e  o ld e s t  male 
member o f any fa m ily  com pound(A gbo-ile) was th e  'b a a l e '  o r  f a t h e r  o f  th e  h o u se . 
To a c e r t a i n  e x te n t  each  fa m ily  u n i t  w ith in  th e  compound c o n fin e d  i t s  a t t e n t i o n  
to  i t s  o ra  p a r t  o f o f  th e  compound, b u t th e  s o c i a l i z a t i o n  o f  th e  c h i ld r e n  in  
Yoruba c u l tu r e  and t h e i r  u p b r in g in g  w ere a c t i v i t i e s  w hich u s u a l ly  c u t  a c ro s s
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TABLE 3 .4
PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONDENTS BY PERCEPTION OF SOCIETY'S 
TREATMENT OF STERILE FEMALE AND RESIDENCE
URBAN RURAL TOTAL
TREATMENT M F M F
Do n o t  t r e a t  h e r  bad ly 18.0 17.5 18.2 17.5 17.8
Scorn h e r ,  and g o s s ip 26 .0 20.2 20 .9 20 .0 21 .9
Say bad th in g s  d u r in g  
q u a r r e l s ,  b u l ly  h e r 4 .4 4 .4 5 .2 2 .5 4.1
Sym pathise w ith  h e r 25 .6 30.4 29-8 30.6 29 .0
Say she caused  i t  h e r s e l f 6 .7 7 .9 3 .0 3 .3 5 .4
Do n o t  r e s p e c t  h e r 5 .8 4.1 5.2 4 .9 5 .0
Give h e r  a d v ic e ( c u r e ,  
r e m a r r ia g e ) 0 .2 0 .7 1.5 1.0 0 .8
T re a t  h e r  w e l l  i f  good, 
b ad ly  i f  wicked 10.2 10.5 11.6 14.5 11.6
O ther3, 3 .0 4 .2 4« 6 5 .6
C
O•
C
\J
T o ta l 100 100 100 100 100
N 823 825 674 674 2996
Note: a -  in c lu d e s  'no resp on se'
Source: CAFN I I  1973» a n a l y s i s  by th e  a u th o r .
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fa m ily  u n i t  b o u n d arie s  w ith in  th e  compound. C h ild re n  o f  th e  compound were a t  
l i b e r t y  to  go from  one p a r t  o f th e  compound to  a n o th e r . Every a d u l t  male and 
in  c e r t a i n  c a se s  fe m a le (w ife )  was o b lig e d  to  c h a s t i s e  any c h i ld  o f  th e  compound 
who fo u g h t a n o th e r , used  f o u l  language on th e  e ld e r s ,  s t o l e  o r  f a i l e d  to  use  
b e f i t t i n g  g r e e t in g s  f o r  th e  e ld e r s  o f  th e  compound.
W ith t h i s  ty p e  o f  s e tu p  o f fa m ily  u n i t s  w ith in  th e  la rg e  compound and th e  
la c k  o f s o c ia l  and economic b o rd e r l in e s  betw een th e  fa m ily  u n i t s ,  e d u c a tio n  o f 
c h i ld r e n  o f th e  compound in  th e  custom s, m o ra ls , s u p e r s t i t i o n s  and law s o f  th e  
s o c ie ty  was th e  d u ty  o f  a l l  th e  members o f  th e  compound. C h ild re n  were f r e e  
to  l i v e  w ith in  any o f  th e  fa m ily  u n i t s  th e y  chose o th e r  th a n  t h e i r  b io lo g ic a l  
fa m ily  u n i t s  in  th e  compound. As th e y  grew up th ey  ten d ed  to  r e g a rd  th e  k in  
w ith  whom th e y  l iv e d  th ro u g h o u t c h ild h o o d  as  t h e i r  b io lo g ic a l  p a re n ts  and th e se  
k in  on t h e i r  own p a r t ,  a cc e p te d  them so . T h is s i t u a t i o n  h as  alw ays posed a 
problem  in  s o c ia l  e n q u i r ie s  where i t  i s  u s u a l ly  d i f f i c u l t ,  w ith o u t p ro b in g , to  
c o l l e c t  r e l i a b l e  in fo rm a tio n  on c h i ld r e n  e v e r  b o rn .
A n a ly s is  o f CAFE I I  Survey re v e a le d  th a t  o v e r a  t h i r d  o f  th e  re sp o n d e n ts  
had a t  l e a s t  one c h i ld  below th e  age o f  f i f t e e n  y e a rs  l i v i n g  e lsew h ere  and th a t  
a lm o st 40 p e r c e n t o f th e  r u r a l  re sp o n d e n ts  as a g a in s t  ab o u t 35 p e r  c e n t o f  
t h e i r  u rban  c o u n te rp a r ts  had a t  l e a s t  one o f  t h e i r  c h i ld r e n  l i v in g  e lsew h ere  
T able 3»5)* The t a b le  a lso  shows t h a t  u rban  re sp o n d e n ts  more th a n  th e  r u r a l  
had a t  l e a s t  one c h i ld  n o t t h e i r  own l i v i n g  w ith  them. Among th e  re a so n s  g iv en  
f o r  a llo w in g  c h i ld r e n  to  l i v e  e lsew h ere  e d u c a tio n  and a p p re n t ic e s h ip  o f  th e  
c h i ld r e n  to g e th e r  w ith  h e lp  in  th e  new ho u seh o ld  ran k ed  h ig h e s t  (T able 
"To ea se  th e  economic burden  o f  th e  p a re n t  fa m ily "  as a  re a so n  was n o t v e ry  
s i g n i f i c a n t ,  e s p e c ia l ly  w ith in  th e  r u r a l  c e n t r e s .  T h is  was n o t s u r p r i s in g  
s in c e  g e n e r a l ly  th e  r u r a l  p o p u la tio n  d id  n o t see  c h i ld r e n  as any economic burden .
The most s i g n i f i c a n t  re a so n s  g iv e n  by re sp o n d e n ts  f o r  h av in g  c h i ld r e n  
o th e r  th a n  t h e i r  own l i v in g  w ith  them were e d u c a tio n  o f  r e l a t i v e s ,  a p p re n t ic e ­
s h ip  o f n o n - r e la t iv e s ,  c a re  o f  o th e r  r e l a t i v e s  whose p a re n ts  w ere away o r  dead 
and f o r  h e lp  in  th e  h o u seh o ld (T a b le  3»7)» T h is  a u th o r  h as  o b se rv ed  t h a t  i t  i s
36
TA3LE
PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONDENTS BY RESIDENCE 
OF THEIR CHILDREN BELOW 15 YEARS
NUMBER OF CHILDREN URBAN RURAL
TOTAL
M F M F
Own C h i ld re n  l i v i n g  
E lse w h e re :
Nonea 6 6 .5 6 4 .6 5 7 .5 6 2 .1 6 3 .O
1-2 15.1 2 2 .2 2 1 . 8 2 2 . 8 2 0 .3
3 -4 9 .8 1 1 .0 1 0 .8 1 2 .5 1 1 .0
5 -6 4 .9 1 .5 5 .6 1 .9 3 .4
7+ 3 .9 0 .7 4 .3 0 .7 2 .3
T o ta l 100 100 100 100 100
N 823 825 674 674 2996
O th e r  C h i ld re n  l i v i n g  
w ith  R e sp o n d e n t:
None3, 5 8 .1 6 1 .3 6 8 .0 7 4 .5 6 5 .1
1 -2 2 9 .0 2 9 .8 2 2 . 6 2 0 .0 2 5 .3
3-4 9 .1 6 .7 6 . 8 4 * 6 6 .9
5 -6 2 .9 1 .5 0 .9 0 . 6 1 .5
7+ 0 .9 0 .7 0 .7 0 .3 0 . 6
T o ta l 100 100 100 100 100
N 823 825 674 674 2996
N ote : a  -  in c lu d e s  'n o  r e s p o n s e '
S o u rc e : CAFN I I  1973» a n a l y s i s  by th e  a u th o r
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TABLE 3 .6
PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONDENTS WHOSE CHILDREN WERE 
LIVING ELSEWHERE BY REASON AND RESIDENCE
REASONS URBAN RURAL TOTAL
F o r e d u c a t io n 51.1 58.1 5 4 .6
A p p r e n tic e s h ip 5 .8 12 .6 9 .2
L iv in g  w ith  o th e r s  to  
to  lo o k  f o r  work
be n e a r  work o r
3 .9 6 .5 5 .2
L iv in g  w ith  o th e r s  to be o f  h e lp 1 1 .9 5 -5 8 .9
L iv in g  w ith  o th e r s  to  
b u rd en  on home f a m ily
e a s e  econom ic
4 .8 2 .9 3 .9
J u s t  to  be w ith  a n o th e r  r e l a t i v e 5 .5 5 .2 5 -3
A lrea d y  m a rr ie d 1 .2 1 . 8 1 .4
L iv in g  w ith  th e  o th e r p a r e n t 1 5 .8 7 .4 11 .6
T o ta l 100 100 100
N 311 310 621
N ote: N -  r e s p o n d e n ts  whose c h i l d r e n  w ere l i v i n g 1 e ls e w h e re
S o u rc e : CAFN I I  1973* a n a ly s i s  by th e  a u th o r .
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TABLE 3.7
PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONDENTS LIVING WITH 
OTHER CHILDREN BY REASON AND RESIDENCE
REASONS URBAN RURAL TOTAL
Education of relatives 51.1 41.7 47.7
M of non-relatives 2.9 3.1 3.0
Apprenticeship of non-relatives 11.3 8.1 10.2
Care of grand children - parents present 1.5 2.9 2.0
Care of grand children - parents away 6.8 8.4 7.4
Care of grand children - parents dead 0.8 1.0 0.9
Care of other relatives - parents present 2.3 4.7 3.2
Care of other relatives - parents away 7.3 10.2 8.3
Care of other relatives - parents dead 4.1 6.8 5.1
Care of non-relatives - parents present 0.2 0.5 0.3
Care of non-relatives - parents away 1.4 1.0 1.2
Care of non-relatives - parents dead 0.5 0.3 0.4
Help in the household 8.9 7.9 8.5
Other3, 1.2 3.1 1.9
To tal 100 100 100
N 662 381 1043
Note: a - includes ’no response’
N - respondents living with other children only.
Care of grand children and relatives includes ’apprenticeship’
Source: CAFN II 1973» analysis by the author.
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th e  p r a c t ic e  in  Yoruba s o c ie ty  and. o th e r  s o c i e t i e s  in  N ig e r ia  l i k e  th e  Ibo 
s o c ie ty  to  g iv e  e d u c a tio n  o f r e l a t i v e s  and h e lp  in  th e  househo ld  as s e p a ra te  
re a so n s  f o r  ta k in g  in  c h i ld r e n  o th e r  th a n  t h e i r  own. In  p r a c t ic e  a c h i ld  was 
ta k en  i n , e s p e c i a l l y  in  th e  u rban  c e n t r e s ,  in  o rd e r  t h a t  he o r she would s t a r t  
s c h o o lin g  and a f t e r  sch o o l h o u rs  gave h e lp  in  th e  h o u seh o ld . T h is h e lp  w ith in  
th e  Yoruba s o c ie ty  in c lu d e d  ta k in g  c a re  o f th e  o th e r  c h i ld r e n  o f th e  househo ld  
and haw king of goods e s p e c ia l ly  i f  th e  c h i ld  was a  g i r l .
3 .2  Fe.mily as an Economic U nit
A ccord ing  to  O ru b u lo y e(1976:363) th e  Yoruba were p e a sa n t c u l t i v a t o r s  
grow ing such c ro p s as yams, r i c e ,  c a s sa v a , cocoyams and p la n ta in s .  Every man 
was v i r t u a l l y  a  p ro d u cer on h i s  own accoun t and a g r i c u l tu r e  s o le ly  depended on 
n a tu r e .  M echan ization  and s c i e n t i f i c  a g r i c u l tu r e  were n o t th e  p r a c t ic e  hence 
o n ly  th e  two m ajor s e a so n s , d ry  and w e t( ra in y )  c o n t ro l le d  p la n t in g  and h a rv e s ­
t i n g .  Cocoa form ed th e  main cash  c ro p  s in c e  most o f th e  o th e r  c ro p s were 
c u l t i v a t e d  f o r  s u b s is te n c e .
The r e s u l t  o f  CAFN I I  Survey showed t h a t  w h ile  o v er one t h i r d  o f th e  male 
re sp o n d e n ts  were engaged in  fa rm in g  and f i s h in g ,  a lm ost a h a l f  o f  th e  fem ales 
were engaged in  p e t ty  t r a d in g .  W hite c o l l a r  and s k i l l e d  jo b s  w ere la r g e ly  th e  
p ro v in c e s  o f th e  m ales. T h is  can be e x p la in e d  by th e  f a c t  t h a t  more o f the  
m ales were edu ca ted  and as t h i s  was a  p r e - r e q u i s i t e  f o r  such jo b s ,  more males 
were q u a l i f i e d  th an  th e  fe m a le s . T here appeared  a marked d i s t i n c t i o n  betw een 
th e  u rban  and r u r a l  re sp o n d e n ts  w ith  r e s p e c t  to  o c c u p a tio n . W hile abou t 39 
p er c e n t  o f th e  u rban  m ales were engaged in  w h ite  c o l l a r  jo b s ,  on ly  ab o u t 12 
per c e n t o f t h e i r  r u r a l  c o u n te rp a r ts  were in  such jo b s .  On th e  o th e r  hand ab o u t 
60 p er c e n t o f  th e  r u r a l  as a g a in s t  17 p e r  c e n t o f th e  u rban  m ales were fa rm e rs . 
T his u r b a n - r u r a l  d i s t i n c t i o n  a lso  was observ ed  f o r  th e  fem a les  w ith  r e s p e c t  to  
w h ite  c o l l a r  jo b s  and unpaid  fa m ily  h e lp (T a b le  3»8)« The ta b le  shows c l e a r ly  
th a t  w hether r u r a l  o r  u rb an , th e  m ajor o c c u p a tio n  o f  Yoruba fem a les  was p e t ty  
t r a d in g .  T his ag reed  w ith  th e  f in d in g s  o f Arowolo(1973 • 333)* C a ld w e ll(1982:15) 
and W are(1975 • 279)*
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TABLE 3 .8
PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONDENTS 
BY OCCUPATION AND RESIDENCE
OCCUPATION
URBAN RURAL TOTAL
M F M F
F arm in g  o r  f i s h i n g 17 .3 2 .4 5 6 . 5 1 1 .9 2 0 .8
Urban p r o f e s s i o n a l ,  
m a n a g e r i a l ,  w h i t e  c o l l a r 3 4 .8 18 .7 11.3 2 .8 17 .8
S k i l l e d 2 5 .2 12 .5 17.1 10 .7 16 .6
U n s k i l l e d 4 .0 3 .5 3.1 3 .7 3 .7
H ousew if  e ( o n l y ) - 9 .0 - 7 .6 4 .2
P e t t y  t r a d i n g 7 .0 42 .1 5 .5 4 7 . 6 2 5 .4
U npaid  f a m i l y  h e l p  on fa rm  
o r  b u s i n e s s 0 .9 5 .0 1 . 0 1 1 .3 4 .4
S tu d e n t 9 . 8 6 .8 4 .9 4 .0 6 .6
O th e r3, 1 .0 0 .1 0 . 6 0 .3 0 .5
T o t a l 100 too 100 100 100
N 823 825 674 674 2996
N ote :  a  -  i n c l u d e s  ’no re sp o n se *
S o u rc e : CAFN I I  1973» a n a l y s i s  by t h e  a u th o r
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3 .2 .1  D iv is io n  o f Labour w ith in  th e  Fam ily
A lthough some p e rc e n ta g e  o f th e  fe m a le s (m o s tly  m a rried ) w ere engaged w ith
'  •*
fa rm in g , th e y  were o n ly  ex p ec ted  to  ta k e  p a r t  in  h a rv e s t in g  w h ile  th e  males
s o le ly  d id  th e  t i l l i n g  o f th e  f i e l d s  and p la n t in g  o f  th e  c ro p s . Much o f th e  
work o f  th e  fem ales  in  th e  farm  in v o lv ed  p ro c e s s in g  o f th e  h a rv e s te d  c ro p s  so 
as  to  b r in g  them to  a  s ta g e  o r  two n e a re r  th e  p o in t  o f  u l t im a te  consum ption and 
p r e s e rv a t io n  a g a in s t  verm in , in s e c t s  and w e a th e r(F a d ip e , 1970:148)* In d i s ­
p o s in g  th e  farm  p ro d u ce , bo th  male and fem ale  had t h e i r  r e s p e c t iv e  r o l e s .  Much 
o f  th e  s e l l i n g  n e v e r th e le s s  was done by th e  fem a le . The p r o f i t  from  s a le s  o f 
h a rv e s te d  c ro p s  was u s u a l ly  sh a red  betw een th e  c o u p le s  in  p ro p o r tio n s  p re v io u s ly  
ag ree d  to  by them. Women th e r e f o r e  had t h e i r  own s e p a ra te  acc o u n ts  and were 
f r e e  to  go on w ith  t h e i r  own economic p u r s u i t .  In  polygynous com pounds(house­
h o ld s )  t h i s  economic independence was most pronounced even in  u rban  c e n t r e s .
T h is  economic independence w ith in  th e  fa m ily  le d  e a r ly  a n th ro p o lo g is ts  to  con­
c lu d e  t h a t  th e  s o c ie ty  was f a r  from  b e in g  a  s in g le  s o c ie ty  b u t com prised  s e p a ra te  
male and fem ale s e c t io n s ,  a t  l e a s t  in  economic te rm s(C a ld w e ll , 1 9 82 :38 ).
W ith in  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  h o u seh o ld , i t  was a woman's d u ty  to  cook f o r  h e r  
husband and to  keep th e  house w h ile  th e  husband m a in ta in ed  th e  ro o f  o v e r h e r  
head  and su p p lie d  h e r  w ith  food  f o r  th e  h ouseho ld  from  th e  s to r e  o f  th e  h a r v e s t .  
In  th e  u rb an  c e n tre s  th e  s i t u a t i o n  was same, b u t in s te a d  o f th e  husband 
m a in ta in in g  th e  r o o f ,  he p a id  th e  r e n t  f o r  t h e i r  a p a r tm e n t. W ith in  polygynous 
h o u seh o ld s  t h i s  d iv i s io n  o f  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  m ight n o t h o ld  s t r i c t l y ,  hence th e  
w ives a tte m p te d  to  fen d  f o r  th em se lv es  and t h e i r  c h i ld r e n .
3 .2 .2  Income
CAFN I I  Survey r e s u l t ( T a b le  3*9) re v e a le d  a s i g n i f i c a n t  d i s p a r i t y  betw een 
m ales and fem ales  in  in d iv id u a l  incom es. W hile more th a n  a  f i f t h  o f  th e  women 
had m onthly incomes below f iv e  F a i r a  compared w ith  o n ly  ab o u t a  te n th  o f  th e  
men, in  th e  h ig h e s t  income b ra c k e t fem a les  were a lm o st u n re p re s e n te d . T his 
s i t u a t i o n  co u ld  be e x p la in e d  by th e  f a c t  t h a t  more m ales th a n  fem a les  w ere 
in  w h ite  c o l l a r  jo b s  w ith  a  h ig h  m onthly incom e. Fem ale p e t ty  t r a d e r s  co u ld  be
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g e t t i n g  h ig h  m onthly n e t  p r o f i t ,  b u t f o r  f e a r  o f  p o s s ib le  t a x a t io n  by g o v ern ­
m ent, would n o t want to  d e c la re  i t .  The problem  o f  g e t t i n g  c o r r e c t  income 
d a ta  h a s  alw ays p lagued  s o c ia l  e n q u i r ie s  in  N ig e r ia  and an enum erato r has 
alw ays to  c l e a r  h im se lf  o r  h e r s e l f  o f any a s s o c ia t io n  w ith  any governm ent ta x  
d ep artm en t b e fo re  most s e l f  employed re sp o n d e n ts  a re  p rep a red  to  g iv e  any 
in fo rm a tio n (e v e n  fak ed ) on t h e i r  incom e.
T ab le  3 .9  a ls o  shows th a t  male and fem ale  u rban  re sp o n d e n ts  ea rn ed  h ig h e r  
in d iv id u a l  incom es th an  t h e i r  r u r a l  c o u n te r p a r ts .  T h is co u ld  be e x p la in e d  by 
th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e r e  were more wage e a rn e rs  in  th e  u rban  th a n  r u r a l  a r e a s .  I t  
shou ld  be remembered t h a t  one o f th e  problem s o f economic su rv ey s  in  p e a sa n t 
s o c i e t i e s  e s p e c i a l l y  in  r u r a l  a r e a s ,  h as  alw ays been th e  e s t im a t io n  and co n v er­
s io n  o f income in to  m onetary v a lu e s .  In Yoruba s o c ie ty  e s t im a t io n  even in  
u rban  c e n t r e s  f a c e s  th e  same problem  s in c e ,  as  a lre a d y  o b se rv ed , ov er 10 p e r  c e n t  
o f th e  u rb an  p o p u la tio n  w ere fa rm e rs . F o r th e  p e a sa n t fa rm e rs  in  th e  r u r a l  
a r e a s ,  income was s e a s o n a l .  S a le  o f  co coa , th e  main cash  e a rn e r ,  was w ith in  
s p e c i f i c  sea so n s  o f  th e  y e a r  hence income from  cocoa was p e r io d ic .  I f  a  su rvey  
was tim ed o u ts id e  th e  s e l l i n g  seaso n  o f  cocoa and q u e s tio n s  were asked  on 
income l a s t  m onth, o b v io u s ly  th e  cocoa fa rm e rs  would answ er "none" o r  j u s t  
s p e c u la te .
3 .2 .3  Economic R e s p o n s ib i l i t i e s  o f  th e  Fam ily
The econom ic r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  o f  th e  fa m ily  members bo th  to  one a n o th e r  
and to  th e  ex ten d ed  fa m ily  members w ere enorm ous. B efore th e  in t r o d u c t io n  o f 
a  common medium o f  exchange in  th e  s o c ie ty ,  a c c o rd in g  to  F a d ip e ( l9 7 0 :1 6 5 ) ,  th e  
annual p ro d u c tio n  o f an av e ra g e  Yoruba fa rm er co u ld  co v er th e  norm al
c u r r e n t  consum ption  o f fo o d  and o th e r  p ro d u c ts  f o r  h im se lf  and h i s  fa m ily ; 
g i f t s  o r  t r i b u t e s  to  th e  c h i e f ,  p a tro n  o r  o th e r  r e l a t i v e s ;  consum ption o f food  
and o th e r  fa rm  p ro d u c ts  d u r in g  tim es o f f e s t i v a l ,  f u n e r a l  o r  m arriag e  ce rem o n ies; 
seeds f o r  n e x t p la n t in g  se a so n ; and sa v in g s  in  th e  form  o f  l iv e s to c k .  W ith 
m o n e tiz a tio n  o f th e  economy, in v e s tm e n ts  were red u ced  on l iv e s to c k  and f o r  
a re a s  where cocoa th r iv e d ,  in v e s tm e n ts  to o k  th e  form  o f c l e a r in g  and p la n t in g
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TABLE 3 .9
PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONDENTS BY MONTHLY 
INCOME AND RESIDENCE
INCOME
URBAN RURAL TOTAL
M F M F
Under »5 6 .0 15.8 13 .8 2 7 .9 15.4
»5 -  »9 .99 5 .0 9.1 13.1 2 3 .3 12.0
»10 -  » 1 9 .99 10 .4 12.6 20 .9 16.5 14.8
»20 -  »39 .99 16.6 13.6 19.0 7 .6 14.3
»40 -  »79 .99 2 0 .3 15.8 14.2 4 .0 14 .0
»80 -  »159.99 14.7 7 .6 3 .0 0 .4 6 .9
»160 -  »399.99 8 .0 3 .5 1 .5 0 .3 3 .6
»400 and above 3 .9 0 .7 0 .4 0 .0 1 .4
No income 8 .7 10.8 5 .2 9 .2 8 .6
U nable to  e s tim a te 6 .4 10 .4 8 .9 10.8 9.1
T o ta l 100 100 100 100 100
N 823 825 674 674 2996
S ource : CAEN II  1973 , a n a ly s i s by th e a u th o r .
TABLE 3 .10
INVESTMENT IN THE EDUCATION OF ONE'S CHILDREN(OR RELATIVES):
RESPONDENTS * REPLIES BY RESIDENCE
URBAN RURAL TOTAL
PROPOSITION
M F M F
"B est in v e stm en t i s  :Ln th e
e d u c a tio n  o f  o n e ’ s c h i ld r e n  o r
r e l a t i v e s " : A g r e e 96 .7 97 .6 98 .5 9 7 .3 97 .5
D isag ree 2 .8 2 .3 1 .0 2 .2 2.1
O th era 0 .5 0.1 0 .5 0 .5 0 .4
T o ta l 100 100 100 100 100
N 823 825 674 674 2996
N ote: a -  in c lu d e s 'n o  o p in io n ' , ' n o t  a p p l i c a b l e ’ , 'no  :re s p o n s e '
S ou rce : CAEN I I  1973» a n a ly s i s  by th e  a u th o r .
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larger areas of land. Also with popularization of education, investment in
one's children's education, education of siblings and other relatives became
*
the vogue. According to Caldwell(1982:41) part of the result of CAEN II survey 
showed that 98 per cent of the respondents agreed to the proposition that an 
older brother should help his younger brothers' and sisters' children if the 
younger brothers and sisters were poor. The economic aspirations of the 
family therefore became enlarged to cope with the new areas of investment 
especially education, commerce and agriculture. Education as already mentioned 
involved the education of own children and other relatives and almost all 
respondents(98 per cent) agreed with the proposition that the best investment 
is in the education of one's own children or relatives(Table %10).
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CHAPTER 4
FAMILY SIZE AND ATTITUDES TO BIRTH CONTROL 
4.1 Accepted Family Size
Of the three Changing African Family projects, CAFN II was the study that 
attempted to collect information on the perceived best family size within the 
Yoruba society. Many questions were asked which related to the best family 
size perceptions under various environments and circumstances within the 
society. For this study, one of these questions "what do you think is the 
best number of children to have" seemed to be most useful. This was because 
by giving the respondents the option of thinking, it was obvious that they 
considered their environment and circumstances before deciding on what they 
thought would be the best number of children to have. Circumstances here 
included parity, age, education, economic conditions while environment included 
urban and rural habitat. As Ware(1974b:15) argued, the use of "best" appeared 
to be more adequate than the use of "ideal" in framing the question because 
a translation of "best" raises fewer extraneous issues than that of "ideal".
Also the form of the question gave room for subjective judgement since the 
individual respondent was asked what he/she thought was the best number to 
have not just the best number of children for women in the society. This 
inbuilt subjectivity gave room for variations in the numeric responses.
For the CAFN II Survey, Ware(1974b) found a standard deviation of 1.93 
for female numeric responses and 2.49 for male numeric responses, which she 
argued was greater than those of the American or Western Europe studies.
When the respondents were grouped into urban and rural categories, this author 
found a standard deviation of 2.87 and 3*53 for urban and rural male responses, 
and 1.75 and 2.23 for urban and rural female numeric responses. Ware(l974b:17) 
also found that the mean ideal family size for Nigeria from the CAFN II Survey 
was 5*7» The result of CAFN II Survey also showed that for both urban and rural 
mothers, the mean best number of children declared was generally higher than
46
th e  mean number o f c h i ld r e n  a c t u a l l y  produced  e s p e c ia l ly  amongst m others aged 
below 40 y ean s . The d i f f e r e n c e  a lso  ap peared  h ig h e r  amongst th e  r u r a l  th an  
u rb an  fe m a le s . F or fem a les  aged 40  y e a rs  to  49 y e a rs  th e  d i f f e r e n c e  ap peared  
l e s s  s u b s t a n t i a l  and in  th e  age groups 45_49 and 50+ "the u rban  a c tu a l  mean was 
h ig h e r  th a n  th e  ' b e s t ' .  For th e  r u r a l  fe m a le s , th e  a c tu a l  mean was o n ly  h ig h e r  
th a n  th e  ’ b e s t '  a t  th e  age o f  50+* T h is  s i t u a t i o n  may be due to  th e  f a c t  t h a t  
a t  th e se  h ig h  ages m ost o f th e  m others had  f in i s h e d  c h i ld  b e a r in g  and were n o t 
w o rr ie d  abou t w hat number th e y  gave as  b e s t  to  th e  en um era to r. They m ight a ls o  
have w anted to  g iv e  j u s t  a num eric re sp o n se  w hich th ey  f e l t  m ight s a t i s f y  th e  
enum era to r w ith o u t r e a l l y  th in k in g  much ab o u t what r e p ly  th ey  gave and th e re b y  
av o id ed  f u r th e r  p ro b in g (T a b le  4*1)»
When num eric re sp o n se s  to  th e  q u e s tio n  on th e  b e s t  number o f c h i ld r e n  to  
have were viewed a g a in s t  d i f f e r e n t  so c io -eco n o m ic , dem ographic and environm en­
t a l  backgrounds o f  th e  re sp o n d e n ts  v e ry  i n t e r e s t i n g  r e s u l t s  w ere o b ta in e d .
W are( 1975s279) o b served  t h a t  th e  sex  o f  th e  re sp o n d e n ts  was n o t as im p o rtan t 
as t h e i r  socio -econom ic c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  in  d e te rm in in g  a t t i t u d e s  tow ards fa m ily  
s iz e  id e a ls  w ith in  th e  Yoruba s o c ie ty .  An a tte m p t h a s  been made w ith in  th e  
p r e s e n t  s tu d y  to  rev iew  t h i s  c o n c lu s io n  by c o n t r o l l i n g  f o r  two broad  e n v i­
ro n m en ta l c a te g o r ie s  -  u rban  and r u r a l .  W are(l975*280) a lso  computed p e rc e n ­
ta g e s  o f th e  re sp o n d e n ts  in  v a r io u s  soc io -econom ic  g roups who a cc ep ted  l e s s  
th a n  o r  fo u r  and l e s s  th a n  o r  f iv e  c h i ld r e n  as  id e a l  number to  have am ongst 
th e  CAFN I I  Survey sam ple p o p u la tio n , b u t d id  n o t la y  much em phasis on t h e i r  
r u r a l  o r  u rban  backgound.
The r e s u l t  o f  th e  p r e s e n t  c o m p u ta tio n s(T ab le  4»2) le d  to  th e  c o n c lu s io n  
th a t  f o r  every  so c io -econom ic  and dem ographic group, u rban  re sp o n d e n ts  
a c c e p te d  a  low er number o f  c h i ld r e n  as b e s t .  When th e  re sp o n se s  w ith in  th e se  
g roups were ranked  in  th e  o rd e r  o f r e s id e n c e  and sex , i t  was o b serv ed  th a t  
a lth o u g h  th e re  were some e x c e p tio n s ,  th e  g e n e ra l  t r e n d  was t h a t  u rban  fem a les  
a c c e p te d  th e  lo w e s t number o f c h i ld r e n  as b e s t  fo llo w ed  by u rb an  m ales and th e n  
by r u r a l  m ales and fe m a le s . For th e  r u r a l  subgroup th e  d i f f e r e n c e  in  th e
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TABLE 4.1
COMPARISON OF ACTUAL MEAN NUMBER OF CHILDREN AND MEAN OF »BEST» NUMBER 
OF CHILDREN FOR YORUBA FEMALE RESPONDENTS BY AGE AND RESIDENCE
URBAN RURAL
AGE=GR0UP Actual Mean Difference Actual Mean Difference
Mean 1 Best* of Mean Mean ’Best’ of Mean
a b c X y z
17-19 2.0 4.7 2.7 1.0 5-5 4.5
20-24 1.5 5.1 3.6 2.1 5.8 3.7
25-29 2.3 5.3 3.0 2.7 5.7 3.0
30-34 3.6 5.8 2.2 3.5 6.4 2.9
35-39 4.2 5.6 1.4 4.6 6.6 2.0
40-44 5.8 6.1 0.3 5.9 7.2 1.3
45-49 5.9 5.6 -0.3 6.2 6.9 0.7
50+ 6.1 5.7 -0.4 6.7 6.5 -0.2
Note: c » (b-a)
z = (y-x)
Source: CAFN II 1973» analysis by the author
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TABLE 4 . 2
MEAN NUMBER OF CHILDREN CONSIDERED 1 BEST1 BY RESPONDENTS OF 
VARIOUS SOCIO-ECONOMIC, DEMOGRAPHIC AND RESIDENTIAL
GROUPS
GROUPS
URBAN
-  i p
RURAL
M 5 F
n Mean n Mean n Mean n Mean
AGE(YEARS)
1 7 -1 9 42 5 . 2 63 4 . 7 37 5 . 6 31 5 . 5
2 0 - 2 4 131 5 .1 153 5 . 0 6 6 5 . 4 8 6 5 . 8
2 5 -2 9 139 5 . 4 101 5 .1 76 5 . 9 80 5 .7
3 0 -3 4 10 2 5 .5 105 5 .7 6 4 6 . 4 72 6 . 4
3 5 -3 9 69 5 .8 67 5 . 6 67 6 .3 48 6 .2
4 0 - 4 4 47 6 .2 45 5 . 9 2 6 7 . 8 44 6 . 6
4 5 -4 9 29 6 . 3 27 5 . 6 21 6 . 4 20 6 . 9
50+ 78 6 .3 51 5 .7 65 6 . 4 43 6 .5
RESIDENCE
U r b a n / R u r a l 637 5 . 6 6 1 3 5 . 3 422 6 .2 425 6 .1
RELIGION
Moslem 180 6 .1 16 2 5 . 5 144 6 . 3 151 6 .1
C h r i s t i a n 425 5 . 4 411 5 .2 259 6 .1 250 6 . 0
OCCUPATION
F a rm in g 82 6 .1 11 5 . 4 201 6 .7 31 6 . 6
P r o f e s s i o n a l 246 5 . 3 1 4 0 4 . 9 61 5 . 4 19 5 . 4
S k i l l e d 154 5 . 9 80 5 . 3 86 6 .2 45 6 . 4
U n s k i l l e d 28 5 . 6 20 5 .1 14 5 .7 14 5 .8
H o u s e w if e - - 49 5 . 6 - - 31 5 . 8
P e t t y  T r a d e r 39 6 . 0 231 5 . 7 21 5 .7 215 6 .2
U n p a id  F a m i ly
H e lp * 31 5 .5 * 44 6 . 4
S t u d e n t 77 5 . 0 50 4 . 8 32 5 . 3 24 5 . 0
INCOME
ZN5 33 5 . 6 79 6 .1 49 5 . 8 110 6 . 6
N5 -  9 . 9 9 31 5 . 7 55 5 . 5 45 6 .5 1 0 5 6 . 2
»10 -  1 9 . 9 9 62 5 . 9 80 5 .3 91 6 . 8 82 6 .2
» 2 0  -  3 9 . 9 9 108 5 . 9 78 5 . 4 83 6 .3 33 5 .2
» 4 0  -  7 9 .9 9 12 7 5 . 4 1 1 6 5 .1 75 5 . 9 19 6 .2
»80  -  1 5 9 .9 9 98 5 . 4 51 5 . 0 11 6 . 3 *
»160  -  3 9 9 .9 9 57 5 . 2 26 5 . 5 * *
»400+ 25 6 . 4 * * *
No Income 66 5 .1 75 5 .1 33 5 . 3 39 5 .5
MARITAL STATUS
E v e r - m a r r i e d 386 5 . 8 470 5 . 5 298 6 . 4 367 6 .2
N e v e r - m a r r i e d 2 5 0 5 . 2 143 4 . 8 123 5 . 6 57 5 .3
( C o n t d . )
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TABLE 4 • 2 C ontinued
t
URBAN
1
RURAL
Uxiuu ro M i F I M i F
n Mean n * Mean n Mean n Mean
EDUCATION
No S ch o o lin g 127 6 .3 202 5 .9 208 6 .8 290 6 .3
Prim ary 129 5 .9 141 5 .3 106 5 .8 85 6.1
Secondary 261 5 .3 219 5 .0 99 5 .5 44 4-9
T e r t ia r y 118 5 .2 48 4 .7 * *
BIRTH CONTROL
Never used 261 5 .3 178 5.1 169 5 .9 93 5 .9
Ever used  co n -
t r a c e p t iv e s 116 5.1 104 5.1 21 5 .6 31 5 .2
P o s tn a ta l
a b s tin e n c e 255 6.1 326 5 .8 225 6 .5 298 6 .3
LIVE BIRTHS
1 52 5 .3 70 5.1 38 5 .6 53 5 .8
2 109 5 .2 88 5 .3 41 5 .7 64 5 .8
3 48 5 .5 80 5 .5 38 5 .8 58 6 .3
4 57 5 .5 70 5 .4 42 6.1 56 6 .4
5 35 6 .2 57 5 .5 36 7.1 26 6 .5
6 28 6 .3 28 6.1 16 7 .8 38 6 .5
None 260 5 .2 155 4 .8 137 5 .6 74 5 .4
CHILDREN DEAD
1 39 6 .5 72 5 .5 44 6 .3 67 6 .9
2 33 6 .6 35 5 .3 41 7 .0 44 6 .0
3 18 6 .0 15 5 .9 23 7 .2 18 5 .9
4 10 5 .9 11 5 .8 12 6 .8 14 7 .9
None 519 5-4 463 5 .3 282 5 .9 274 5 .9
N ote: n -  num eric re sp o n se s  o n ly
M -  Male re s p o n d e n ts ;  F -  Fem ale re sp o n d e n ts
* -  Less th a n  10 num eric re sp o n se s
Source: CAFN I I  1973» a n a ly s i s  by the a u th o r .
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accepted, number of children could not be clearly defined on the basis of sex. 
Within some socio-economic and demographic groups, rural males accepted a higher 
number than the rural females while in other groups the reverse was the case. 
Nevertheless there was a clear indication of the differential by socio-economic 
and demographic grouping. For the urban subgroup, there were clear indications 
that males of the various socio-economic and demographic groups accepted a higher 
number of children than their female counterparts.
Table 4*3 shows percentages of urban and female respondents of different 
socio-economic and demographic backgrounds who considered less than four or 
four and less than five or five children as acceptable family size. It also 
shows percentages of the respondents who gave non-numeric answers of "up to 
God" to the question on the best number of children to have. According to 
Ware(1975i279) for the sample population of CAFN II Survey, 18 per cent 
considered the family of four children as acceptable while a further 17 per 
cent considered five and only one per cent considered fewer than four as 
acceptable. From the present analysis, 20 per cent of the urban and 11 per cent 
of the rural sample population considered four children as acceptable, while a 
further 21 per cent of the urban and 13 per cent of the rural considered a 
family of five children as acceptable. Only 2 per cent of the urban and 0.7 
per cent of the rural population would accept a family of less than four 
children. This implied that there existed a strong differential between urban 
and rural population within the society in the acceptance of small family size. 
The percentage of respondents who gave non-numeric responses of "up to God" was 
lower for the urban(25 per cent) than the rural(35 per cent).
The result of the computations(Table 4*3) also shows that a family of 
four children or less or five children or less was not favoured by the society. 
The degree of disfavour varied both by sex, socio-economic and demographic 
characteristics of the respondents. The highest disfavour was shown by the 
rural females followed by the rural males, urban males and lastly by the urban
PE
RC
EN
TA
GE
 D
IS
TR
IB
UT
IO
N 
OF
 R
ES
PO
ND
EN
TS
 W
HO
 C
ON
SI
DE
RE
D 
FO
UR
 C
HI
LD
RE
N 
OR
 L
ES
S 
AN
D 
FI
VE
 C
HI
LD
RE
N
OR
 L
ES
S 
AS
 B
ES
T 
BY
 R
ES
ID
EN
CE
51
P
u m
NJI
N i l
OM UM O  NM OM NM
C\J NM ^  NM UM
t—  v -  C—  * 1— NM O  OM
UM NM NM t— y— C\J T -  t—
u m c o c o c o c o o c m o
NM V ~  T -  T -
UM
NM
OO
'M }'
NM
^  ON O  v -  v -  
OJ r -  O n ^  CO ' S
VO
O  CO UM 
OJ UM
r  ON I A  
C\J CM
O  NM I
00 O  O  
LT\  MO CM 
CM NM
NM
CM
CM
■ '3 '
C
MO
0 1 CM U M CM O M K M O M  M O ■V}- O M t— O
p T— V_ K M CM U M K M  U M K M K M CM M O CM
u m O M c— C— CM U M O M O 1 M O
^ J l K M K M CM CM CM CM K M CM
s
M O 1 - U M O U M K M A -  C O CM T - K M 1 O
N JI T— CM T— t— 1----
C O U M N M O M O M T -  CO "st" U M • '3 '
p K M C— C M O O M U M M O t M - U M t M - T--- C—
\ --- T _ M O C mj K M M O
0 T---- O O M O r — O O M  O M U M O M O M O
T " ’ CM CM CM
K M K M CM K M CM K M
v U M O M O C O O M O K M  M O O M CM ■ '3 '
.11 M O M O ■ '3 ' K M CM K M  CM ■ V f CM U M K M ■M}-
M T
O I— CM O M C " O  CM K M C O M O M O T---
• ' 3 ' K M CM 5--- CM r - CM T— CM T--- CM
CM C O U M CM O M M O  CM U M O M K M U M U M
P C— C— CM O M M O ^  O CM •M j- CM CM CM
T— 0 0 C M U M C O
O C M U M C O CM O - K M ^  'M ' O 0 0 U M U M K M
P T _" CM CM K M CM CM K M -^---
* u m T - r— K M O ■'sj- C O  K M O M K M
N l M O M O U M U M K M CM CM CM CM U M CM
2
-Nf
U M U M M O M O C O v - O M  CM CM C " - U M CM K M
K M N M CM CM T ~ CM
-^--- CM T— CM
M O O M O C O r-— M O C—  K M K M C O C— K MP -Mf- U M T— C M M O •M j- U M CM M O -^-- v — CM
T— C O CM U M C O
S
o
o
O p P • H*p* O 6 - P
OM OM 'Mf ON r;d- OM 0 " o f M 0) W
—^ CM CM KM KM 'Vj' 'Ml' P ro O 1—1 •H
• • 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 + H P M 0) u
W | A - O UM O UM O UM O
8
U P £ p0 CM CM KM KM •'3“ UM P K 0
*=tj 1 P
Tr
ad
it
io
na
l
TA
BL
E 
4»
 5
 
Co
nt
in
ue
d
52
a O CM CM UN r — VO T-- NN CM UN O 1
f t VO NN ■ ft NN NN 'M ' NN T-- NN CM T--
UN CN NN VO o NN CN c— <* NN ON O - CM UN CM 1
N i l UN CM CM CM CM CM VO CM UN NN VO VO
Pm
UN CM VO O CM CO CM o \ CN 00 O C— o ON 1
\ l l NN UN CM UN NN
o CN CM UN \-- VO C— CM O UN CM O NN 1
f t CO T--- C— CM CM UN c CM O c— CN T” T— f t •v—
f t NN VO f t “ T—
Ph O CM O f t - ■vj- 1 O O f t “ NN X-- CN r— UNft ■G" CM CM CM \— \— f t “ f t CM CM
lr \ C— r— VO CD 1 UN V“ CN VO o CM ON UN o
Nil CM NN CM \— UN CM NN NN f t f t UN
f t
CN CO IN- 1 o T-- T-- VO CN NN ON c— ON 1
Nil -^- CM T“ T— -^-
T— vo UN r— r— NN NN O o O O VO CM f t
f t CO r— -^- CM NN 1 NN NN CO NN f t r— f t
NN T— UN T-- NN ^—
o o CD CM CD CM ■G- CN CO o o UN CM UN T— UN
f t ■«3* CM CM NN NN CM CM \— f t “ CM CM r —
UN UN N - CM CO CN "=3" CN O 00 CO f t “ UN VO UN UN f t
VII CM VO UN CM NN C— NN VO CM CM f t VO VO CO
Pm
. f t - O CN T - UN CM CM r - CO CM ON UN NN co NN CO
\ J I NN CM NN CM CM T" CM CM NN NN VO
o NN CN t— VO NN CM f t “ f t f t ON \-- ON
f t OJ UN O CM N- 'M- UN VO VO f t- 00 CO CO T—
f t T— v~ NN VO NN T—
B o t— CM NN UN CO 1 ON VO CO C— NN vo ON UNft NN T-- CM T— CM CM CM f t f t CM
vLfN UN UN UN UN NN 1 CN CN VO 'S— NN o CM ON CM 00
Ml CM UN NN 'M“ NN CM VO NN VO CM CM NN UN UN c
f t
Nt" CO CN CN CO IN- 1 CN CO CO CM -^- NN UN CM c— ON
N l CM 'r_ ’r" T_ CM NN -^ NN -^ 5-- NN CM NN
CM VO C— NN CO 1 IN— T - VO f t CO LP\ ON UN VOf t CO o NN UN CO f t C— v— vo f t O
i — CM CM UN CM CM r - CM
•H
•H k D CO f t
P h G G ft ft CD
03 •H ft Eh CD *H G
G i—1 X l rH <P •H G •H
CO o i—1 • d o3 O <D E h u G i—1
P h o o 0) U P h CO u TO f t O
P=> M h D o " d 1—1 -P •H P> CO E o O o
O Eh (0 a) rH Pn G f t l E H f t •H
pc! < •H CD i—i •H > 5 03 r—l CD ■ < G Eh O G
a £ -P rH P4 - P m •H rd E h G CD < J CO ro
PO H •H •H W P> 2 E G M CD > O G
O 03 «C P4 G a) O cd P> p-| > CD ft o O
o Ph CO po Ph PG Ph CO ft ft ft f t f t
o f t
ä Se
co
nd
ar
y
Te
rt
ia
ry
Un
iv
er
si
ty
TA
BL
E 
4»
3 
Co
nt
in
ue
d
53
Lf> O
CTs " v f  LPv
IT \  N~n VD
K \  CTs
CD I— Io c
G  O
0  CD
CD -H
S  +» <  U
TA
BL
E 
4»
3 
Co
nt
in
ue
d
54
N"N CD
eft O
ON O
C\J VO
e f t  L f t
TOOo
O-P
ftG
ftO
COCDCOGCO o CD ft CO CO G <D
a *CO o CD "H G CDO•HGCD6GG
-P -P 
• H  t H 
£  >
CO CO 
-p -p G GCD CD 
X) X)G GaaCO CO CD CD G G
I I
OP
CD
-pOft
GOft-PGctf
CDft
-p
j?
CO•HCO>5 r—1G
fftf—C7\
HH
ft
{*1
O
CDO
aoCD
55
fe m a le s . T his im p lied  t h a t  w h ile  th e  u rban  fem ale  was p rep a red  to  a c c e p t a  
fa m ily  o f  fo u r  o r  f iv e  c h i ld r e n  o r  l e s s ,  th e  r u r a l  fem ale was l e a s t  p rep a red  
to  do so . I t  was e v id e n t in  t h i s  r e s p e c t  t h a t  sex  was as im p o rta n t a s  s o c io ­
econom ic and dem ographic c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  in  d e te rm in in g  th e  accep tan ce  o r  n o t 
o f  sm all fam ily  s iz e  w ith in  th e  Yoruba s o c ie ty .
W ith re g a rd  to  income and number o f  c h i ld r e n  c o n s id e re d  a c c e p ta b le ,  T ab le  4*5 
shows th a t  low er income re s p o n d e n ts , r e g a r d le s s  o f sex  and r e s id e n c e ,  d id  n o t 
c o n s id e r  l e s s  th an  fo u r  o r  f iv e  c h i ld r e n  as a c c e p ta b le .  T h is a g re e s  w ith  S im on 's 
( 1977: 359) o b s e rv a tio n  th a t  c r o s s - s e c t io n a l  s tu d ie s  in  l e s s  developed  c o u n t r ie s  
u s u a l ly  show a  " c le a r  and s tro n g  lo n g -ru n  n e g a t iv e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between income and 
f e r t i l i t y " .  The u se  o f  c r o s s - s e c t io n a l  d a ta  l i k e  th o se  o f  CAFN I I  Survey , n e v e r­
th e l e s s  in tro d u c e s  a  number o f  d i f f i c u l t i e s  o f  com parison among d i f f e r e n t  income 
g roups o f  th e  s tu d y  p o p u la tio n . The d a ta  a ls o  a re  l im i te d  to  a  r e l a t i v e l y  s h o r t  
tim e -p e r io d  a n a ly s i s ,  w hereas a c c o rd in g  to  C o rn e r(l9 8 2 :2 5 ) a  f a m i ly 's  f e r t i l i t y  
d e c is io n s  a re  u s u a l ly  r e l a t e d  to  ex p ec ted  l i f e - t i m e  incom e. Hence c o n c lu s io n s  
based  on th e  CAFN I I  Survey sho u ld  be view ed w ith  some r e s e r v a t io n s .
The re sp o n d e n ts  a ls o  showed t h e i r  aw areness o f  socio -econom ic in f lu e n c e s  on 
'b e s t '  and a c tu a l  fa m ily  s iz e  in  th e  s o c ie ty .  T able 4*4 shows t h i s  aw areness 
ex p re sse d  in  th e  answ ers th e y  gave to  th e  q u e s tio n  on b e s t  number o f c h i ld r e n  to  
have where th e  re sp o n d e n ts  l i v e d ,  i f  th e y  were r i c h ,  i f  th e y  were v e ry  poor and 
th e  number o f c h i ld r e n  t h a t  would make a  person  m ise ra b le  in  th e  s o c ie ty .  These 
re sp o n se s  showed c l e a r l y  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e  betw een what th e  p o p u la tio n  
th o u g h t was good f o r  th e  u rban  and r u r a l  in h a b i ta n ts  r e s p e c t iv e ly  w ith  re g a rd  to  
th e  b e s t  number o f  c h i ld r e n  to  have and g e n e r a l ly  showed t h a t  th e  sample p opu la­
t i o n  p e rc e iv e d  low er number o f  c h i ld r e n  as  b e s t  f o r  th e  u rban  as  a g a in s t  h ig h e r  
number f o r  th e  r u r a l  p o p u la tio n . T ab le  4*5 shows th e  o b s e rv a tio n s  o f  re sp o n d e n ts  
w ith  re g a rd  to  th e  a c tu a l  number o f  c h i ld r e n  produced by peo p le  o f  d i f f e r e n t  
econom ic, s o c ia l  and r e s i d e n t i a l  g roups o f  th e  s o c ie ty .  The ta b le  shows th a t  
th e  re sp o n d e n ts  b e l ie v e d  t h a t  th e  poor sho u ld  have few er c h i ld r e n  and th a t  th e y  
them se lv es  would choose to  have more c h i ld r e n  i f  th e y  were r i c h e r .
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TABLE 4 .4
SOCIO-ECONOMIC GROUPS AND FAMILY S IZ E : SELECTED RESPONSES TO 
S P E C IFIC  QUESTIONS BY SEX AND RESIDENCE
QUESTIONS
URBAN RURAL TOTAL
M
(%)
F
(94)
M
0 4 )
F
( 9 4) (94)
Who u s u a l ly  has th e  most
c h i ld r e n ? :
B e t te r  ed uca ted  p e rso n s 6 .4 6 .2 8 .3 7 .4 7 .0
P ersons w ith  l i t t l e  e d u c a tio n 91 .9 91.9 88.7 90.2 90 .8
O ther3, 1.7 1 .9 3 .0 2 .4 2 .2
T o ta l 100 100 100 100 100
N 823 825 674 674 2996
Rich peop le 29 .0 2 6 .4 33.2 31 .4 2 9 .8
Poor people 69 .0 71 .2 63.6 65 .6 67 .6
O ther3, 2 .0 2 .4 3 .2 3 .0 2 .6
T o ta l 100 100 100 100 100
N 823 825 674 674 2996
Women w ith  secondary  e d u c a tio n 5 .3 6 .5 7 .9 7 .0 6 .6
Women w ith  p rim ary  e d u c a tio n 92 .5 90.3 88.1 89 .8 90.3
O ther3, 2 .2 2 .2 4 .0 3 .2 3.1
T o ta l 100 100 100 100 100
N 823 825 674 674 2996
People l i v in g  in  b ig  towns 8 .6 8 .8 9 .3 10.2 9 .2
People l i v in g  in  v i l l a g e s 8 8 .6 87*5 8 7 .4 8 6 .6 87.7
O th er3 2 .6 3 .7 3 .3 3 .2 3.1
T o ta l 100 100 100 100 100
N 823 825 674 674 2996
Women w orking o u ts id e  home 8 .6 8 .8 8 .9 8 .8 8 .8
Women w orking in  th e  home 88 .0 8 7 .8 8 6 .6 87 .5 87.5
O ther3, 3 .4 3 .4 4 .5 3 .7 3.7
T o ta l 100 100 100 100 100
N 823 825 674 674 2996
N ote: a -  in c lu d e s  'no  re s p o n s e '
Source: CAFN I I  1973* a n a ly s i s  by th e  a u th o r .
57
TABLE 4 . 5
MEAN NUMBER OF CHILDREN CONSIDERED BEST: SELECTED RESPONSES 
TO SPECIFIC QUESTIONS BY SEX AND RESIDENCE
URBAN RURAL TOTAL
'c^UiLiO 1 J .U i'io
M
(Mean)
F
(Mean)
M
(Mean)
F
(Mean) (Mean)
1. In  th e  p la c e  r e s p o n d e n t  
l i v e d ,  th e  b e s t  num ber 
o f  c h i l d r e n  to  have 5 . 6 5 . 4 6.1 5 .9 5 .7
N (608) (574) (382) (366) (1930)
2. B e s t number o f  c h i l d r e n  
to  have  i f  r e s p o n d e n t  
was v e ry  r i c h 6 .2 5 .7 6 . 9 6 . 4 6 .2
N (650) (633) (441) (436) (2160)
5. B e s t number o f  c h i l d r e n  
to  have  i f  r e s p o n d e n t  was 
v e ry  poor 4 . 5 4 . 0 5 .0 4 .7 4 . 4
N (638) (623) (454) (452) (2167)
4. Number o f  c h i l d r e n  b e fo re  
r e s p o n d e n ts  f e l t  m is e ra b le 8 . 0 8 . 0 8 . 5 8 . 4 8 .2
N (529) (538) (362) (366) (1795)
N ote : N -  num eric  r e s p o n s e s  o n ly
S o u rc e : CAFN I I  1975» a n a ly s i s  by th e  a u th o r .
4 .2  Sex P reference o f  C hildren
Family s iz e  id e a ls  have been known to  be a f fe c te d  by sex  preferen ce o f  
ch ild r en  w ith  regard to ch ild r en  a lread y  born to a fa m ily . I f  a couple f a i l s  to  
ach ieve the d es ired  sex  com position  o f  th e ir  ch ild ren  vrithin the number accepted  as  
id e a l ,  th ere i s  always the tendency to  r a is e  the o r ig in a l ly  accepted  id e a l s iz e  in  
order to  ach ieve the d es ired  com p osition . According to Coombs e t  a l ( l 9 7 5 : 2 7 4 )» 
th ere  i s  in cr ea sin g  avidence th a t sex  p referen ce o f  ch ild r en  v a r ie s  w id ely  both 
w ith in  and between c u ltu r e s  and the p referen ce does to  some degree a f f e c t  the  
f e r t i l i t y  behaviour.
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Kwon(1977i231) observed that in Korea there was absolute son preference 
all over the country, which implied that there must be at least one son in a 
family whatever might be the number of daughters. This strong son preference 
he attributed to "the traditionally rooted social system, family institution 
and cultural norms". Saefullah(1979:45) also found out from his study of a 
sub-section of the Javanese population that although in a few cases there was 
a tendency for wives to prefer more daughters and husbands to prefer more sons, 
there was generally a strong preference for the same number of girls and boys.
In the Estate families on which he based his study, he discovered that "both 
wives and husbands showed a slight preference for girls". In Iboland according 
to Okore(1977b:259)* there was generally a belief that a couple without a son 
ceased to exist immediately after death, while one with a son lived forever. 
Couples only felt they had fulfilled their mission in life with the birth of 
many male children. The acceptance of a family size as ideal to a couple in 
Ibo society depended on the mix of the sexes of the number of children already 
produced. Evidence of this, according to him, abounds in the naming system 
prevalent in the society whereby the first male child of a couple was given 
the name of his immediate biological father as one of his names.
4.2.1 The Case of the Yoruba Society
According to Orubuloye(l976:371) there has always been preference for 
male children within Yoruba society. Success and wealth were measured not only 
in money terms and total number of children but most importantly by the number 
of adult male children. Marriages could break down because of the inability of 
a married woman to give birth to a son and husbands in such cases married 
another women from whom they hoped to get male children. The result of CAFN II 
Survey showed that almost 58 per cent of both male and female respondents 
would regard a family of five sons and no daughters as enough. On the other 
hand, only about 42 per cent of them would regard five children of daughters 
only as enough for a couple. It was therefore evident that although sex pre­
ference in favour of male children might not be very strong as observed for
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N ig e r ia  as a  whole by O k e d ij i  e t  a l (1 9 7 ^ :1 2 8 ), i t  was n e v e r th e le s s  s u b s t a n t i a l  
f o r  Yoruba s o c ie ty .
CAFN I I  Survey r e s u l t s  showed a ls o  t h a t  more o f  th e  sam ple p o p u la tio n  
would go on p ro d u c in g  c h i ld r e n  u n t i l  a  son was added to  th e  f iv e  d a u g h te rs  
a lre a d y  produced th an  f o r  a  d a u g h te r  to  be added to  f iv e  so n s. The same 
p a t te r n  was o bserved  f o r  th e  u rban  and r u r a l  sample p o p u la tio n , b u t th e re  was 
s tro n g e r  p re fe re n c e  f o r  f iv e  sons by th e  u rban  p o p u la tio n . A lthough p re fe re n c e  
m ight be obv ious in  view  o f  th e  re s p o n s e s ,  th e  low p e rc e n ta g e  o f  r u r a l  re sp o n se  
m ight n o t be unconnected  w ith  number p re fe re n c e .  N e v e r th e le s s ,  more o f th e  
r u r a l  sam ple p o p u la tio n  f e l t  th ey  would p r e f e r  mixed sex es  hence would go on 
p roducing  c h i ld r e n  u n t i l  male o r  fem ale  c h i ld  was added to  th e  one sex  f iv e  
c h i ld r e n  a lre a d y  p rodu ced (T ab le  4 * 6 ).
To a n o th e r  q u e s tio n  on p r e f e r r e d  sex  com bination  o f any s ix  c h i ld r e n  born  
to  a  fa m ily , 58 p e r  c e n t  o f  th e  re sp o n d e n ts  would p r e f e r  4 boys and 2 g i r l s ,  
w h ile  19 p e r c e n t would n o t mind any co m b in a tio n (h ad  no p a r t i c u l a r  sex  p re ­
f e r e n c e ) .  To th e  12 p e r c e n t  who p r e f e r r e d  th r e e  boys and th r e e  g i r l s ,  th e  
m ajor re a so n  was " to  m a in ta in  sex  b a la n c e  o f th e  fa m ily " .  The same p re fe re n c e  
was o b serv ed  f o r  th e  u rban  and r u r a l  sam ple p o p u la tio n , b u t th e re  seemed to  be 
a  s t ro n g e r  p re fe re n c e  f o r  fo u r  boys and two g i r l s  by bo th  u rban  and r u r a l  
m ales th a n  by th e  u rban  and r u r a l  fe m a le s . G e n e ra lly  more o f th e  fem ale 
re sp o n d e n ts  p r e f e r r e d  th r e e  boys and th re e  g i r l s  th an  t h e i r  male c o u n te rp a r ts  
(T ab les 4*7 and. 4«8 ) .
When re sp o n d e n ts  were f u r t h e r  asked  why th e re  sho u ld  be need f o r  boys,
th re e  m ajor re a so n s  were g iv e n :
1. Sons p ro v id e  su p p o rt f o r  th e  fa m ily  in  f a t h e r 's  o ld  ag e .
2. Sons m a in ta in  p a r e n t 's  name a f t e r  t h e i r ( p a r e n t ' s ) d e a th .
5. Sons s ta y  p erm anen tly  w ith  th e  fa m ily  w h ile  d a u g h te rs  m arry and move 
to  t h e i r  h u sb a n d 's  f a m i l i e s .
Responses to  th e  same q u e s tio n  on need f o r  g i r l s  re v o lv e d  around househo ld  
c a re , lin k a g e  w ith  o th e r  f a m i l i e s  by m arriag e  and r e p ro d u c t io n  o f th e  human 
ra c e .  There were n o t o n ly  u rban  and r u r a l  d i f f e r e n t i a l s  in  th e se  re s p o n s e s , 
bu t a lso  s e x u a l.  Not o n ly  was m ain tenance o f  fa m ily  name by sons seen  as
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TABLE 4 . 6
PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONDENTS WHO V/OULD ACCEPT 
FIVE SONS OR DAUGHTERS BY SEX AND RESIDENCE
RESPONDENTS’ OPINION
URBAN RURAL TOTAL
M F M F
A l l  S o n s :
E nough c h i l d r e n 6 5 . 5 6 1 .7 5 1 . 6 5 1 . 8 5 8 .2
N o t enough  c h i l d r e n 7 . 2 4 . 4 1 3 . 6 9 . 8 8 . 4
Enough b u t  w ou ld  w an t  t o  g e t  
a  d a u g h t e r 1 4 .6 1 8 .4 1 4 .8 1 3 . 6 1 5 .5
Would go on u n t i l  a  d a u g h t e r  
i s  g o t 11 .1 1 3 .5 18 .1 2 2 . 8 1 6 .0
O t h e r a 1 .6 2 .0 1 .9 1 .9 1 .9
T o t a l 100 100 100 100 100
N 823 825 6 7 4 6 7 4 2996
A l l  D a u g h te r s :
Enough c h i l d r e n 4 4 .2 4 7 .5 3 4 . 9 3 8 .1 4 1 .7
N ot enough  c h i l d r e n 7 . 9 4 .5 1 4 . 8 1 0 .8 9 .2
Enough b u t  w ou ld  w a n t  t o  
h a v e  a  s o n 2 3 .2 2 4 .2 1 9 . 9 19 .1 2 2 .0
Would go on u n t i l  a  so n  
i s  g o t 2 2 .4 2 1 .0 2 8 . 8 3 0 .3 2 5 . 2
O t h e r 3, 2 . 3 2 . 8 1 .6 1 .7 2 .1
T o t a l 100 100 100 100 100
N 823 825 67 4 67 4 2 9 9 6
N o te :  a  -  i n c l u d e s  'n o  r e s p o n s e '
S o u r c e : CAFN I I  1973» a n a l y s i s  by t h e  a u t h o r
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TABLE 4 .7
PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONDENTS BY SEX PREFERENCE OF SIX 
CHILDREN AND RESIDENCE
PREFERRED COMBINATION URBAN RURAL TOTAL
M F M F
A ll  boys 1.3 0 .4 0 .9 0 .3 0 .7
5 boys and 1 g i r l 8 .6 3 .8 6.1 2 .8 5 .4
4 boys and 2 g i r l s 63.1 53.5 61 .6 56.2 58.5
3 boys and 3 g i r l s 8 .0 18.2 9 .6 13.5 12.4
2 boys and 4 g i r l s 1 .8 4 .0 1 .6 1 .8 2 .4
1 boy and 5 g i r l s 0.1 0 .0 0.1 0.1 0.1
A l l  g i r l s 0 .0 0.1 0 .3 0 .0 0.1
Any number o f  each 15.7 18.9 18.8 24 .5 19.3
No re sp o n s e 1.3 1.2 0 .9 0 .7 1.1
T o ta l 100 100 100 100 100
N 823 825 674 674 2996
Source : CAFN I I  1973» a n a l y s i s  by th e a u th o r .
TABLE 4 .8
PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONDENTS BY REASONS FOR ACCEPTING /
REJECTING 3 BOYS AND 3 GIRLS AND RESIDENCE
REASONS URBAN RURAL TOTAL
M F M F
There shou ld  n o t  be same 
number 90 .4 80 .4 87.7 84.7 85 .8
There a r e  jo b s  f o r  both  
boys and g i r l s 0 .7 2 .9 1.6 1.3 1.6
B alances  th e  fa m ily 4 .3 8.2 2 .7 6 .2 5 .4
G i r l s  a r e  a s  n ic e  as  boys 0 .9 2 .4 1.3 2.1 1.7
D aughters  a r e  needed f o r  m arr iage  0 .2 1.0 0.1 0.1 0 .4
D aughters  f o r  mothers and sons 
f a t h e r s ;  and f o r  both  p a r e n t s '  
s a t i s f a t i o n
f o r
1 .3 2 .2 2 .4 1.9 1.9
G i r l s  le a v e  f a m i ly  w ith  m arriage  
boys s t a y  0 .5 0 .7 0 .7 0.1 0 .5
0 t h e r a 1.7 2 .3 3 .5 3 .6 2.7
T o ta l 100 100 100 100 100
N 823 825 674 674 2996
Note: a  -  in c lu d e s  'no  r e s p o n s e ’
Source: CAFN I I  1973» a n a l y s i s  by the  a u th o r .
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important by more urban than rural respondents, males appeared to be more 
concerned than the females. More urban than rural respondents felt that girls 
took care of and were useful in the household, while more female than male 
respondents felt that girls took care of parents in old age. Surprisingly, 
more males than females saw girls as important for their reproductive activi­
ties and to link with other families through marriage (Appendix A-1),
Responses to some specific questions also showed that majority of the 
sample population believed that a man lived through his sons. Although 
greater percentage of the respondents disagreed with the proposition that 
having all sons was as bad as having all daughters in a family, a substantial 
percentage agreed with it. To the proposition that the best thing was to have 
same number of sons and daughters, a higher percentage disagreed (-Appendix A-2).
Some general conclusions could be made from the result of the present 
study:
1. There was generally a preference for male children, confirming 
Orubuloye's observation(l976:371).
2. There was stronger preference for sons in the urban than rural areas.
3« More families with only daughters would go on producing children 
until the birth of a son than families with only sons would go on 
until the birth of a daughter.
4. The preferred combination of six children was 4 boys and 2 girls, and 
preference for same number of sons and daughters was not strong.
5. Major reasons for strong son preference were the support of family 
at father’s death and maintenance of family name.
4.3 Contraceptive Practice and Attitude towards Birth Control
From six surveys carried out in Ibadan City during two survey programmes: 
CAFN(1973) and the Nigerian Family Study(1 974-75)» Caldwell and Caldwell(1976: 
348) distinguished between contraceptive innovators(people who used means to 
control fertility other than traditional abstinence), contraceptive adopters 
(people who tried to prevent some occasions of sexual intercourse from leading 
to conception) and demographic innovators(people who deliberately restricted 
family size). These three groups, according to them, resulted from profound
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changes in  economic r e l a t io n s h ip s  w ith in  bo th  th e  ex tended  and n u c le a r  
f a m i l i e s .  Such chan g es, th ey  a rg u ed , depended more on im ported  c u l t u r a l  
p a t te r n s  th an  c u l t u r a l  ad ju s tm e n t to  im ported  economic system s and in v o lv ed  
a  s tr e n g th e n in g  o f c o n ju g a l bonds w hich th em selves cou ld  be h a s te n e d  by con­
t r a c e p t iv e  in n o v a tio n . The r e s u l t  o f  th e  in te rv ie w  o f 871 women in  Ibadan  
C ity  in  1973(CAFN i )  shown in  T able 4»9> su p p o rted  W are' s (1975- 294) o b se rv a ­
t i o n  th a t  Yoruba women a b s ta in e d  from  b i r t h  as  a  means o f c h i ld  sp a c in g  and 
th e re b y  in c re a s in g  c h i ld  s u r v iv a l ,  r a t h e r  th an  to  l i m i t  fa m ily  s i z e .  T his 
s i t u a t i o n  was n o t d i f f e r e n t  from  T revo r ’ s (1975*252) o b s e rv a tio n  t h a t  in  th e  
Hausa s o c ie ty  o f n o r th e rn  N ig e r ia ,  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  fa m ily  p la n n in g  p r a c t ic e s  
o f  a b s tin e n c e ,  in v o lv in g  th e  w earing  o f  charm s t i e d  round th e  w a is t ,  d r in k in g  
w a te r which h as  been used to  wash o f f  a  v e rs e  o f th e  Koran w r i t t e n  on a 
wooden board  and p la c in g  a  charmed bowl under th e  bed to  ’c a tc h ' th e  baby, 
were aimed a t  sp ac in g  o f c h i ld r e n  and n o t n e c e s s a r i ly  a t  r e d u c t io n  o f th e  
t o t a l  number o f c h i ld r e n .
4*3*1 The Case o f  Yoruba S o c ie ty
The CAEN I I  Survey d id  n o t a sk  q u e s tio n  on re a so n s  why re sp o n d e n ts  used 
c o n t ra c e p t iv e s ,  p e rh ap s because  t h i s  to p ic  had been in v e s t ig a te d  in  CAFN I .
Two q u e s tio n s  n e v e r th e le s s  were asked  on re s p o n d e n ts ' o p in io n  on l im i t in g  
fam ily  s i z e .  The f i r s t  q u e s tio n  was w hether a woman sho u ld  have as  many 
c h i ld r e n  as p o s s ib le .  To t h i s  more th a n  70 p e r c e n t o f  th e  re sp o n d e n ts  ag reed  
th a t  a  woman shou ld  n o t have as many c h i ld r e n  as  p o s s ib le .  T h is  by im p lic a tio n  
meant t h a t  women shou ld  c o n t ro l  th e  number o f c h i ld r e n  so as to  be below th e  
maximum number th ey  co u ld  n a t u r a l l y  h av e . I t  was obv ious t h a t  f e e l in g s  tow ards 
such l im i t a t i o n s  were h ig h e r  in  th e  u rban  than  r u r a l  a re a s  w h ile  w ith in  each 
a re a , male and fem ale  a t t i t u d e s  w ere n o t s u b s t a n t i a l l y  d i f f e r e n t ( T a b le  4*10). 
The same ta b le  shows th a t  th e re  was a ls o  s ig n i f i c a n t  v a r i a t i o n  betw een th e  
o p in io n s  o f re sp o n d e n ts  to  th e  p r o p o s i t io n  " lo t s  o f c h i ld r e n  l o t s  o f m isery" on 
th e  b a s is  o f t h e i r  u rban  and r u r a l  r e s id e n c e .
There was o n ly  one q u e s tio n  on th e  use  o r  non-use o f fa m ily  p la n n in g  
m ethods. R esponses to  t h i s  q u e s tio n  have been an a ly se d  h e re  in  a b id  to  f in d
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TABLE 4.9
PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF EVER USERS OF CONTRACEPTION BY REASON: 
IBADAN WOMEN AGED 15-59, 1973
REASON PERCENTAGE
Unmarried 27.0
To complete studies 6.0
To space births 17.6
Did not wish to abstain after birth 14.4
To postpone pregnancy for economic reasons 5.6
To postpone birth for health or convenience 6.5
Marital problems 11.4
To prevent all further births for economic 
reasons 3.0
To prevent all further births for health or 
age reasons 5.3
Othera 3.3
Total 100
N 1050
Note: a - includes ’minor reasons’ and ’no response’
N - respondents who gave reasons
Source: Adapted from Ware(1976:486).
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TABLE 4 .1 0
ATTITUDE TOWARDS FAMILY SIZE LIMITATION: SELECTED RESPONSES 
TO SPECIFIC QUESTIONS BY SEX AND RESIDENCE
QUESTIONS URBAN RURAL TOTAL
M F M F
00 oo 00 00 00
1. A woman sh o u ld  have  a s  many
c h i l d r e n  a s  p o s s ib le ?
A gree 19 .2 2 0 .0 2 8 .3 2 7 .3 2 3 .3
D is a g re e 7 7 .0 7 3 .9 6 5 .6 6 6 .3 7 1 .2
No o p in io n 3 .8 6 .1 6 .1 6 . 4 5 .5
T o ta l 100 100 100 100 100
N 823 825 674 674 2996
2 . L o ts  o f  c h i l d r e n  l o t s  o f
m ise ry ? A gree 7 6 .2 7 7 .5 6 9 .4 6 9 .4 7 3 .5
D is a g re e 2 0 .7 1 9 .0 2 7 .3 2 5 .8 2 2 .9
No o p in io n 3.1 3 .5 3 .3 4 .6 3 .6
T o ta l 100 100 100 100 100
N 823 825 674 674 2996
S o u rc e :  CAEN I I  1973» a n a ly s i s by th e ■ a u th o r
TABLE 4 .11
PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF FEMALE RESPONDENTS BY EVER--USE OF FAMILY
FLAMING METHODS AND RESIDENCE
METHODS URBAN RURAL TOTAL
N ever u sed  any f a m i ly  p la n n in g  m ethod 2 5 .7 19 .7 2 3 .0
P o s t n a t a l  a b s t in e n c e  o n ly 5 9 .0 7 3 . 6 6 5 .6
Have u se d  c o n t r a c e p t iv e s  b u t  n o t  now u s in g 6 .5 2 .8 4 .9
Now u s in g  c o n t r a c e p t iv e s 6.1 2 .7 4 .5
Now u s in g  rh y th m  o r  w ith d ra w a l m ethod 1 .9 0 .1 1.1
O th e r8, 0 .8 1.1 0 .9
T o ta l 100 100 100
N 825 674 1499
N ote : a  -  in c lu d e s  'n o  r e s p o n s e ' .
S o u rc e : CAFN I I  1973» a n a ly s i s  by th e  a u th o r .
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o u t which ma.jor f a c t o r s  had th e  b ig g e s t  im pact on th e  accep tan ce  o r  o th e rw ise  
o f fa m ily  p la n n in g  methods by Yoruba women. I t  was g e n e ra l ly  n o t ic e a b le  in  
T ab le  4*11 t h a t  o f  th e  f iv e  methods o f fa m ily  p la n n in g  open to  th e  Yoruba 
women, p o s tn a ta l  a b s tin e n c e  was th e  most p r e f e r r e d  and th a t  th e  method was 
p r a c t i s e d  by r u r a l  fem ales  more th an  t h e i r  u rban  c o u n te r p a r ts .  The ta b le  a lso  
shows t h a t  th e  u rban  p o p u la tio n  more than  th e  r u r a l  was u s in g  c o n tra c e p t iv e s  
and rhythm  method, showing t h a t  th e  two methods were t r a d i t i o n a l l y  u n a c c e p ta b le .
When fem ales  were grouped by ag e , i t  was o b served  th a t  th e  p e rc e n ta g e  
u s in g  p o s tn a ta l  a b s tin e n c e  in c re a s e d  w ith  ag e(T ab le  4 .1 2 ) .  T h is was no t 
s u r p r i s in g  f o r  th e  women in  th e  age g roup  17-24 had h a rd ly  any c h i ld r e n  y e t ,  
hence a  h ig h  p e rc e n ta g e  o f  them n ev e r p r a c t i s e d  any method o f  b i r t h  c o n t ro l .
P o s tn a ta l  a b s tin e n c e  was a ls o  seen  to  be p r a c t i s e d  more w ith in  th e  r u r a l  a re a s  
th a n  th e  u rban  by a l l  age g roups o f  viomen. One s t r i k i n g  r e s u l t  o f th e  su rvey  
was t h a t  a  h ig h e r  p e rc e n ta g e  o f  r u r a l  women o f  th e  age group 17-19 y e a rs  were 
u s in g  fa m ily  p la n n in g  th a n  t h e i r  u rban  c o u n te r p a r ts .  An e x p la n a tio n  o f t h i s  
m ight be found in  th e  mean age a t  m arriag e  o f th e  r u r a l  and u rban  fem a le s .
S ince  th e  r u r a l  women had low er s in g u la te  mean age a t  m a rr ia g e , i t  would mean 
th a t  th e y  were exposed to  fa m ily  p la n n in g  e a r l i e r  h av in g  m a rried  e a r l i e r .
Table 4»12 shows c l e a r l y  t h a t  th e  p e rc e n ta g e  o f u rban  and r u r a l  fem ales  
who have ev er used  p o s tn a ta l  a b s tin e n c e  f e l l  as th e  l e v e l  o f  e d u c a tio n  in c re a s e d , 
w h ile  th e  p e rc e n ta g e  o f  c o n t ra c e p t iv e  u s e rs  ro s e  w ith  e d u c a tio n . D esp ite  th e  
f a c t  t h a t  th e  r u r a l  p e rc e n ta g e  was low, th e re  was s t i l l  a  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between 
use  o r  non-use o f c o n t ra c e p t iv e s  and e d u c a tio n . T his a g re e s  w ith  th e  o b se rv a ­
t i o n  o f C aldw ell and C a ld w e ll(1976:352) th a t  w ith in  Ibadan C ity  more o f th e  
women in  t e r t i a r y  e d u c a tio n  p r a c t i s e d  c o n tra c e p t io n  th a n  th o se  w ith  no educa­
t i o n .  A lthough th e  number o f women w ith  K oranic e d u c a tio n  was low, none o f 
them p r a c t is e d  any method o th e r  th a n  p o s tn a t a l  a b s tin e n c e .
There was a  g e n e ra l  a cc ep tan c e  o f  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  p o s tn a ta l  a b s tin e n c e  by 
both  r u r a l  and uroan  women o f a l l  p a r i t i e s .  For th o se  who had ev e r used  
c o n t ra c e p t iv e s ,  th e  p e rc e n ta g e  o f women w ith  low er p a r i t i e s  was h ig h e r  than
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TABLE 4 .1 2
PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF VARIOUS CATEGORIES OF FEMALE RESPONDENTS 
USING FAMILY PLANNING METHODS BY RESIDENCE
CATEGORIES URBAN RURAL
OF WOMEN T o t a l NFP PM A NUC T o ta l NFP PNA NUC
AGS:
17-19 72 86.1 5 .6 4 .2 34 7 3 .5 11 .8 8 .8
20-24 171 4 5 .0 34 .5 9 .4 111 39 .6 53 .2 3 .6
25-29 128 17 .2 6 5 .6 8 . 6 124 16 .9 7 5 .0 2 .4
30-54 145 14 .5 6 9 .0 5 .5 119 10.1 8 3 .2 4 .2
35-59 92 7 .6 7 0 .7 9 .8 90 13 .3 81.1 2 .2
40-44 69 14 .5 7 3 .9 0 .0 71 9 .9 88 .7 0 .0
45-59 46 8 .7 7 8 .3 4 .3 41 9 .8 8 7 .8 0 .0
50+ 102 7 .9 87.1 1 .0 84 9 .6 8 1 .9 1 .2
N 825 674
EDUCATION:
No s c h o o l i n g 344 14 .0 8 2 .3 0 . 3 495 15.2 8 1 .4 0 .4
Prim ary 184 26.1 5 9 .8 4 . 9 111 2 7 .0 62 .2 7 .2
S econdary 189 48.1 2 8 .6 10.1 40 4 5 .0 2 7 .5 15 .0
T e r t i a r y 100 19 .8 4 2 .0 17 .3 13 46 .2 23.1 15 .4
N 817 659
LIVE BIRTHS:
1 95 8 . 4 7 4 .7 7 . 4 86 4 .7 8 4 .9 4 .7
2 120 14.2 7 1 .7 4 .2 101 10 .9 83 .2 1 .0
3 108 11.1 7 1 .3 5 .6 89 6 .7 8 7 .6 2 .2
4 86 7 . 0 72 .1 8 .1 75 9 .3 8 4 .0 5 .3
5 85 7 .1 8 1 .2 5 .9 50 12 .0 8 6 .0 2 .0
N 494 401
CHILDREN DEAD:
1 94 11 .7 7 5 .5 3 .2 94 11.7 8 3 .0 3 .2
2 61 9 .8 7 8 .7 1 .6 76 7 .9 8 6 .8 0 .0
3 26 3 .8 8 8 .5 0 .0 38 10 .5 8 1 .6 2 .6
4 18 5 .6 9 4 .4 0 .0 25 8 .0 9 2 .0 0 .0
N 198 233
MARITAL STATUS:
E v e r -m a r r ie d 66 3 2 5 .0 59.1 6.1 602 19 .7 7 3 . 6 2 .7
N e v e r -m a r r ie d 162 5 8 .8 5 .9 2 4 .8 70 7 4 .2 9 .2 3 .2
(Contd . )
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TAELS 4»12 C ontinued
CATEGORIES URBAN RURAL
OF WOMEN T o ta l NFP PNA NUC T o ta l NFP PNA NUC
OCCUPATION:
Farm ing o r 
f i s h in g 20 2 0 . 0 80 .0 0 . 0 80 18.9 75 .0 0 . 0
W hite C o lla r 154 3 1 . 8 5 0 . 0 16.9 19 2 1 .1 3 1 . 6 26 .3
S k il le d 103 31.1 30.5 5 .8 72 27.8 66.7 4 .2
U n sk ille d 29 24.1 55*3 3 .4 25 24.0 7 2 . 0 4 .0
Housewife 74 1 7 . 6 5 8 . 6 2 .7 51 13.7 8O. 4 3 .9
P e tty  t r a d in g 347 14.7 74 .3 2 .0 321 15.0 8O. 4 1.6
Fam ily h e lp 41 2 2 .0 6 8 . 3 4 .9 76 14.5 80.3 0 .0
S tu d en t
N
56
824
83 .9 0 .0 10.7 27
671
7 7 .8 11.1 7 .4
N ote: KFP -  Never used  Fam ily  P lan n in g  Method
PNA -  P o s tn a ta l  A b stin en ce  o n ly  
NUC -  Now u s in g  C o n tra c e p tiv e s .
P e rc e n ta g e s  do n o t add up to  100 in  some c a se s  because  Rhythm and 
W ithdraw al methods and 'O th e r ' were n o t in c lu d ed  in  th e  ta b le .  
Source: CAFN I I  1973» a n a ly s i s  by th e  a u th o r .
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th o se  o f h ig h e r  p a r i t i e s .  For women u s in g  c o n t ra c e p t iv e s  a t  th e  p e r io d  o f  th e  
su rv e y , th e  h ig h e s t  p e rc e n ta g e  was o b serv ed  f o r  th o se  w ith  fo u r  l i v e  b i r t h s  
bo th  in  th e  u rban  and r u r a l  c e n t r e s .  T h is s i t u a t i o n  m ight be e x p la in e d  by th e  
f a c t  t h a t  women w ith  f i r s t  p a r i t y  were th e  younger age g roup , more ed u ca ted  
and more u rb a n iz e d  th a n  th e  h ig h e r  p a r i t y  women hence more exposed to  th e  
knowledge and p r a c t ic e  o f  modern fa m ily  p la n n in g . Women who had fo u r  l i v e  
b i r t h s  r e p re s e n te d  th o se  w ith  th e  s o c i e t y 's  a c c ep ted  minimum number o f c h i ld r e n  
a  woman was ex p ec ted  to  h av e . A woman m ight th e re f o r e  f e e l  s o c i a l l y  f r e e  to  
use  modern fa m ily  p la n n in g  methods when she reac h ed  t h a t  p a r i t y .
A ccord ing  to  O k e d iji  e t  a l ( 1976:131) women most l i k e l y  to  have used  
fa m ily  p la n n in g  methods a re  n o t th o se  who have no e x p e rie n c e  o f  c h i ld  m o r ta l i ty  
b u t th o se  who have l o s t  a t  l e a s t  one c h i ld .  W ith h ig h e r  c h i ld  m o r ta l i ty ,  th e  
l ik e l ih o o d  o f  h av in g  used  fa m ily  p la n n in g  m ethods d e c re a s e s .  The r e s u l t  o f  CAFN 
I I  Survey showed t h a t  th e  use  o f p o s tn a ta l  a b s tin e n c e  ro s e  as th e  number o f 
c h i ld r e n  l o s t  by women in c re a s e d . The explanation o f t h i s  m ight be t h a t  as i t  
was g e n e ra l ly  b e l ie v e d  th a t  h av in g  se x u a l in te r c o u r s e  w h ile  a m other was s t i l l  
b r e a s t  f e e d in g  po iso n ed  th e  b r e a s t  m ilk , m others who l o s t  t h e i r  c h i ld r e n  b e fo re  
th e y  were weaned had s o c i e t y 's  d is p le a s u re  and were re g a rd e d  as  b e in g  th e  cause  
o f th e  c h i l d r e n 's  d e a th . I t  was th e r e f o r e  th e  du ty  o f th e  women who had a lre a d y  
l o s t  many c h i ld r e n  to  m a in ta in  such a b s tin e n c e  th an  th o se  who had l o s t  none 
o r  on ly  one c h i ld .
From th e se  f in d in g s ,  i t  was obv ious t h a t  th e  two m ajor f a c t o r s  a f f e c t in g  
th e  accep tan c e  o f  fa m ily  p la n n in g  methods w ith in  Yoruba s o c ie ty  w ere:
1. E d u ca tio n  -  t h i s  has  p o s i t i v e ly  a f f e c te d  th e  acc ep tan c e  o f  fa m ily  
p la n n in g  p a r t l y  because  i t  in c re a s e d  p e o p le 's  economic r a t i o n a l i t y  
w ith  r e s p e c t  to  la rg e  fa m ily  s iz e  and p a r t l y  because i t  c r e a te d  th e  
atm osphere in  in d iv id u a ls  conducive  to  acc ep tan c e  o f  im ported  c u l t u r a l  
v a lu e s  in c lu d in g  sm a ll fa m ily  s iz e  id e a l s .
2. U rb a n iz a tio n  -  t h i s  c re a te d  th e  environm ent f o r  red u ced  im pact o f 
t r a d i t i o n a l  norms and tab o o s ab o u t fam ily  s iz e  id e a ls  and even sex u a l 
in te r c o u r s e .  The anonym ity o f  human r e l a t i o n s  in  modern u rban  c e n t r e s  
tended  to  make f o r  n u c le a r  as a g a in s t  th e  ex tended  f a m i l ie s  in  th e
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traditional societies. Urban centres also provided such facilities 
as educational institutions, white collar jobs, skilled and unskilled 
employment opportunities which attracted the young age groups, the 
educated job seekers and even the self employed persons to them.
These facilities in turn affect people's attitudes to prevailing 
traditional family size ideals.
It may therefore not be v/ise to single out either education or urbanization 
as the major positive factor that affects people's attitudes towards small 
family size,hence the acceptance or otherwise of modern family planning methods 
within Yoruba society, for the two factors appeared not to be mutually 
exclusive.
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CHAPTER 5
VALUES AND DISVALUES OF CHILDREN
5.1 C h ild re n ’ s P a r t i c ip a t io n  in  H ousehold P ro d u c tiv e  and S e rv ic e  A c t iv i t i e s
Two q u e s tio n s  in  CAFli I I  Survey touched  on th e  r e s p o n d e n ts ’ p e rc e p tio n  o f 
th e  work perform ed by c h i ld r e n  w ith in  th e  Yoruba h o u seh o ld ; and th e  good th in g s  
c h i ld r e n  do f o r  p a re n ts  th ro u g h o u t t h e i r  l i v e s .  The f i r s t  q u e s tio n  was an 
a t te m p t a t  g e t t i n g  in fo rm a tio n  on th e  most common k in d  o f work done by c h i ld r e n  
(sons and d a u g h te rs )  betw een th e  ages o f  seven and e ig h te e n . I t  a lso  p ro v id ed  
in fo rm a tio n  on th e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  th e se  c h i ld r e n  when th e y  had had some sc h o o l­
in g  and when th e y  had none. An im p lie d  assum ption  was t h a t  c h i ld r e n  s t a r t  
p a r t i c i p a t i n g  in  ho u seh o ld  economic and s o c ia l  a c t i v i t i e s  from  th e  age o f  sev en . 
But a c c o rd in g  to  F a d ip e (1970:149)> A depo ju (l9 7 7 :129) and O rubu loye(1976;377) 
from  ab o u t th e  age o f  s ix  c h i ld r e n  w ith in  Yoruba s o c ie ty  were g r a d u a l ly  i n t e ­
g ra te d  in to  th e  fa m ily  p ro d u c tiv e  p ro c e s s .  At th e se  low er ag es , th e  work o f 
th e  c h i ld r e n  was m ain ly  a s s i s t i n g  t h e i r  f a th e r s  in  p ro d u c tiv e  o p e ra t io n s  in  
th e  fa rm (fo r  so n s) and a s s i s t i n g  t h e i r  m others a t  w hatever may be t h e i r  
o c c u p a tio n s .
The a c t i v i t i e s  o f c h i ld r e n  r e p o r te d  by re sp o n d e n ts  were grouped  in to  th r e e  
b road  c a te g o r ie s :  s e rv ic e  a c t i v i t i e s ,  p ro d u c tiv e  a c t i v i t i e s ,  and t r a i n i n g  
a c t iv i t i e s ( T a b l e  5»1)» These were a ls o  ranked  a c c o rd in g  to  th e  freq u en cy  a t  
which th e y  w ere m entioned  by re s p o n d e n ts . I t  was o b se rv ed  t h a t  f o r  sch o o l 
c h i ld r e n ,  th e  o n ly  change in  th e  p a t te r n  o f t h e i r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in  househo ld  
a c t i v i t i e s  on th e  b a s is  o f  t h e i r  u rb an  and r u r a l  r e s id e n c e  was betw een th e  ages 
15 and 18 y e a r s .  At th e se  ag es , w h ile  r u r a l  sch o o l c h i ld r e n  were a l re a d y  engaged 
in  p ro d u c tiv e  a c t i v i t i e s ,  t h e i r  u rb an  c o u n te rp a r ts  were s t i l l  in  s e rv ic e  
a c t i v i t i e s .  N on-school so n s , bo th  u rb an  and r u r a l ,  s t a r t e d  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  in  
p ro d u c tiv e  a c t i v i t i e s  r i g h t  from  th e  age o f  e lev en  y e a r s .  N on-school d a u g h te rs  
on th e  o th e r  hand , o n ly  s t a r t e d  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  in  p ro d u c tiv e  a c t i v i t i e s  a t  th e  
age o f 15 y e a r s .  G e n e ra lly  th e  deg ree  o f p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in  s e rv ic e  a c t i v i t i e s  
bo th  f o r  male and fem ale  c h i ld r e n  f e l l  w ith  age. On th e  o th e r  hand , th e  deg ree
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of participation in productive activities rose with age. It was observed that 
female children were more involved in service activities while male children 
were more involved in productive activities.
5.2 General Values of Children
Perceived values of children were given by respondents in their replies 
to the question on what they thought was bad about not having children. These 
perceived values included financial help from children especially in sickness 
and old age of parents; help in productive economic activities of the family 
including farmwork, business and trading; inheritance of family property and 
continuity of the family name through generations of their descendants; power 
and respect within the society as a result of the children; burial and funeral 
arrangements for the parents; joy of parents for having immortalized themselves; 
joy for having children and the opportunity to play parent roles; and satisfac­
tion of parents for having fulfilled their natural life mission of procreation.
An attempt was made to group these perceived values into economic, social 
and psychological values(Table 5*2). The aim of this grouping was to establish 
which of the values were perceived by respondents as most important and to find 
out if there were variations in these perceived values on the basis of sex and 
residence of respondents. The findings would lead to possible conclusions on 
the strength or weakness of the effect of the values attached to children by 
rural and urban Yoruba residents within the society on both their accepted 
family size and fertility.
5.2.1 Economic Values
The economic values of children in the context of this study involved such 
benefits as accrued to parents from their children throughout their life cyle 
which had direct or indirect monetary values. These economic benefits came as 
a result of children's participation in household productive activities, remi­
ttances of money from children to parents and siblings and help in management 
of family business which in turn yielded financial returns. These benefits 
continued to flow from the children right from the age of six, from which time 
children assisted their parents in productive operations in the farm or other
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TABLE 5.2
VALUES OF CHILDREN: RESPONDENTS’ PERCEPTIONS BY SEX AND RESIDENCE
V A T TTTFQ _
URBAN RURAL TOTAL
V  A  ijuüiO M
(% )
F
04)
M
04)
F
(94) 04)
Economic v a lu e s :
1. Help from c h i ld r e n
( e s p e c i a l l y  i n  s ic k n e s s  
and o ld  age) 1 3 .2 15.4 15.1 16.3 15.0
S o c ia l  v a lu e s :
1. I n h e r i t a n c e  o f  p ro p e r ty  
in c lu d in g  la n d ;  f a m i ly  
name p assed  on d escen d a n ts 43 .5 35.9 36.6 34.1 37.8
2. B u r ia l 3 .3 5-3 6 .5 5 .5 5.1
3. S o c i e t a l  r e s p e c t 9 .4 7 .0 8 .0 7 .0 7 .9
P s y c h o lo g ic a l  v a lu e s :
1. H appiness th ro u g h o u t  l i f e /  
f e e l i n g  o f  l i f e  f u l f i l m e n t 22.2 28.1 25.1 2 6 . 4 25 .4
2. B le s s in g  from God 2 .7 4 .4 3 .9 5 .0 3 .9
O thera 5 .7 3 .9 4 .8 5 .6 4 .8
T o ta l 100 100 100 100 100
N 823 825 674 6 7 4 2 9 9 6
Note: a  -  in c lu d e s  ’n o th in g  good’ , and ’no r e s p o n s e ’
Source: CAFN I I  1973» a n a l y s i s  by th e  a u th o r .
Q 4.7(b) , c lo se -e n d e d :  "K in i  ohun buburu t i  o wa n in u  a i b i  omo r a r a ? "  
"What a re  th e  bad th in g s  about hav ing  no c h i ld r e n ? "
0 . D o n 't  know, no re sp o n se
1. Nothing bad
2. No one to  bury you
5. No one to  i n h e r i t  your  p ro p e r ty ,  no d e s c e n d a n ts ,  f a m ily  name 
n o t p assed  on.
4. People look  down on you (o r  r e g a rd  you as u n f o r t u n a t e ) ,  d o n ' t  
r e s p e c t  you.
5. No h e lp  from c h i l d r e n ( e s p e c i a l l y  in  s ic k n e s s  and o ld  age)
6. C h i ld re n  a re  an economic a s s e t  -  hence p o o re r
7. Sadness th ro u g h o u t l i f e / f e e l i n g  l i f e  has n o t  been f u l f i l l e d
8. I t  i s  a  c u r s e ,  w i t c h c r a f t
9. O ther.
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trade until the death of the parents. According- to Fadipe(l970:155)> within 
traditional Yoruba society, a boy’s working- life during the days of his depen­
dence on his parents may be divided into the early apprenticeship stage(age of 
six to 10 years), late apprenticeship stage (age of 10 to 14 years), and the 
journeyman stage(above 14 years). Within these stages the boy participated 
fully in the special trade of the father and usually there were financial returns 
from sales of whatever he produced either in the farm or workshop and these 
went to the father. Hence they gave indirect financial support to their father 
even at those ages.
When children were no longer dependent on their parents, after marriage, 
these financial returns still were made to their parents especially during 
festivities, funeral ceremonies and even during marriage ceremonies of both 
their siblings and those of their father. Sven when the children were away 
working in distant places, they usually made occasional visits home and in such 
visits both cash and material gifts were made to their parents and relations 
(Adepoju, 1977:145)» Help in the nature of financial support therefore ranked 
first in the major assistance children gave to their parents when they had 
grown up(Table 5»5)»
According to Caldwell(1982:54) it is wrong to think that the economic 
value of children to parents in Yorubaland was merely equivalent to an insurance 
policy against old age and sickness. Most parents received continued assistance 
from adult married children irrespective of their state of health. Hence the 
economic value of children was a continuing process throughout the life of the 
child and the parents. Among the Yoruba, he noted, more significant still was 
the fact that assistance was not associated with the age or apparently the health 
condition of the parents, money and goods were given to healthy, fully employed 
parents in the prime of life and were given by children of all ages and marital 
conditions.
The result of CAFF II Survey seemed to show that only an insignificant 
percentage of respondents accepted the fact that children were economic assets 
other than their economic value as old age security. This, according to Caldwell
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(19S2:54) might be due to the fact that Nigerians increasingly feel that the 
Europeans disapprove of parents receiving returns from children except when in 
need especially resulting from ill health or old age, and accordingly are ever 
more likely to respond to surveys in these terms. Prom the experience of the 
present author, another reason might be the fact that social enquiries of a 
demographic nature like CAFN II Survey, ask pre-coded or close-ended questions 
on the aspect of economic value of children to their parents, thereby giving 
the respondents little or no chance to explain the continuous nature of such 
economic returns. Only the old age security has therefore tended to be stressed. 
5.2.2 Old Age Security
The value of children as an old age security in developing societies has tended 
to be over emphasized because of the following facts: a general lack of life 
insurance or state social security system for the aged(except for pension 
schemes which cover only a few) and a lack of investment in high dividend yield­
ing enterprises other than the little investment in the farm or trade and educa­
tion. Experience has shown that in most of the developing societies, the old 
have tended to adapt themselves to the absence of these facilities and have 
instead tended to reduce their dependence on their children. Galletti(l956:350) 
pointed out that many old men in Yoruba society owned farms and benefitted from 
them even though they were entirely worked by either their grown-up sons or 
hired labour financed by the marketing activities of their wives or grown-up 
daughters. The fact that 'help from children in old age' ranked third both in 
urban and rural centres as one of the major reasons for getting children at the 
time of CAFN II Survey(Table 5*2) may show a shift of emphasis from old age 
security to social and psychological values due to the prevailing social changes.
For the mothers, responsibilities of their children to them became more 
pronounced in their(mothers') old age than those of the fathers. This included 
taking them into their(children's) houses and where their husbands died before 
them, doing those things which their husbands did for them like mending their 
houses, building houses for them. Hence although the result of the survey 
showed that old age security ranked the same for the females and the males,
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higher percentage of females, both urban and rural, regarded children as old 
age security.
5.2.3 Social and Psychological Values
Replies to the question on the perceived value of children showed that 
social values ranked highest in the nature of inheritance of property and the 
continuity of family name,followed by psychological values of the feeling of 
happiness for life fulfilment(Table 5*2). According to Radipe(l970:135) when 
a man died his mature son had. the responsibility of taking care of his(son's) 
siblings, half sisters and brothers. It was his duty to give sacrifices to 
their deceased father for the family. Inheritance of the man's property in 
the nature of slaves, land, peons and even wives was left to the man's brothers 
and sisters and only the left overs went to the children. With time this situa­
tion changed partly for the fact that men started accummulating material pro­
perty other than peons and slaves and partly for the fact that men began to 
realize that it was unreasonable to allow their idle and dissolute siblings to 
inherit their property while their children were almost entirely excluded.
Ery the time of CAF1T II Survey, inheritance of a man’s property under 
customary law devolved on his children and even the wife of a deceased man had 
right of inheritance to the husband's property. Hence every Yoruba man worked 
hard to accumulate property for his children. Continuity of a man's name after 
his death was also an important social factor in Yoruba society and every man 
would want his name to live after him. The aspect of inheritance and continuity 
of name therefore ranked first for all the respondents but was more an urban 
respondents' concern than a rural one.
Analysis of CAP1I II Survey by Caldwell(1982:56) showed that both male and 
female respondents agreed strongly that a man with many children wielded a lot 
of power and respect within Yoruba society. It has already been shown that a 
man or woman who could not bear any child was scorned and had no respect in the 
society. Respect therefore ranked second in the social values of children 
especially among male respondents, while ranking fourth in the overall per­
ceived values of children in the society. Also the absence of a commercially
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o rg a n iz e d  dep artm en t f o r  th e  b u r ia l  o f th e  dead meant t h a t  c h i ld r e n  sh o u ld  be 
r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  th e  p h y s ic a l  b u r i a l  a rrangem en t o f t h e i r  deceased  p a re n ts  
v /h ile  t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s  by ex tended  fa m ily  and f r ie n d s  h e lp d  v /ith  th e  f u n e r a l  
cerem o n ies . P a re n ts  e s p e c i a l l y  th e  r u r a l  ones saw t h i s  as  a  v e ry  im p o rta n t 
d u ty  f o r  them by t h e i r  c h i ld r e n .  Hence, a c c o rd in g  to  O rubuloye (1976:384)» 
th e y  s t a r t e d  w orry in g  ab o u t th e  tim e o f  d ea th  and th e  manner o f  t h e i r  su b se ­
q u en t tre a tm e n t lo n g  b e fo re  t h i s  e v en t to  such an e x te n t  t h a t  th e y  o f te n  
rem inded t h e i r  c h i ld r e n  o f th e  im portance o f  d ea th  and th e  n e c e s s i ty  o f a  f in e  
b u r i a l .
P sy c h o lo g ic a l v a lu e s  in c lu d e d  th e  f e e l i n g  o f  h a p p in e ss  f o r  l i f e  f u l f i lm e n t ,  
and th e  b e l i e f  and s a t i s f a c t i o n  th a t  c h i ld r e n  v/ere a b le s s in g  from  God. I t  was 
th e  common b e l i e f  w ith in  th e  s o c ie ty  t h a t  a  man was n o t com plete  u n t i l  he 
m a rried  and b ro u g h t f o r t h  c h i ld r e n .  T h is a s p e c t  o f th e  v a lu e  o f  c h i ld r e n  
ranked  second among th e  vaJ-ues and was seen  to  be h ig h e r  f o r  fem a les  th a n  m ales 
and a ls o  h ig h e r  f o r  th e  u rban  th a n  r u r a l  fe m a le s . T h is d em o n stra ted  t h a t  even 
in  a  d ev e lo p in g  s o c ie ty  l i k e  th e  Y oruba, th e  p sy c h o lo g ic a l v a lu e s  o f  c h i ld r e n  were 
c o n s id e re d  v ery  p e r t i n e n t  in  th e  d e c is io n  to  have c h i ld r e n .
5 .3  G eneral C osts o f C h ild re n
Any c o n s id e ra t io n  o f  th e  c o s t  o f  c h i ld r e n  sh o u ld  n e c e s s a r i ly  make a  d i s t i n c ­
t io n  n o t o n ly  betw een econom ic and non-econom ic c o s t s ,  b u t a ls o  betw een d i r e c t  
economic and non-econom ic c o s ts  and th e  o p p o r tu n i ty  c o s ts  o r  s a c r i f i c e s  in v o lv ed  
in  r a i s i n g  c h i ld r e n .  A ccord ing  to  F av /ce tt (1 9 7 7 :9 9 ), M ueller (1972:181) and 
C hung(l972:210) d i r e c t  economic c o s ts  in c lu d e  c o s ts  o f m ain tenance such as 
fo o d , h o u sin g  and e d u c a tio n . D ire c t  non-econom ic c o s ts  a re  p s y c h o lo g ic a l and 
em o tio n a l demands on p a re n ts  by c h i ld r e n .  Economic o p p o r tu n i ty  c o s ts  in c lu d e  
fo reg o n e  consum ption e x p e n d itu re s ,  fo reg o n e  in v e s tm en ts  in  b u s in e s s  and p a r e n t ’ s 
fo reg o n e  o p p o r tu n i t ie s  to  in v e s t  in  t h e i r  c h i ld r e n ’s e d u c a tio n . Non-economic 
o p p o r tu n i ty  c o s ts  in c lu d e  in co n v en ien ce  o f  c h i ld r e n  to  p a re n ts  and p a r e n t ’s 
im m o b ility  due to  th e  p resen ce  o f  c h i ld r e n .
D ire c t  economic c o s t s  can be m easured in  m onetary  term s o r  by th e  deg ree
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of perception of parents of these costs. Non-economic costs on the other 
hand can be measured only by the parents' perceptions. Foregone opportunities 
and direct costs may be valued quite differently in different countries and in 
different social groups within same countries. Different patterns of these 
costs also exist within and between societies. Within any society these costs 
vary over time as the society passes through different stages of economic and 
social development.
Because CAFD II Survey did not ask question on direct costs of children, 
it was not possible to collect information through the responses which could 
aid the calculation of direct economic costs of children in monetary terms 
within the society. The only insight into the perceptions of these costs was 
from responses to the proposition "lots of children lots of misery". Respon­
dents who agreed with the proposition gave their reasons as general economic 
problems; specific problems in financing education of their children; social 
problems of crowding, noise, delinquency, strain on parents; and general health 
of the mothers(Table 5»4)»
According to Fawcett(1977• 100) striking contrasts appear in comparisons of 
urban and rural populations with regard to the costs of children, in the United 
States of America and Asia. Urban parents tend to emphasize opportunity costs 
and restrictions on freedom along with economic costs. On the other hand rural 
parents tend to give greatest weight to economic factors and the physical bur­
den of child-care. Men also are more concerned than women about the economic 
costs of raising children probably because they carry the major responsibilities 
for the economic welfare of the household. Women are more concerned than men 
about the emotional and physical burdens of child-rearing. This section there­
fore attempted to find out if these observations were relevant to the Yoruba 
population. The only medium of measurement was the perceptions of the respon­
dents of CAFN II Survey shown in the responses given to the propositions in 
Table 5*4»
5o.1 Economic Costs
In developing societies such as the Yoruba and the Ibo, the direct costs of
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TABLE 5 .4
COST OF CHILDREN: RESPONSES TO SPECIFIC QUESTIONS BY SEX AND RESIDENCE
-ronicnc T'T’TnM0
URBAN RURAL TOTAL
lliUl Uo 11 lUrJu M
0 6 )
p
06)
K
(56)
F
(56) (56)
1. L o ts  o f  c h i l d r e n  l o t s  o f
m ise ry : ,J A gree 7 6 . 3 7 6 . 9 6 8 . 8 7 0 . 0 7 3 . 4
D is a g re e 2 3 . 7 23 .1 3 1 . 2 3 0 . 0 2 6 . 6
R e a s o n s (A g re e ) :
i .  G e n e ra l econom ic p rob lem s 6 3 . 5 5 8 .2 5 9 . 3 6 2 . 3 6 0 . 8
i i . S p e c i f i c  p ro b lem s in  
f in a n c in g  e d u c a t io n 2 6 . 0 2 7 . 3 2 5 . 7 2 2 . 7 2 5 . 6
i i i . S o c ia l  p ro b le m s(c ro w d in g , 
n o i s e ,  d e l in q u e n c y , s t r a i n  
on p a r e n t s ) 1 0 .5 1 4 . 5 15 .1 1 5 . 0 1 3 . 6
2 . R e a l f i n a n c i a l  w o rry  ab o u t 
c h i l d r e n  i s  s c h o o l in g :  
Agree 9 2 . 2 9 2 . 6 9 2 . 3 9 1 . 5 9 2 . 2
D is a g re e  ' 7 . 8 7 . 4 7 . 7 8 . 5 7 . 8
3. A woman w ith  many c h i l d r e n  
h a s  to  work h a r d e r  th a n  one 
w ith  a  few : A gree 9 0 . 4 8 9 . 2 9 2 . 6 9 2 .1 9 1 . 0
D is a g re e 9 . 6 1 0 . 8 7 . 4 7 . 9 9 . 0
4 . I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  m ark e t 
women who have many c h i l d r e n :  
A gree a 8 1 . 0 7 6 . 8 8 2 . 2 7 8 . 6 7 9 . 6
D is a g re e 1 9 . 0 2 3 .2 1 7 . 8 2 1 . 4 2 0 . 4
5. A b r o th e r  who h a s  f o u r  c h i l d r e n  
and i s  a b le  to  s tu d y  and  t r a v e l  i s  
w is e r  th a n  h i s  b r o th e r  who h a s  
e ig h t  c h i l d r e n  and h a s  to  
work a l l  th e  tim e :
A gree 8 6 . 5 8 8 . 7 8 3 . 2 8 1 . 2 8 5 . 2
D is a g re e 1 3 .5 1 1 . 3 1 6 . 8 1 8 .8 1 4 . 8
6. H aving  many b i r t h s  i s  bad 
f o r  a  w om an's h e a l t h :  
A gree 8 4 . 4 8 7 . 5 7 8 . 3 7 9 . 7 8 2 .8
D is a g re e 1 5 . 6 1 2 .5 2 1 . 7 2 0 . 3 1 7 .2
T o ta l 823 825 674 674 2996
N ote : a  -  in c lu d e s  ’ o th e r*
b -  t o t a l  r e s p o n d e n ts  f o r  each  p r o p o s i t i o n .
S o u rc e : CAFN I I  1973» a n a ly s i s  by th e  a u th o r .
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children are identified more as costs of education than costs of feeding or 
clothing the children. Okore(l977b: 264) noted that in Iho society this has 
been because of the comparatively low standard of comfort in rural areas, hence 
very modest demands by children(they rarely asked for more than their parents 
could easily afford). Children of seven months began to eat the same staple food­
stuffs which adults ate as supplement for their mother’s milk and these were 
produced in the family farm, hence were regarded as costing virtually nothing. 
Caldwell(1982:47) also observed that in Yoruba society children except perhaps 
those with a substantial amount of schooling, did not look at their father’s food, 
clothing, possessions, entertainment, travel and other aspects of life to see 
what they might rightly aspire to, and did not clamour for such things citing 
their father’s possession of them as an example.
Clothing was not a big problem for the child needed only a few for daily 
use and for ceremonies and festivities. The tropical climate also did not make 
much demand on clothing. Housing was no problem for children were free to live 
with their relations by extended family and even the setting up of a house 
involved little or no expenditure. Help was readily available from kin and the 
materials were provided by nature and included laterite earth, palm fronds or 
grass. Although according to Caldwell(1982:46) an increasing proportion were 
roofed with corrugated iron sheets; even in the urban centres the walls of 
houses were made of laterite earth.
In the urban centres, on the other hand, family farms rarely existed, hence 
the economic costs of feeding the child and providing shelter were relatively 
high. The dominant financial problem both for urban and rural parents was the 
cost of schooling. Ware(l976:484) from her study of Ibadan women, observed that 
most of the couples who decided to have small families did so not because they 
could not afford minimal support to large families but because they could only 
provide higher education if the family was small, a goal cherished by many of 
them. She noted also that the marginal cost of educating an additional child, 
even if only through secondary school w^ as ten times greater than the marginal 
cost of feeding, clothing and sheltering the child at a minimal level.
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In Table 5»4» responses to the proposition that lots of children were lots 
of misery, showed that both urban and rural respondents were equally worried 
about the general economic problems of raising children. For financing educa­
tion, the urban population appeared to be more worried. The table shows also 
that males were as much worried as females about the financing of the education 
of their children. This situation may be explained by the fact that within 
Yoruba society, there was rarely such a thing as a common household budget; 
the mother might help more, often raising the extra money by trading for long 
hours, not by arrangement with her husband, but because her son told her that 
the husband was not meeting the costs(Caldwell, 1982:221).
5.3.2 Other Costs
Generally it is not easy to translate other costs readily from the western 
to African economies. In western societies the tendency has been to emphasize 
other costs of children more than the direct economic costs probably because 
part of these direct costs of children are borne by the state. On the other 
hand because of familial arrangements within developing societies like the 
Yoruba, most of the expected emotional strain due to concern about children’s 
discipline, moral behaviour, care of the children(children socialization), are 
cushioned off by relatives and kin. A woman might keep her baby with her co­
wife or another woman of the compound to go to her farm or business. She might 
also ask the help of any child of the compound in her house to mind her baby. 
Discipline of the child was the concern of all members of any compound. Other 
costs like crowding, noise, delinquency and strain on parents were therefore 
problems of the urban more than rural Yoruba where extended family assistance 
was not as available as v/ithin the rural sector. There was also general lack 
of space due to high rents, hence c rowding V/omen were fully engaged with taking 
care of their children unless they earned enough to engage maids.
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CHAPTER 6 
C O N C L U S I O N
The prevailing fertility level within a society or subsection of that 
society is influenced by the society’s perception of the values of children, 
both at the individual and societal levels. At the same time, perceptions of 
values of children are influenced by economic, social, psychological and demo­
graphic factors. It was not possible within the scope of the present treatise 
to discuss in full the influence of these factors within the Yoruba society. 
Nevertheless an attempt has been made to summarize some of the more relevant 
factors in support of the results of the computer analysis of the CAEN II Survey.
The present chapter has been divided into three sections. In the first, 
an attempt has been made to summarize the findings of CAEN II Survey based on 
the computer analysis of some of the results of the survey. The second section 
reviev/s past conclusions on rural-urban fertility differentials in Yoruba 
society and tries to relate these conclusions to the findings of the present 
study. This has become necessary in view of the on-going debate on urban- 
rural fertility differentials in the society and the necessity to use the 
findings of the present study to try an explanation of the differentials. In 
the final section, suggestions are made on how to make future surveys on 
Value of Children in developing societies more useful for estimating reliable 
fertility rates.
6.1 Summary of Eindings
In Chapter 2 the methodology of the CAEN II Survey was discussed, 
including the characteristics of the sample population. By grouping the 
sample centres into urban and rural according to their population and social 
and economic facilities, it was possible to look at some of the factors that 
influence the perception of the values of children and hence fertility from the 
perspective of the urban and rural ways of life. This grouping was based on 
the assumption that there is always a distinction between urbanization as 
denoted by population figures alone and urbanism as denoted by the distinctive
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way of life.
In Chapter 5 the social and economic setting1 of the society was discussed.
In Yoruba society, marriage decisions, including choice of marriage partners, 
were made by persons other than the bride and groom. Families were directly 
involved in marriages contracted, hence they influenced conjugal relationships. The 
incidence of polygyny was higher in the rural areas of the society. Education 
and socialization of the children were responsibilities of the extended family 
members.
In Chapter 4> social and economic factors that influence accepted family 
size, including preference of the child’s sex, use and non-use of family planning 
methods were discussed. The analysis showed that generally urban females 
accepted the lowest number of children as best followed by urban males and 
then by rural males and females. Sex preference in favour of male children 
was observed to be stronger in the urban areas of the society. Despite the 
fact that use of modern methods of birth control(contraceptives) was more 
substantial in urban centres, postnatal abstinence was still the most used 
single method of birth control in the society.
In Chapter 5» "the various values attached to children were discussed. 
Children were seen as being involved both in service and productive activities 
in varying degrees from the age of seven years till they were financially 
independent of their parents, lion-school sons were engaged in productive 
activities earlier than daughters. Even sons who were still at school 
entered the family productive activities much earlier than their urban counter­
parts who were mainly involved in service activities. Female children whether 
urban or rural were engaged in service activities and entered the productive 
activities only at later ages, unlike their male counterparts. Children were 
perceived as old age security by more rural than urban respondents, but inheri­
tance of both property and continuity of family name were more important for 
the urban respondents. Psychological feelingsof happiness and life fulfilment 
due to production of children was the same for both urban and rural respondents.
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It was generally seen that help from children to parents was not restricted 
to when the parents were old but was spread throughout the life span of the 
children and their parents. Male urban children when young were more involved 
with within the house chores while their rural counterparts were involved with 
farm work, both urban and rural children were seen therefore as providing 
indirect financial support when young and direct financial support when old to 
their parents. There was virtually no difference in the perception of the 
economic costs of children by both urban and rural respondents.
6.2 The Rural-Urban Fertility Debate
The debate has been based on the findings of 01usanya(l ;)69) and Ekanem 
(1974) from studies in Western Nigeria and the former East Central State, that 
urban fertility is higher than rural in Western and Eastern Nigeria inhabited 
by predominantly Yoruba and Ibo populations respectively. Olusanya attributed 
the situation to the disparity in the rate at which traditional postnatal taboo 
on sexual relation for nursing mothers is abandoned by the urban and rural 
mothers. This, he argued, has resulted in uneducated mothers having lower 
mean births than the educated. He also found from a study of Ife and Oyo in 
1968 that both mean live births and total fertility rate for females were 
higher in Ife(urban) than in Oyo(traditional). Morgan(1975•234) after estima­
ting the total fertility rate of 7*3 for Lagos, was surprised to realize the 
apparent rise in fertility with urbanization. He then supported Olusanya’s 
explanation with regard to "weakening of lactation taboos" in the urban centres.
Lucas(1977:411) after reviewing the findings of Olusanya and Morgan, listed 
some of the problems involved in using the Brass P/P ratio from current births 
to correct the mean births especially of older women. According to him these 
include the educational differential between the younger and older women(past 
childbearing), the higher ethnic variations among the urban younger women than 
the older, and the memory la„pse with regard to children ever born alive to older 
women. He nevertheless felt that despite these problems of correction, there 
does seem to be a case for saying that the level of current births is higher in
87
the modern metropolis of Lagos than in the other parts of its Yorubaland 
hinterland. According to him, because of the high maternal mortality in 
Nigeria in the past, less fertile women must have survived more, hence average 
parity for the women of higher ages must have been low. The weakening of the 
lactation taboo meant that younger women might have more births. He concluded 
therefore that the lower fertility of the Yoruba townswomen is attained by 
abstinence and to a less extent use of modern contraception.
0kore(l980:171) from a study of urban Umuahia and Arochukwu Division in 
Imo State of Nigeria, found that the mean parity was consistently higher for 
the rural up to the age of 40-44 than the urban women, parity rose with the age 
of women and at ages 45 years and over, rural mean parity dropped below the 
urban for ever married women but v:as same for currently married women. After 
reviewing the findings of Orubuloye(l977b), Omiata(l975) 1 Morgan(l975) s-nd 
Lucas(1976), he concluded that available evidence shows that rural fertility 
is higher than urban even though the difference is not large and that for every 
socio-economic variable investigated, rural fertility still remains higher.
6.2.1 Findings of the Ihresent Study
The results of the analysis in this study have tended to show some rural- 
urban differentials in the perceived values and costs of children. A higher 
singulate mean age at marriage for the urban females meant that rural females 
entered into marriage earlier than their urban counterparts, hence a higher 
percentage of rural females were married at ages between 17 and 24» Incidence 
of polygyny was also seen to be higher in the rural than urban centres of the 
society.
The mean of the accepted best number of children was higher for the rural 
respondents while the percentage of respondents considering four, five or a lower 
number of children as best was higher for the urban respondents of all considered 
socio-economic and demographic groups. It was also observed that postnatal 
abstinence was generally practised by almost all Yoruba mothers, but that a 
higher percentage of rural females used the method while a higher percentage of
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u rb an  fem ales  used  modern c o n t ra c e p t iv e s  f o r  a lm o st a l l  socio -econom ic  and 
dem ographic .groups. As p o s tn a ta l  a b s tin e n c e  has been seen  as a  d i r e c t  means 
o f  in c re a s in g  c h i ld  s u r v iv a l  r a th e r  th a n  l im i t in g  fa m ily  s iz e ,  i t  seems 
l i k e l y  t h a t  g r e a t e r  u se  o f modern c o n t ra c e p t iv e s  means g r e a t e r  e f f o r t  to  
red u ce  fa m ily  s iz e  u n lik e  p o s tn a ta l  a b s tin e n c e .
An a tte m p t h as  been made a lso  to  c a l c u la te  th e  f e r t i l i t y  r a t e s  u s in g  
c h i ld r e n  ev e r born  d a ta  g iv e n  by fem ale  re sp o n d e n ts . To red u ce  th e  e f f e c t  o f 
memory la p se  among th e  o ld e r  women w ith  r e s p e c t  to  th e  accu racy  o f th e  r e p o r te d  
number o f  l i v e  b i r t h s ,  th e  number o f l i v e  b i r t h s  r e p o r te d  h as  been compared w ith  
th e  sum o f r e p o r te d  own c h i ld r e n  l i v in g  w ith , own c h i ld r e n  l i v in g  e lsew h ere  and 
own c h i ld r e n  dead f o r  fem ale  re sp o n d e n ts (T a b le  6. 1) .  There ap peared  to  be ab o u t 
3 p e r  c e n t d i f f e r e n c e  betw een th e se  f ig u r e s  e s p e c ia l ly  among th e  r u r a l  fe m a le s . 
U sing  mean p a r i t y  by age g roups o f fem a les  as  b a s is  f o r  com parison o f u rban  and 
r u r a l  f e r t i l i t y ,  th e  r u r a l  fem ales  showed g e n e ra l ly  h ig h e r  mean p a r i t i e s  a t  each 
age g roup . The mean number o f c h i ld r e n  ev e r born  to  fem ales  o f age g roups 17“
49, 4O-44 and 45”49 was a ls o  h ig h e r  f o r  th e  r u r a l  th an  th e  u rb an  fe m a le s . One 
may th e r e f o r e  conclude  t h a t  r u r a l  fem ales  on th e  average  had. more b i r t h s  than  
t h e i r  u rban  c o u n te r p a r ts .
C a lc u la t io n  o f  t o t a l  f e r t i l i t y  r a t e  by th e  use  o f th e  C oale and Demeny 
model __3 i s  u s u a l ly  fa c e d  w ith  th e  problem  o f m iss ta tem en t o f  age by m others .
A
T his  m iss ta tem en t on one hand a f f e c t s ■th e  r e p o r te d  number o f  women in  th e  a f f e c ­
te d  ages and on th e  o th e r  a f f e c t s  th e  re p o r te d  number o f c h i ld r e n  born  to  
women o f th e  a f f e c te d  ag es . Such c a l c u la t io n  a lso  i s  based  on th e  assum ption  
o f  c o n s ta n t  f e r t i l i t y  f o r  th e  fem ales  o f ages 15” 29 in  th e  r e c e n t  p a s t  and the  
co n fo rm ity  o f th e  age p a t t e r n  o f f e r t i l i t y  to  th e  ty p i c a l  form  in  p o p u la tio n s  
p r a c t i s in g  l i t t l e  b i r t h  c o n t r o l .  M iss ta tem en t o f  age i s  u s u a l ly  low er w ith  
younger and urban women so t h a t  c a lc u la t io n s  o f t o t a l  f e r t i l i t y  r a t e  based on 
and P^ may tend  to  fa v o u r  th e  u rban  more than  th e  r u r a l  fe m a le s . A lthough 
Yoruba peop le  in  g e n e r a l ,  a t  th e  tim e o f CAFN I I  Survey , d id  n o t r e g u la r ly  p ra c ­
t i s e  modern c o n tra c e p t io n ,  even in  u rban  c e n t r e s ,  th e re  was ev id en ce  o f  a h ig h
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TABLE 6 .1
MEAN NUMBER OF CHILDREN EVER BORN TO FEMALE RESPONDENTS
BY AGE AND RESIDENCE
AGE-GROUP
Number o f  
women
Number o f c h i l d r e n Mean
L iv e  b i r t h s A L iv e  b i r t h s A
URBAN
1 7 -1 9 72 8 8 0 . 1 0 . 1
2 0 -2 4 171 120 120 0 .7 0 . 7
2 5 -2 9 128 271 274 2 . 1 2 . 1
3 0 -3 4 145 502 502 3 .5 3 .5
3 5 -3 9 92 3 7 6 376 4 .1 4 .1
4 0 -4 4 69 387 38 8 5 . 6 5 . 6
4 5 -4 9 46 267 267 5 . 8 5 . 8
50+ 102 597 623 5 . 9 6 . 1
1 7 -4 9 723 1931 1935 2 .7 2 .7
1 7 -50+ 823 2 5 2 8 2558 3 .1 3 .1
RURAL
17 -1 9 34 6 6 0 . 2 0 . 2
2 0 -2 4 111 129 129 1 .3 1 .3
2 5 -2 9 124 292 303 2 . 4 2 . 4
3 0 -3 4 119 391 391 3 .3 3 .3
3 5 -3 9 90 367 392 4 .1 4 . 4
4 0 - 4 4 71 408 408 5 .3 5 . 8
4 5 -4 9 41 240 241 5 . 9 5 . 9
50+ 84 5 0 0 531 6 . 0 6 . 3
1 7 -4 9 590 1833 1870 3.1 3 .2
1 7 -50+ 674 2333 2401 3 .5 3 . 6
TOTAL
1 7 -4 9 1313 3 7 6 4 3805 2 .9 2 . 9
17-50+ 1499 4861 4959 3 .2 3 .3
N o te :  A -  sum o f  'ow n c h i l d r e n  l i v i n g  w i t h  f e m a le  r e s p o n d e n t s ’ , ’ own
c h i l d r e n  l i v i n g  e l s e w h e r e ’ , and  'own c h i l d r e n  d e a d ’ .
CAFN I I  1973» a n a l y s i s  by t h e  a u t h o r .Source:
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degree of postnatal abstinence both for the urban and rural females, a form of 
traditional birth control. Using this model, a total fertility rate was 
estimated to be 6.3 for the urban and 4.8 for the rural centres.
A total fertility rate was also calculated using the Brass Modified 
pGompertz model P^( 4^4* The model can be used for any population if the basic 
assumptions of good age and number of births reporting by the females up to age 
35» constant fertility over the recent past at ages 15-55» pattern of fertility 
described by Gompertz function of the proportion experienced at each age, are 
met. Although CAFN II Survey did not provide any checks on reported age of 
women and their actual age, the check on reported live births and actual births 
showed very little difference between the two. Any assumption of constant 
fertility in the recent past might not hold for a society where mortality 
including infant and child mortality has just started to fall. The result of 
the calculation again showed that urban fertility rate(5.4) was higher than the 
rural(4.3). According to Brass(1979:21) if total fertility rate calculated by 
either the Coale and Demeny or the Brass Modified Gompertz model is less than 
the mean parities of the older age cohorts(P^ at ages 40-44» By at ages 45-49) 
there is an indication that above assumptions cannot be met. Rates calculated 
using the models therefore become unreliable.
In the present exercise the mean number of children ever born to urban 
females at ages 40-44(1^) was 5*8 and 5*8 for 45-49(Py). This implied that the 
mean number of children ever born was higher than the Total Fertility Rates. 
According to Lucas(1977:411) the use of Total Fertility Rate as a measure in 
any centres subject to rapid social change(as is happening in Yoruba society) 
seems unsatisfactory. The substantial yet increasing immigration of young 
women to marry or join husbands causes a short-term rise in age specific fertility 
rates especially in the urban centres.
It may therefore be wrong to conclude that urban fertility is higher than 
rural for Yoruba women based on these models. If consideration were to be given 
to the findings of the Value of Children analysis together with the mean number
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of children ever born to each age group of the women, ft may appear that the 
rural fertility is higher than the urban in Western and Lagos States of Nigeria 
contradicting the results of the calculations using the above models*
6.3 Suggestions on Future Surveys on Value of Children
If research on Value of Children is to be of much use for estimating 
fertility levels within any society, emphasis has to be shifted from retros­
pective to current birth histories of the females. Questions on children ever 
born asked in Value of Children surveys like CAEN II Survey, always create 
problems of matching. Values of children usually involve current perceived 
values determined or influenced by current socio-economic and demographic 
conditions within the society. Children Ever Born responses on the other hand 
involve fertility conditions in the past influenced by past perceived values of 
children which in turn were influenced by past socio-economic and demographic 
conditions.
Perceived values of children are usually not static but change over time 
as socio-economic environment changes both within the society and for the 
individual members of the society. To match current perceived values with 
current fertility behaviour of women in any society, it is very necessary that 
a question on current births say six to twelve months before the survey, should 
be asked. Records of historical events in any non-literate society such as the 
Yoruba, can help reduce the degree of age misstatement. These records are 
now available in most developing societies. Although they may not be a full 
proof against age misstatement errors, they can yield some reliable results.
As already pointed out open-ended questions should be used more than close- 
ended types. Values of children involve a great deal of individual perception 
and judgement. To be able to get full details of these perceptions, individual 
respondents should be given the full opportunity of giving their feelings about 
any item. This will reduce, to a great extent, the chance of pre-conceived 
western ideas on values of children being echoed by respondents within deve­
loping societies. Rroblems of coding may arise, but the final result will 
undoubtedly make such an exercise worthwhile.
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APPENDIX A-1
PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF RES PON DEISTS BY PERCEPTION OF THE IMPORTANCE 
OF SEX OF CHILDREN, SEX AND RESIDENCE
IMPORTANCE OF SEX OF CHILD URBAN RURAL TOTAL
M F M F
BOYS
Not important 0.5 1.1 1.0 0.7 0.8
Major support of family 34.6 36.7 35.2 37.5 36.0
Maintenance of parents name 33.2 28.4 28.6 22.7 28.5
Performance of hard physical 
work 5.5 4.2 5.2 5.3 5.0
Provision of more financial 
support 2.3 2.1 2.2 2.2 2.2
Stay with family 13.2 16.1 17.1 18.7 16.1
Inheritance of family property 
including land 8.5 9.1 8.5 9.6 8.9
More likely to be famous or rich 0.7 0.1 0.0 0.3 0.3
Other3, 1.5 2.2 2.2 3.0 2.2
Total 100 100 100 100 100
N 823 825 674 674 2996
GIRLS
Not important 4.4 2.1 4.9 1.3 3.2
More sympathetic 5.3 7.4 7.6 7.9 7.0
Care of household and usefulness 
in the household 33.2 34.9 29.5 32.5 32.7
Care of parents in old age 18.7 28.0 13.5 25.8 21.7
Link with other families by 
marriage 19.6 13.9 22.7 18.7 18.5
Reproduction 14.9 7.3 15.7 7.9 11.4
Financial support 0.6 1.0 0.7 0.1 0.6
Other3, 3.3 5*4 5.4 5.8 4.9
Total 100 100 100 100 100
N 823 825 674 674 2996
Note: a - includes 'don’t know' and ' no response'
Source: CAEN II 1973» analysis by the author.
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APPENDIX A-2
USEFULNESS OF SONS: SELECTED RESPONSES TO SPECIFIC QUESTIONS
BY SEX AND RESIDENCE
QUESTIONS URBAN RURAL TOTAL
M
( 94)
p
(% )
M
( 9 0
P
(°/o) ( 94)
1. A man l i v e s  th rough  h i s
s o n s ? : Agree 97.2 97 .9 96.7 97 .9 97.5
D isag ree 1.9 1.3 3 .0 1 .6 1.9
No o p in io n 0 .9 0 .8 0 .3 0 .5 0 .6
T o ta l 100 100 100 100 100
N 823 325 674 674 2996
2. A widow w ith o u t  son s t i l l  
has  someone to  defend  h e r? :
Agree 85.7 86.2 83.7 8 5 .9 86 .6
D isag ree 12.9 12.7 9 .8 13.1 12.2
No o p in io n 1 .4 1.1 1.5 1 .0 1 . 2
T o ta l 100 100 100 100 100
N 823 825 674 674 2996
3. Having a l l  sons i s  as  bad as
h av in g  a l l  d a u g h te rs  in  a
fa m i ly ? :  ,Agree 31.1 35-8 31.0 31 .9 32.5
D isag ree 67.7 62.5 66 .8 66 .0 65.7
No o p in io n 1 . 2 1.7 2 .2 2.1 1 .8
T o ta l 100 100 100 100 100
N 823 825 674 674 2996
4. B est th in g  i s  to  have same
number o f  sons and d a u g h te rs
in  a fa m i ly ? :  , ^ Agree 32.1 42 .3 31.3 35.2 35.4
D isagree 63 .4 53.3 63.2 58 .8 59 .6
No o p in io n 4 .5 4 .4 5 .5 6 .0 5 .0
T o ta l 100 100 100 100 100
N 823 825 674 674 2996
S ource: CAFN I I  1973» a n a l y s i s  by th e  a u th o r .
100
APPENDIX B: THE CHANGING APR IC Ali FAMILY NIGERIAN SEGMENT, 1973 - Project
Il(CAFN II): The Value of Children
The Changing African Family Project was begun in 1973 as a cooperative 
venture of the Sociology Department of the University of Ibadan and the Demo­
graphic Department of the Australian National University. The Nigerian 
Segment was conducted by Francis Olu Okediji and John Caldwell(Co-Directors), 
Helen Ware(Field Director) and a host of other technical and field staff.
All the questions for the survey were precoded, with space for further 
comments in some places. Because of page limits on the present study, it is 
necessary to summarize rather than to reproduce the questions in full. Only 
those questions selected for analysis and discussion in this study are shown.
This summary of the selected questions from the interview schedule, is in 
English only whereas the questionnaire employed in the field was in parallel 
English and Yoruba. For most selected questions, the exact wording of the 
original is given in quotation marks, but the longer questions have been 
condensed.
The Selected Questions
Identification:
Interviewer’s number
Division number(See Division/Centre list)
Center number(See Division/Centre list)
Block number 
House number
Individual respondent(number in house)
Sex
Language of interview
Demographic and other Characteristics:
1. "When were you bom? "
2. "How old are you?"
3. (a)"Have you ever been married?......... "
(b)"(For women) How many wives has your husband now including yourself?" 
"(For men) How many wives do you have now?"
4. "How old were you when you married for the first time?........ "
5. "What kind of job do you do most of the time?"
6. "What is your husband's/wife’s (senior wife in polygamous marriage)
main occupation?"
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7. "About how much money d id  you e a rn (o r  g e t  from  s e l l i n g  e t c . )  l a s t  month?"
8. "How much money d id  yo u r h u sb an d /w ife  ( a l l  v/ives) g e t  l a s t  month?"
9. "How much e d u c a tio n  have you had? (The h ig h e s t  le v e l  re a c h e d )"
10. "Where d id  you l i v e  when you were abou t 10 y e a rs  o ld?"
11. "How many b i r t h s  have you had? ( i . e  b i r t h s  where th e  c h i ld  was born  a l iv e ) "
12. "How many o f your own c h i ld r e n  a re  now l i v in g  w ith  you?"
13. "How many o f your own c h i ld r e n  a re  now l iv in g  e lsew h ere?"
14» "How many o f  y o u r  c h i l d r e n  have  d i e d ? "
15. "How many c h i ld r e n  who a re  n o t your own a re  now l iv in g  w ith  you?"
16. " ( i f  th e re  a re  o th e r  c h i ld r e n )  Who a re  th ey ?"
17« "Why a r e  th e y  s t a y i n g  w i th  you“: "
18. (a )  "How many o f y ou r c h i ld r e n  under 15 y e a rs  o f age a re  l i v in g  e lsew h ere?"
(b) "Why a re  th ey  l i v in g  e lsew h ere?"
(c) "Who a re  th ey  l i v in g  w ith ? "
19. "What do you th in k  i s  th e  b e s t  number o f  c h i ld r e n  to  have?"
20. "To you u s u a l ly  l i v e  w ith  your h u sb an d /w ife?  Do you s le e p  in  th e  same
room o r  house o r  compound?"
21. "How would you d e s c r ib e  th e  r e l a t i o n s h ip  betw een y o u r s e l f  and your
h u sb an d /w ife?"
22. (a) "Do you and your h u sb an d /w ife  e a t  to g e th e r? "
(b) "Do you and your h u sb an d /w ife  s i t  to g e th e r  a t  p a r t i e s  o r  o th e r
c e l e b r a t i o n s ? "
(c ) "Do you v i s i t  f r i e n d s  to g e th e r? "
23. "Have you ev er used  any method o f  fa m ily  p la n n in g  o r c o n t r a c e p t i o n ? . . . . "
24* "bo you th in k  a  woman sh o u ld  have as many c h i ld r e n  as p o s s ib le ? "
(a) "Do you ag ree  w ith  th e  p ro v e rb : L ots o f  c h i ld r e n ,  l o t s  o f m isery?"
(b) "Why do you say th i s ? "
(c )  "How many c h i ld r e n  do p a re n ts  have b e fo re  th e y  b eg in  to  f e e l  t h i s  m ise ry?"
25. "Do you th in k  a  woman sh o u ld  have a  l o t  o f c h i ld r e n ? .......................................... "
26. (a) "A man i s  l i v in g  in  a b ig  town w ith  two w ives and tw elve  c h i ld r e n .
Because he can a f fo rd  o n ly  two room s, h i s  w ives and c h i ld r e n  a re  
co m pla in ing  because  th e y  th in k  th e r e  i s  n o t enough sp ace . He would l i k e  
a l l  h i s  c h i ld r e n  to  go to  sch o o l b u t can a f fo rd  to  l e t  on ly  few do so .
( i )  How do you th in k  th e y  g o t  in to  t h i s  s i tu a t io n ?
( i i )  What sh o u ld  th e y  do ab o u t i t ? "
(b) ( i )  "A husband and w ife  have f iv e  sons and no d au g h te r and wonder 
w hether t h i s  i s  enough c h i ld r e n .  What would you do in  t h i s  
s i tu a t io n ? "
( i i )  "A husband and w ife  have f i v e  d a u g h te rs  and no son and wonder 
w hether t h i s  i s  enough c h i ld r e n .  What would you do in  t h i s  
s i tu a t io n ? "
27» (a )  " I f  a  man and woman l i v e  in  a  v e ry  h e a l th y  and s a fe  p la ce  n e x t to  th e  
b e s t  h o s p i t a l  w ith  th e  b e s t  d o c to rs  in  th e  c o u n try  so t h a t  th e y  know 
t h a t  a l l  th e  c h i ld r e n  w i l l  grow up and none w i l l  d ie ,  how many c h i ld r e n
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i s  th e  b e s t  number to  have?"
(b), " In  th e  p la c e  where you l i v e ,  v/hat i s  th e  b e s t  number o f c h i ld r e n  to  
h a v e ? "
28. (a ) " I f  you were v ery  r i c h ,  how many1 c h i ld r e n  would you have?"
(b) " I f  you were p o o r, how many c h i ld r e n  would you have?"
29. (a )  "V/hat a re  th e  good th in g s  abou t h av ing  no c h i ld r e n  a t  a l l ? "
(b) "V/hat a re  th e  bad th in g s  abo u t h av in g  no c h i ld r e n  a t  a l l ? "
30. (a) "V/hat does a woman f e e l  who f in d s  t h a t  she can n o t b ea r c h i ld re n ? "
(b) "bo o th e r  p eo p le  t r e a t  h e r  bad ly?  How do th ey  t r e a t  h e r?  bo th e y  say
th in g s  about h er?  V/hat do th ey  say?"
(c) "V/hat does a  man f e e l  who f in d s  t h a t  he can n o t f a th e r  c h i ld re n ? "
(d) "bo o th e r  peop le  t r e a t  him bad ly?  How do th e y  t r e a t  him? bo th e y  say
th in g s  about him? V/hat do th e y  say?"
(e) "bo you th in k  t h a t  n o t be in g  a b le  to  have c h i ld r e n  a r i s e s  from  th in g s
th e  peop le  have done b e fo re  m arriag e  o r  a f t e r  m arriag e?  (IF  YES) V/hat 
k in d  o f  th in g s ? "
( f )  "V/hat do you th in k  a re  th e  main re a so n s  t h a t  peop le  a re  u n ab le  to  have
any c h i ld re n ? "
31. "V/hen peo p le  a re  o ld  do th e y  need t h e i r  own grow n-up c h i ld r e n  to  do h a rd
p h y s ic a l  work f o r  them, o r  w i l l  o th e r  peop le  h e lp  j u s t  as w e ll? "
32. '"Throughout t h e i r  l i v e s ,  l i s t  some o f th e  good t h i n g s ( s t a r t i n g  when
young and end ing  when o ld ) t h a t :
(a ) Sons can do f o r  f a th e r s
(b) Sons can do f o r  m others
(c) D augh ters  can do f o r  f a th e r s
(d) b a u g h te rs  can do f o r  m others"
33. (a) " In  a fa m ily  o f  s ix  c h i ld r e n ,  w hat i s  th e  b e s t  number o f  boys and th e
b e s t  number o f g i r l s  to  have?"
(b) " (F o r th o se  who say  3 boys and 3 g i r l s )  Why do you th in k  th e re  sho u ld
be th e  same number o f  boys and g i r l s ? "
(c) " (F o r  everyone)
( i )  Why i s  i t  im p o rta n t to  have some boys?
( i i )  Why i s  i t  im p o rta n t to  have some g i r l s ? "
34» "bo you ag ree  o r  d is a g re e  (sa y  yes  o r  no) w ith  th e  fo llo w in g  sta.tem .ents
o r  p ro v erb s?
(a) The b e s t  in v e s tm en t i s  in  th e  e d u c a tio n  o f  o n e ’ s c h i ld r e n ( o r  r e l a t i v e s )
(b) H aving a l l  sons i s  as  bad as  h av in g  a l l  d a u g h te rs  in  a fa m ily
(c) A woman w ith  many c h i ld r e n  h as  to  work h a rd e r  th an  one w ith  few
(d) I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  m arket women who have many young c h i ld r e n
(e ) C h ild re n  a re  im p o rta n t because  o f  th e  h e lp  th ey  g iv e  to  p a re n ts  
when th e y  a re  o ld
( f )  The b e s t  th in g  i s  to  have th e  same number o f sons and d a u g h te rs
(g) A b ro th e r  who has fo u r  c h i ld r e n  and i s  a b le  to  s tu d y  and t r a v e l  i s
v /ise r th an  h i s  b ro th e r  who h as  e ig h t  c h i ld r e n  and h a s  to  work a l l  th e  tim e
(h) H aving many b i r t h s  i s  bad f o r  a woman’ s h e a l th " .
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35.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
"Which of the following statements do you most agree with?" (About 
children and wealth).
"Who usually has the most children?
(a) fetter educated persons or persons with little education
(b) Rich people or poor people
(c) Women with secondary education or women with primär;/ education only
(d) People living in big towns or people living in villages
(e) Women working outside the home or women working in the home."
"Could you tell me about the education of your own children?"
"The best thing about having many children is ...... ."
"Who do you feel closest to (i.e. who do you have the strongest 
emotional bond with) - your husband/wife, your children or your 
brothers and sisters?"
"Religion?"
To obtain more details of the questions, reference should be made to 
the following unpublished volumes of the Changing African Family, Nigerian 
Segment - 1973» by the Demographic Department of the Australian National 
University, Canberra:
1. Questionnaire: Project 2 - The Value of Children
2. Information Sheets on Individual Centres.
